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FEW particulars of the life of this amiable 
voyager and traveller are known in this country, 
beyond what we gather from his works. He has 
studiously thrown a veil over characters and 
transactions, in which he probably conceived the 
public would feel little interest; and even of him* 
ael^ he has said much less than we could wish 
to know. He acknowledges, however, that some 
private views, united with the calls of duty as afi 
officer, to tempt him to explore the Indian seas 
by a western navigation, and after that to extend 
his researches into other quarters. He had early 
imbibed a taste for travelling, from reading the 
relations of such as had visited strange countries 5 
and to qualify himself for emulating their la* 
bours, and distinguishing himself in the same 
career, he inured himself to habits of life, simple 
and severe; a course of discipline, however, 

v. p. ' B 



2 PAGES' TRAVEI-S. 

which he confessies. was imposed on him by ne- 
cessity rather than embraced by choice, as he had 
neither the fortune nor credit to travel in a style 
of splendour and elegance. 

After performing the expeditions which form 
the subject of the following pages, he retired to a 
favourite seat in the beautiful valley of Baradaire^ 
in the Island of St. Domingo, where he reside4 
with his family, and enjoyed his favourite ^m<- 
plicity of manners, at a distance from the turbur 
lence of the world. But that island has. long 
ceased to be the seat of tranquility or joy, and 
though it is known that M. de Pages was alive 
there in 1792, and that he has. since come for- 
ward as a writer on one of the most remarkable 
revolutions which ever astonished or distracted 
mankind, the history of his life is no farther be- 
fore the public. 

M. de Pages havingfound an opportunity of gra- 
tifying his [M*edilection for travelling, and of re* 
alizring some of the schemes he had formed^ em- 
barked at Rochfort in 1766, for the island of St. 
Domingo; and after dispatching his business 
there, sailed from Cape Francois in a French ves- 
sel bound for New Orleans, on the last day of 
June, 1767. 

Having reached the coast of Cuba, they pro- 
ceeded in quest of the Isles de Palumas, and sail- 
ed through the channel which separates them 
from the main. After descrying Havannahi they 
stood off the coast, and. stretching acrosa the 
Gulph of Flonda, they were detained by calms, 
and saw multitudes of gold fishes, about five feet 
long, of the most beautiful, variety of colours, 
"oorting in those seas. 
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The winds freshening, they came to soundings 
between the river MobUle and the 80Uth-«ast 
branch of the Mississippi. Our author was sur* 
prised to find that the water of the latter river 
preserved its freshness and colour two or three 
leagues from the shore. The current is very 
strong, and it requires some skill in navigation 
to steer a vessel free from danger. 
•' They were greatly annoyed by swarms of mos- 
(|Uitoes and sand-flies, myriads of which cover the 
low and marshy banks of the Mississippi. The 
vast green surface of tall undulating reeds would 
have afforded a delightful prospect, had not the 
r^ection presented itself of the pernicious in- 
sects to which they gave shelter. The fresh 
breeze of the evening banishes the mosquitoes to 
their covert among the reeds ; but as if man was 
doomed to incessant importimity from insects in 
this place, millions of gnats supply their place, 
from which large fires are the only protecticHi* 

Having sailed about ten leagues up the river, 
they came to the termination of that branch 
which forms the ^outh-east entrance of the Mis- 
sissippi. - Higher up, the country began to rise 
i^ove ttie level of the river, and the scenery 
gradually became more magnificent. The banks 
were clothed with trees of prodigious size which, 
wrapped in the wild luxuriance of plants and 
underwood, form a mass of vegetation impervi- 
ous to the rays of the sun. Among the most 
beautiful of the feathered tenants of the river 
and its banks are the swan and the canHnal : the 
note of the latter is equally sweet and melodious 
Witi* that of the fi^st warbler in Europe. Many 
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aquatic birds sport in the stream, and exercise 
their native propensities- 

They now came in sight of the houses^ and 
plantations of rice and Indian com. Rice is sel- 
dom sown here, but in fields which admit of be^ 
ing watered by canals, cut from the river. In- 
dian com is cultivated all over Louisiana; but 
-the crops are no where more abundant than in 
this part of the country. 

The houses of the inhabitants are erected on 
pillars, several feet above the surface of the 
ground, in order to guard against the humidity 
of the soil, serpents, and other noxious animals. 
They consist only of one story, and are covered 
with thin pieces of cypress, disposed and fixed in 
the mannei* of slating. Every habitation is bor- 
dered by a piece of water, and is placed in the 
center of a little plantation, about two hundred 
paces square. The general appearance of the 
btdldings is not unpleasant. 

On the 28th of July they anchored opposite to 
New Orleans, about thirty leagues from the 
mouth of the river. The harbour is large and 
commodious. The houses here are built of brick, 
f«jd some of the public structures are extremely 
handsome. The complexion of the people is 
fair: they are personally robust, and in character 
cheerful and manly. The population, however, 
is not very considerable ; for many planters and 
merchants disperse themselves up the country, 
and only visit the capital during their intervals of 
industry and traffick. 

It is impossible not to admire the activity and 
resolution of the Louisianians. In a country 
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vhiave travelliag U so difficult and dangerous^ 
they pursue their different avocations with intre- 
pidity and perseverance ; traverse the most un- 
frequented forests ; and expose themselves to 
the wild beasts and savage natives by land or 
water> in quest of gain^ or in the precarious toils 
of hunting. 

M. de Ps^es having a little recovered from 
his fatigueS) began to make enquiries respect- 
ying the practicability of travelling by land to 
-New Spain, and learning that the last French 
settlement, named Nachitoches, was only seven 
leagues distant from the first Spanish port of 
:Adaes, he resolved to undertake this perilous 
^omey* 

. Being now lor the first time among a people, 
to whom we give the harsh appellation of savages, 
only because their manners are more simple, 
and their occupations more manly and bold than 
ours, our author took a pleasure in contemplating 
.their character, their persons, and their mode of 
life- He found they possessed a phlegmatic 
serenity of mind in every situation and event, 
whether prosperous or adverse. In both sexes, 
the features of the face were heavy, without, 
however^ indicating stupidity or insensibility.... 
Their dress was little more than what decency 
required, or the climate rendered indispensible. 
A f»ece of deer's skin tied round the waist is 
.the. common covering of both sexes ; but on the 
female it depends to the calf of the leg. 

M. de Pages, having rested at New. Orleans 
about a week, embraced the opportunity of sail- 
ing in a five-oared canoe, which a merchant had 
^ equipped, to trade with the Indians in the neigh- 
B 2 
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bourhoodof Nachitoches. This vessel'waa abaut 
thirty-five feet long and foui' wide» composed t£ 
a single tree* She carried eight perscHDs» five 
of whom were rowers ; the master, the propcie- 
tor, and our traveller- , 

As they sailed up the river, they observed ex- 
cellent crops of indigo and Indian ooyn, witfe* 
various delicious fruits in abundance. Thejr 
passed several handsome houses and garden^ 
belonging to French planters ; and a few Jei^ues 
farther, came to a German colony, whose in* 
dustry was conspicuous* They next canie to 
twp districts of Arcadian refugees, who bein|^ 
the last settlers, were not m the comfortable, 
circumstances of the rest- 

To the extremity of the Isle ^New Orleans, - 
at Lake Ponchartrain, is reckoned thirty leagues 
from the capital ; and this space is wholly co- . 
rered with a border of plantatiox^, almost c&^ 
nested with each other. . '/ 

After some- days' sailing, they arrived at a 
considerable French settlement, called Pointe 
Coupe, where they raise tobacco. The surroimd«- - 
in^ country is pretty populous, and iias a com- 
munication by several lakes with other settle*' 
mients. Higher up, they came to a savage village^ 
Ihe inhabitants of which cultivate Indian comi^ 
summer, and follow the chase in winter. O^ 
of the savages they had taken into their- cano^,. 
having lately lost his wife, retired one day to 
mourn ov^t his departed friend, when he un- 
expectedly- espied his daughter, about twelve- 
years of age, swifliming in the river with^hea? 
. companions. Overwhelmed with grief, he turned 
-frcmi a sight that awakened his keenest rccot-. 
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iusmxmy w^^n the foung sa^rc^^, perceiving his 
^ffiictioB, imraedis^y quitted her amusement, 
and sdagbt the sotitude of her hut* 

This village coBsists of about sixty huts, which) 
Uke other savage habitaticms, are constructed of 
large trees placed oircidarly in the ground, and 
mcsetaxig^at the top in form of a cone. The ii>- 
t^rstices are filled up with leaves and hfranches, 
plastered over with mud ; the fire is made in 
the middle of the fioor ; and round the area 
^Isfids a kind of bench, covered with a mat of 
reedS) which serves for a bed* 
. The mansion oi the chief is surrouaded with 
an esp&a gallery, supported on pillars, thatched 
over with leaves, and in this he enjoys the fresh 
air, 0p- receives bis tribesin assembly* Here too, 
he displays his hospitality to strangers ; whose 
armal at the village is announced by a scream 
from the savages ^t first happen to perceive 
Ihem* The chief and principal men then assem^ 
ble^ and send a deputation of welcome* A pre- 
SKitis generally made by the visiters jof a bottle 
o£ liquor, and an adequate return is always madfe 
in fruity fish, and fowlsr; Our traveller says, he 
was better received by these savages than he 
Had ever been by any European, to whom he 
was a stranger* 

The men of this nadon s»% tall and personable* 
'Cbey ^ pay much deference and respect to the 
aged ; Tnarry early ; and without being addicted 
to jealousy, are extremely affectionate to th^r 
wives. Divorce is allowed, but seldom practised; 
and a breach of conjugal fidelity on the female 
side is rare. The chastity observable among 
savage nadons^ may, in some measure, be ascrih- 
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ed to the little intercourse that subsists between 
the sexes, and to the nature of their modes of 
life. War, hunting, and fishing, are the xxmstaot 
occupations of the men ; while the care of the 
cultivation of the fields devolves on the women. 
Each sex has its separate pursuits ; and an at* 
tention to the necessary support of theii^famiiies) 
leaves little room for vicious indulgences, or 
criminal attachments. 

In domestic life order is well preserved, and 
the reciprocal d\4ies are performed in the most 
endearing manner. Their courtesy to strangers, 
and the little apprehension they entertain of their 
enemies, give an exalted idea of their generosity 
and courage. In the course of different wars, 
the French, as well as the Spaniards, have ex* 
perienced their valour in the field. 

In their extensive peregrinations, during the 
hunting season, they encounter perils and han^ 
ships which appear almost incredible to an effe- 
minate European. Neither the impetuous cur- 
rents of their rivers, nor the savage asperity <rf 
a wild and uncultivated soil, can damp theiir 
ardour in the chase. 

M. de Pages says, that the Mississipi, up 
which they were again proceeding, may be pix>i 
perly classed with the largest and most beautiful 
rivers in the universe. After ascending eight 
hundred leagues from its mouth, its channel is 
so little contracted, that it is impossible to imagine 
a person is near its source. Its water is the 
sweetest and most palatable in the world ; and 
its banks present alL possible varieties of pictu* 
rasque scenery, from the most simple to the most 
sublime. The chief rivers which pour- thcit 
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trUmtaiy 'waters into thia noble stream, are the 
Red and Black, the Missouri, and the Fair Rivets; 
It communicates with various lakes in Canada, 
and thither it is practicable to ascend in a canoe, 
with little interruption. 

Our author observes, that the force of the 
rtf^im. was always great, and in some particular 
currents, they were sometimes plying with all 
their might for half an hour without advancing 
a couple of yards* The toil of rowing, indeed, 
was very severe; hut, to the eye of taste, the 
features of the banks, which successively opened, 
were so beautiful or grand, that lassitude was 
less &lt« 

In their slow, but persevering ascent against 
the current, they passed, from time to time, the 
houses and dairies of the English, as well as the 
French &milies, who had relinquished the strife 
^d bustle of the world, for the peaceful retire- 
ment of the woods. This propensity is more na- 
tural to man than is generally allowed. Many 
aie the instances of persons who have voluntarily 
withdrawn from the restraints of civilized life, 
and enibraced with freedom the habits and pur- 
siiits of the Indian ; but seldom is it, that a sa- 
vage has become so attached to our customs and 
manners, as not to sigh for his original independ- 
ence and exemption from artificial wants. 

At the distance of eighty leagues from the en- 
trance of the Mississippi, they arrived at the con- 
fluence of the Red River, up which they sailed ; 
and bid adieu to the noble scenery which had so 
long charmed their sight. This stream was 
comparatively languid and mean ; the woods ap* 
p^u^d dwarfish, and the soil ungeniaU 
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Having navigated Red River for several daysy 
they came to a fail about eight feet high, in the 
vicinity of which are a number of French fami- 
lies, who intermarry with the natives. Here they 
were obliged to unload, and haul their vessel up 
with much laboui% Proceeding about two leagues 
feirther, they met vnth a similar interruption, and 
had the same vexatious task to repeat. 

After three more days' sailing, they came to si 
third fall, above which wa^ a large sheet of watery 
pdled Muddy Lake* As the water was only a 
few inches deep "in this space, and the bottmn 
mtiddy and intersected by roots and trunks of 
trees, they foncmd great difficulties in surmouift* 
ing this navigation. Scarcdy had this been ac- 
complish4ed,'befbre they fell in with a current sb 
extremely rapid, that the slightest deviation from 
the direct line of the stream^ would iwcve bcea 
inevitable destruction. ^ 

Having passed this vnthout any accident, tiiicy 
came to an accumulation of trees and branches 
across the stream, which forms the principal ob« 
struction to the navigation of the Red River. T^ 
have opened a passage here must have been, at 
be«t, a very tedious brusiness ; and being nowr 
within a lea|^ue of Nachitoches, our traveller de- 
termined to proceed by land. 

The woods began to appear frequented, and 
plantations of Indian com and tobacco shewed 
that some settlement was near. They soon came 
to a palisadoed square, which' serves as a fort to 
the settl€?ment ; beyond which stood a number of 
Kt^e wooden houses, which, with smne others 
scattered over the vkimty, con^tutes (fce whole 
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gree, the pinchings of real want, determineiJ to 
proceed to the settlement, where he was enter- 
tained in the house of a subaltern, ^nd fared 
somewhat bietter, though far from abundantly.* 

The post of Adaes consists of about forty 
mean' huts, constructed of stakes driven into thfe 
ground. There is a kind of fort, called the Pre- 
sidio ; and, at a little distance, stand a church 
and a convent of Franciscans. 

Water is extremely scarce, and this unfortu* 
•nate deficiency, joined to the natural indolence of 
the people, often* reduces them to the last neces- 
sity. Their chief subsistence is Indian com, of 
which they make a sort of cake. This, indeed, 
is the native* food of the people of New Sp^n; 
and when well baked, is far from being unplea- 
sant. 

The^Indians, in this vicinity, are eminently 
distinguished for their bravery and hospitality* 
Under the immediate pressure of hunger, they 
have been known to divide their last morsel with 
the first stranger that claimed their protectimi. 
But to counterbalance those good qualities, they 
«are proud, and addicted to £Edsehoo(d and disho- 
nesty. V * 

* - Making free with the property of others, is 

* common to almost all savage nations, and may 
arise from an impulse to gratify some want or 
desire, which is obeyed before the reason haa had 
time to act. This principle, too, may possibly 
be reinforced by the little value they attach to 

* private property ; for, it must be owned, thai they 
are as ready to give as to take. . . 

The half-savage Spaniards of this settlement 
dress in the mo^t fantastic manner. They are 
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4*bieS7 a kind of irregular cavalry^ and have an 
allowance of a piastre a day ; but whether it is 
owing to the tawdry expensiveness of their cloth- 
ingi or their idle and sluggish dispositions, their 
pay is barely equal to their subsistence* The 
intervals of public service are employed in pky* 
of which they are particularly fond ; in relating 
their exploits, of a civil, military, or domestic 
nature. 

Their horses' trappings are very clumsy, but 
well adapted for their destination. The stirrups 
are not less than fifty pounds in weight ; thej 
wre composed of four massy iron bars, in form of 
^ cross, which confine the limbs in a* position 
reckoned graceful among the Spaniards, but ' 
which is so psdnful to a novv^e, that our traveller 
contracted a swelling in his legs, and bad almost * 
an entire disloca^^cxi of his joints^ from tijje use of 
\$uch ponderous accbutrements. With all the 
extravagance, however, of hi« appearance, the 
iSpaniard is an excellent horseman, and when 
completely equipped and mounted, never failed 
to remind our author of thj days of chivalry. • 
. According to the best infora6ation M. d« 
Pag^s could receive, Mexico was distant no less 
than five hundred and fifty leagues ; and the -se- 
•caod Spanish settlement was nearly half that 
space, by a road almost impassable, and inter- - 
sected by rivers of g^at magnitude* It seemed 
that snaall parties«>f savages sometimes under* 
took and accomplished this perilous journey ; but 
it was. deemed highly imprudent to attempt it 
with fewec than ten or twelve persons in com- 
pany. 

v. P- " ' c 
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Thus precluded from proceeding, unless h€ 
could form a kind of carav^, our traveller acci* 
dentally heard that the governor of the province, 
who was recalled to Mexico, at that time lay ill, 
about fifty leagues distant, at a place called Na- 
quadoch. This gentleman he resolved to join, 
and to throw himself on his protection. Accord- 
ingly he set out with a civil, but roguish, Mexi- 
can, for his guide; and travelled through an 
agreeably diversified country, extremely woody, 
but interspersed with beautiful meadows^ The 
principal animals they saw were roebucks, and a 
meagre race of wolves, or wild dogs. 

M. de Pages, since his departure from New- 
Orleans, had accustomed himself to sleep in the 
open air ; but the nights becoming cold, while 
the days continued very hot, he caught a fever 
before ke had half accomplished his joumey^^ 
which being attended at every accession with a 
violent giddiness, Providence, he says, alone pre- 
served him from tumbling from his horse, or 
dashing against the branches of the trees that 
projected ovfei:the path. 

On his arrival at Naquadoch, he soon recoV- 
^cred his health ; and had the pleasure to meet 
with a kind reception from the governor, to whom 
Ke addressed himself i but provisions being scarce 
" here, he found himself under the disagreeable 
necessity of returning to Adaes, in order to pro- 
cure a supply. •' 

Being unable to engage a guide, or compa- 
nion, on his way back, he set out alone ; and often, 
during his journey, says, he had reason to ad- 
mire the visible exercise of the paternal care of 
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the Almighty. He now led the life of a savage 
ip its most unpleasant sense ; and was exposed 
to dangers of every kind from the wild beasts, 
and from the more dreaded natives. 

One day, when he had alighted from his mule^ 
on purpose to refresh himself, he was suddenly 
accosted by two female Indians, who begged for 
some m£uze. Our traveller shared Avith them 
what little he had ; and soon after they retumedi 
and by way of testifying their gratitude, made 
him a present of some cakes made of wild fruit* 
He aftenx^ards fell in with the men of the same 
village ; and though he felt it impossible to divest 
himself of apprehension, he was agreeably de- 
ceived by finding them friendly, and ready to as- 
sist and direct him. 

Next night he committed himself to sleep, 
with his mule tied to the stump of a tree. About 
midnight he awoke, and was going to remove hi« 
beast to a new pasture ; but, to his extreme con- 
cern, found he was gone. In this dilemm^i, he 
at last collected resolution enough to rush into 
the woods by moon light; and after half an 
hour's search, had the good fortune to see his 
mule grazing on the sloping bank of a rivulet, 
and after various fniitless efforts, in which his 
mmd was in a dreadfid state of suspense, he at 
length got hold of the animal. 

M^de Pages having accomplished his journey, 
and purchased a stock of provisions for his in- 
tended route, he again tunied his face towards 
Naquadoch. In his way back, he had a proof of 
the sagacity of his mule. Having arrived on the 
banks of a little river, which was much swollen 
with rain, he boldly pushed into the channel ; 
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but before he got halfway over, his mule refused 
to obey, and at last became furious. Giving way 
to th^ obstinacy so natural to this animal, he 
suffered himself to be carried back to the bank ;' 
and reflecting that he might possibly have mis- 
taken the pr(^r passage, he laid the bridle on 
the mule's neck, and giving him the spur, left 
him to pursue his own course. The beast in- 
stantly quitted the track, and taking a new direc- 
tion, passed the river with ease and safety ; 
whereas had he submitted to be forced, it is not 
unlikely but both might have lost their lives. 

Soon after, our traveller alighted to take some 
refreshment, and had left his mule tied to a tree^ 
for a few minutes ; when returning to him, he 
found the animal rearing and foaming, and be- 
set with such a swarm of bees as darkened the 
very air. With difficulty he rescued him from 
the attacks of those determined little creatures ; 
and finding that bathing in the river did not allay 
the ^^ain which his beast felt from the stings of 
the bees, he pushed him on at a brisk pace, and • 
brought on a perspiration, which had the desired 
effect. 

- On M. de Pages* arrival at Naquadoch, he 
found the governor was preparing for his jour- 
ney, and in order to be ready himself, he pur- 
chased a couple of mules. 

Here our author I'elates an anecdote which dis- 
plays the generosity of savages in the most strik- 
ing light. A poor man wishing to visit the set- 
tlement of San Antonio, applied to their party, 
praying maintenance and protection. His peti- 
tion was rejected as unreasonable by the major- 
*^v, and an individual could not pretend to ren^ 
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der the service required. But the neighbouring 
ssrages hearing of the poor mafi's distress, not 
only found him a horse and provisions for the 
Journey, but conducted him to the confines of 
Hfe settlement. Such are the virtues of people 
we defame by calling savages, an(i which Euro^ 
peans may blush for falling so infinitely short of. 
Their passions, it must be confessed, are wild 
and irregulaT, and not always under the guidance 
of reason ; but no sooner do the first sallies of 
^^ mind subside, than compassion, generosity^ 
fnendship and gratitude, resume their place ; 
and more than compensate for those excesses 
into which a momentary fervour of blood has 
sometimes precipitated them. 

Being on the point of commencing a long 
Journey, where novelty might be expected in 
every scene, our traveller was so much pleased 
with the idea, that it banished from his' thoughts 
the ills with which it was probable their path 
might ht strewed. 

They set out on the 2d of November in the 
retinae of the governor, being in all fifteen per- 
sons, with many mules and horses. Two days 
after their departure, they had the misfortune to 
be detained in a meadow on the borders of a 
large rivulet, by a heavy fall of rain, which ren* 
dered the soil so spongy, that the cattle sunk in 
to their bellies. After the roads became dry 
enough for them to advance, they soon came up, 
to several savage villages, called Tegas de San 
Pedro. Here the Indians cultivate large quan- 
tities of maize, and seem to prefer agriculture to 
the more uncertain produce of the chase. Bless* 
ed wkh the advantages of a warm climate and a 
c 2 
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grateful soil, they receive from' the unsolitited 
bounty of nature a great proportion of their sub- 
sistence, and hence they have less necessity for 
animal food. 

Next day, a party of those Indians on horse- 
back, joined tjie caravan out of respect to the go- 
vernor, and -seemed eager to display their skill 
in equitation, and the fleetness and agility of 
their horses. Our traveller observes, that the • 
Herculean size of the savage, his gun leaning 
over the left arm, his plaid, or blanket, floating 
ca]*elesslyacrosshis naked shoulders, and stream- 
ing in the wind, formed an appearance unrivalled 
by the finest equestrian statues of antiquity* 

In eight days more they arrived at Trinity 
river, which, though of considerable breadth, was 
forded without difficulty. However, many of the 
rivulets of far inferior magnitude, considerably ' 
iinpeded their progress, and put them to much 
fatigue and hardship. 

The features of a savage country are almost 
every where the same. Extensive forests, fine 
savannas, hills, rivers, and vales, alternately pre- 
sented themselves. But liberty and independ-* 
ence dwell here ; and the lover of nature will eye 
such scenes, however wild, with a complacent 
regard. 

In the province of Tegus, particularly on the ' 
banks of its rivers, grow noble forests of oaks 
and cypresses, which, singly vie wed,, have often 
a very picturesque appearance. Roebucks were 
seen in flocks ; and unawed by man, every ani- 
mal seemed to consider itself as the denizen and 
the master of the soil : even the birds, which 
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are naturally tiniid, perch^ on tlie backs of the 
mules. 

In their intervals of repose, they amused them- 
selves in hunting the roebuck and wild turkies ; 
and, in the course of their march, shot several 
bears, whose flesh they found good and palatable. 
In the woods they found chesnuts, and saw many 
plants of the vine in its natural and uncultivated 
state. 

Many traces of homed cattle were observed. 
These were originally tame ; but having long 
since fled from the controul of man, roam in 
large herds over all the plains. Hunting the 
wild bull is one of the favourite diversions of this 
country, and, occasionally, tlie cavalry attached 
to the caravan pursued it, when it fell in their 
way. 

* M. de Pages says, that though he preferred 
animal food to Indian com, his stomach was so 
relaxed by a new mode of life, that it could not 
digest either. Had he used them together, it 
might have been more salutary ; but as the 
success of hunting was precarious, they lived on 
flesh when they could procure it, and saved the 
com for emergencies. 

Having crossed the Red River, they came into 
a country well supplied with game of different 
kinds. This track consists of extensive plains, 
intersected by streams of various magnitude, 
the banks of which are sprinkled with tufts of 
wood, and many aromatic plants unknown in 
Europe. 

Having reached the river Guadaloupe, they 
were obliged to pass it on rafts ; and in four 
days more they saw plantations of Indian com, 
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and various fraits. Here they were diewA s rotft 
resembling a turnip, a small slice of which h»i 
a purgative effect. On the last day of Novem- 
ber they arrived in safety at the settlement of 
San Antonio, having travelled two hundred antf 
fifty leagues. 

While our author remained at this post, the In- 
dians, incensed against the governor, on accouni 
of some restraints he had imposed on their traf- 
fick with the French, made an irruption, an4 
carried off four hundred horses. The alarm be- 
mg given, the garrison mounting, made a put^ 
suit of one hundred leagues, without being able 
to come up with the enemy. But as they were 
feturtiing, the vigilant savages fell upon them, 
and after a sharp contest, the Spaniards were 
worsted, with considerable loss. ^ 

Fort San Antonio stands on a plain oA the 
banks of a small river. The different avenues 
leadfeg to the settlement are defended by large 
pahsadoes, \^hile the houses are built in such a' 
manner as to serv^e the purpose of walls. But 
the strength of the place is very inconsiderable, 
either from art or numbers. 

The settlement, however, is very pleasant, and 
commands an agreeable prospect. The houses- 
amount to nearly two hundred, great part of 
which are built of stone. The roofs have a 
kind of earthen terrace, which, in a country 
where rain seldom falls, seems to be pretty du- 
rable. 

In San Antonio, a Spanish colony from the 
Canaries is settled. The principal employment 
is to rear horses, mules, coWs, and sheep. The 
cattle commonly roam in the woods ; and only 
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ottce in two month's are collected together, when 
Aef are subjected to hunger and confinement 
to render them tame. Such of the inhabitants 
as are at pains to prevent their herds from run* 
mng wild) possess sometimes five or six thou« 
sand head of cattle. 

These people are excellent horsemen and dex« 
tenms hunters. The keen eye which the habit 
of close and minute attention has bestowed on 
them, is truly surprising. Discovering, perhaps^ 
in the morning, that one of their cattle has stray- 
ed in the night, they examine the inclined posi- 
tion of the grass, and trace it sometimes to the 
distance of fifteen or twenty leagues, before they 
give over the pursuit. 

In their war ^with the Indians, this extreme 
nicety of sight is still of greater consequence ; 
but as each party is on its guard against the 
surprises of the other, and both have the same 
motives to conceal the direction of their march 
or flight, it is usual to set fire to the sward as they 
retreat, and to leave a wilderness in their rear. 

In the neighbourhood of this settlement are 
four missions, consisting of a couple of Francis- 
c^ias each. In the houses of those missionaries, 
fieverallndian converts are maintained, with their 
wives and fanailies, and the profits of their la^ 
1y}ur8 are applied to the emolument of the mis- 
sion. 

The rules of those missions are nearly similar 
with such as are established by the Jesuits in 
Paraguay ; but the disciples of St. Ignatius are 
much more liberal and conciliating to their sa- 
Tage proselytes than the followers of St, Francis 
are to theirs. 
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The Spaniards practise great cruelties on the 
simple Indians. As soon as a savage has beea 
caught, he is bound hand and foot, and carrl^ to 
the residence .of the missionary, where threats* 
persuasion, fasting, gentleness, and last of all, 
marriage, are used to tame and civilize the man* 
ners of the prisoner j who, after being instructed 
in some essential points of religion, is admitted 
to the rites of baptism. 

M. de Pages lodged here in the family of an 
Indian, who had been the companion of his 
journey from Adaes, and for whom, on account 
of his many excellent qualities, he contracted a 
sincere friendship. By conforming to the plain 
and simple manners of the natives, he ingrati- 
ated himself with tliem,and they seemed to please 
themselves with the idea, that he intended to set- 
tle in the country. They tried to encourage him 
to form connections with them ; and had he been 
disposed to have gained the affections, of their^ 
daughters, no man, he says, could have had fair- 
er opportunities, as they all ate and slept in the 
same apartment. But, however much he ad- 
mired their pure and gentle manners, and the 
beauty of their country, the strong partialitiesL 
for his native soil were not to be subdued. 

With a view to the continuation of his jour- 
ney, M. de Pages purchased a horse, three mules, 
and a considerable quantity of provisions. In 
order to pay his debts, and at the same time to 
save what money he carried with him, he parted 
with some of his linen, an article highly valued 
here. His stock, however, had been lessened by 
the dishMiesty of a Creole ; yet so strongly are 
the native Indians impressed with a sense of mo* 
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that even the animals were tcMrmented with tibe 
same disorder. «Here are several hot spring, re* 
markably salt and bitter to the taste ; yet^^^such 
was the water they were obliged to use. ^' 

- The low grounds aboimd in the mesquitte, or 
prickly currant^ while the heights are covered 
with diomy shrubSf of which there are various 
species, diversified in the shape and size of their 
prickles. 

At some distance on their left appeared the 
mines of Sierra and Luigana, surrounded by a 
crowd of hamlets. On the west they saw the Ta- 
ble of Caldera, a mountain of a conical fig^rci 
so steep as to be inaccessible even to the goat, 
except by one difficult path. The top, however, 
stretches into a fruitRil plain, well supplied with 
water, and plentifully stocked^ith cattle, which 
ure confined within the bounds of this singular 
inclosure, by a house built across the upper end 
of the path. 

On the 20th of January, 1768, they arrived at 
Sartille, one hundred and sixty leagues distant 
from San Antonio. This is a pretty large and 
populous town, occupied both by Indians and 
Spaniards. The churches and squares are not 
ij^elegant, and the streets are broad and clean. . 

A number of merchants have fixed, their resi- 
dence here, because it is the chief mart for In- 
dian productions. The Spaniards, under an af- 
fectation of generosity, are both illiberad and self- 
ish ; in short, they have all the pride and stateli- 
ness of Castile, without the noble and generous 
qualities of the genuine Spaniard. 
* Here, for the first time in his travels, our au- 
thor met with excellent wheaten bread. The 
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houses rased to the ground ; Mobile their Fela- 
tions were sent into exile. 

Banishment is much in use among the Spani- 
ards ; and it seems to originate from a wise po- 
licy of separating the innocent from the guilty, 
and of producing, if any thing can, a reformati<in 
in the conduct and principles of the latter. Our 
author makes various remarks on the good ef- 
fects of exile ; but as they are sufficiently obvious, 
when the punishment is just, we need not enlarge 
on this head. 

The Spaniard, whom M. de Pages hired at 
Sartille, being a man of a suspicious charactei^ 
he wa's obliged to use several precautions to pre- 
vent his treachery. While he travelled in com- 
pany with the govenior he was safe ; but now he 
had more danger to apprehend from various 
causes. However, the state of the country to 
which he was advanced was totally different, and 
he could easily find a house of accommodation 
to lodge at every night. 

On the second day of his journey, he arrived 
at the celebrated Mines of Potosi, near which is 
a handsomt well-built town of the same name, 
sun-ounded by beautiful gardens The streets 
are well laid out ; the public buildings magnifi- 
cent, and the people opulent. But the Indians 
seemed grievously oppressed throughout the 
whole province ; and seem reluctantly to bear 
their yoke. 

The surrounding country is full of mineral 
riches, and stiD there is a great deal of real, 
though concealed property : for the facility with 
which money is acquired, induces habits of dissi- 
pation which lead to distress. 
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After spending two days at Potosi, he resumed 
his journey, and passed through a pleasant coun- 
try, niost aj^reeably varied, and well cultivated. 
The Indians, at whose houses he always took up 
his quarters, were simple and hospitable in their 
manners ; and health, cheerfulness, ease, and in- 
nocence were their lot. A few of them con- 
form to the Spanish fashions ; but the greatest 
part adhered to the taste and modes of their an- 
cestors. 

The ordinary dress of the men is of goat-skin, 
and consists of breeches, and a kind of shirt de- 
scending to the girdle. The women wear a 
piece of cloth tied round the waist, which fiedls 
down to tlie middle of the leg, and a shon cloak 
over the neck and shoulders. Their hair is 
formed into tresses, and fancifully disposed on 
the back part of the head. 

In four days M. de Pages arrived at San Mi- 
guel el Grande, situated on the declivity of a 
hill, and the most elegant and rich city he had 
hitherto seen in those regions. The houses, 
streets and gardens, announce to the eye the 
<^ulence and consequence of the inhabitants. 
. Thence he proceeded to a pretty populous 
town, named San Juan del Rio, seated near 
.a beautiful river, on whose banks are public 
walks delightfully shaded with several rows of 
trees. 

Soon after leaving this place, our traveller as- 
cended mountains of considerable elevation; and 
for three days saw nothing but large commodious 
villages, that intimated his approach to the ca- 
pital, which he descried from the heights ou 
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the 28th of Februaiy, and the same day had 
the pleasure to enter Mexico. 

It is well known that this superb city stands 
in the center of an extensive lake, connected 
with the main land by causeways, raised to a 
great height above the level of the water. The 
causeway by which our traveller entered the ca- 
pital was at least one hundred feet broad, suid 
three miles long. It rests on a series of archesy 
kept in excellent repair, which give a free pas- . 
sage to the briny waters of the lake. The city 
of Mexico is about six leagues in circumference, 
and is defended only by barriers in the form of 
turnpike gates. 

The streets in general are broad, run in straight • 
lines, and are adorned with elegant houses, three 
or four stories high. The public buildings are. 
most magnificent ; and the walks, squares, and 
gardens, are delightful. 

Some of the fine arts, particularly punting 
and sculpture, are cultivated by the Indians, with 
no small success. But of all the trades carried 
on here, the mystery of the goldsmith is held 
in the highest repute, and most encouraged^, 
their performances in this way are more solid 
than elegant. Silver is so very common, that 
the sumptuous Mexicans plate their carriage 
wheels, and shoe their horses with it. 

The luxurious ostentation of the grandees, the, 
magnificence of their houses, the splendour of 
their furniture, and the number of their domes- 
tics, conspire to impress the traveller with the 
highest ideas of Mexican wealth. But in pro- 
portion as one class is rich, the other classes 
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are poor and wretched, more, however, frotn de- 
bauchery and extravagance than any political or 
local htcoiiveniences. 

During our author's residence here, the inqui- 
sitors, whose discipline is exercised with great 
severity, ordered several persons to be whipped 
through the streets, and among the rest a couple 
of unhappy women, the victims of an absurd and 
cruel superstition ; as the only crime alledged 
against them, was, creating ulcers and sores on 
the bodies of their enemies, by means of incan- 
tations. 

"All punishments, inflicted hy this ghostly tri- 
bunal, are regarded as services peculiarly accept- 
able to the Supreme, and therefore they are held 
in the highest veneration. It is a maxim avow- 
ed, that a person in error, is to be chastised with 
stripes, while they forget that Christian charity 
would inculcate a wish to reclaim by persuasion 
and advice. 

Though the atmosphere was rather moist and 
cold^ ovir author thinks the situation of Mexico 
is hot insalubrious, as the air, from its elevation 
among the mountains, never loses its elasticity. 

After staying here three weeks, in expectation 
of some baggage coming up, and finding that it 
was delayed by the illness of a person to whose 
care it was intrusted, M. de Pages resolved 
rather to proceed without it, than lose the chance 
of the galleon's sailing from Acapulco. Accord-- 
ingly he set out on the 28th ot March, with no 
o^r companion than two mules. His impatience 
to ^et to the end of his journey was so great, that 
he overlooked losses and inconveniences. In 
his road, which, though direct, was not uniformly 
D 2 
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pleasant^ he met an Indian under a loadof (fiiiits^ 
which he was carrying to Mexico, while hia ass 
was walking before him at its ease. This kind 
master had exonerated his servant from a load 
which seemed to oppress it ; and thus gave an in- 
stance of humanity which it is pleasing to record- 
Having engaged a negro guide by the way, 
this crafty African soon gave him a specimen of 
his dishonesty, by endeavouring ta ride off with 
one of his mules. He made a lame apology^ 
and wished to ascribe the appearances^ which 
were so much against him, to accident, but our 
traveller put himself on his g^ard against his 
future machinations ; and being arrived within 
twenty leagues of Acapulco, he determined to 
reach that place before he rested. 

Before he had proceeded half this distance, his 
guide became so tired, that he was obliged to 
leave him on the road, and travel alone ;> for 
having learned that the last dispatches from the 
viceroy of Mexico had passed two days before, 
and considering ths^ the loss of a smgle hour 
might be fatal to his views, he pushed on with 
the utmost celerity. 

Early in the morning he reached the top of a 
very high mountain; and soon after, imving 
gained a sight of the wide ocean and the ship 
still at anchor, he fell on his knees and returned 
thanks to the Divine Being for having supported 
him hitherto, and for the pro^)ect before his 
eyes. 

Acapulco is a miserable little place, though 
dignified with the name of a city ; and being 
surrounded with volcanic mountains, its atmos^ 
phere is constantly thick and unwholesome. 
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being all without order and diBciidine> gave oo* 
casion to terrible uproar* 

Having reached the thirteenth degree of kUi* 
tude, they stood U> the south-west with a faint 
breeze. During the night they had frequent 
lightning, accompanied with loud claps of tiiun- * 
der. Soon after the wind freshening, the sky 
became clear, and the rate of their sailing was ac-« 
celerated, with the finest weather and the 'most 
beautiful sea that could be conceived. 

Nothing particular occurred during their voy^ 
age for many days. On the 9th of June they 
discovered the high mountains of Guam, one of 
the Marian Isles, and came to an anchor the 
following day on that island, opposite a small . 
fort. This fort is three leagues from the prin- 
cipal town, which is of some extent, and the or- 
dinary residence of the governor. 

It had been usual to send a vessel from Ma« 
nilla to this island once in two or three years ; 
but, owing to some accident, it was now eight 
since the inhabitants had seen a stranger on 
shore. 

The natives of Guam are tall and well made, 
and the expression of their face indicates an 
open and generous character. Here our author 
first observed the custom of chewing betel, which 
is the leaf of a shrub of the. same name« The 
coarse and sensual among them mix it up with 
tobacco, opium, and other drugs ; but in the* 
mouth of an Indian this composition exhales a ve- 
ry grateful odour, which he has much satisfaction 
in imparting to his companion ; and when a 

n^ female favours her admirer with a por- 
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duration, at last they came in view of Cape Spi- 
ritu Santo ; and having still a very dangerous 
passage of one hundred leagues to Manilla, it 
was determined to winter on the isle of Sainar, 
where they anchored in the spacious road of 
Palapa, formed by three small islands, on the 
1st of August. 

Reduced to a short allowance of five ounces 
of biscuit and a small portion of rain water, durv 
ing the late stormy weather, the first refresh- 
ments they received, they might literally be 
said to devour rather than eat. The galleon 
was soon surrounded with numberless canoe S}' 
mixed with little vessels, named Champans^ 
which brought plentiful supplies of provisions 
from Samar. 

M. de Pages now began to think of proceed- 
ing, by the most expeditious means in his pow- 
er, to Manilla. On enquiry he found, that the 
western point of Samar is separated from the 
east coast of Leuconia only by a strait five 
leagues over, and he had some thoughts of tra- 
velling by land ; but among the canoes, finding 
one belonging to the natives of a little island in 
the vicinity of this strait, he availed himself 
of their continuity to Leuconia, and obtained 
leave to embark in their little vessel. 

No sooner, however, had he put off from tlie 
galleon, than he began to reflect on his situation, 
and was extremely at a loss whether he had 
most reason to admire or to dread the rude in- 
dustry of his companions. 

Having reached the open sea, they were over- 
taken by a storm, and soon deluged with raiQ, 
which obliged them to bale with all their might ; 
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however, they had the good fortune soon to reach 
a hdven, where they were joined by many other 
canoes that had taken shelter from the weather. 

To amuse themselves, these Indians prepared 
to exhibit a sham-fight, in which they evaded 
CH- repelled the blows of the assailant, and dis- 
played a thousand strange contortions behind 
their shields. The retreat as well as the assault 
vf&s accompanied by leaps and screams of a most 
extravagant and barbarous nature. The noise 
and tumult of the storm seemed to inspire them 
with an extacy of joy ; but it had not the same 
effect on our traveller's breast. During this time, 
he -sat under the sheher of a rock, and contem- 
plated the appearance and behaviour of his sa- 
vage companions with such wonder, that he al- 
most fell into a reverie ; from which he was 
awakened by the reflection that all he had yet 
seen might only be the prelude to a human sa- 
crifice, and that sacrifice himself. 

Hitherto the Indians had taken no notice of 
him : but, by and by, being joined bv others, af- 
ter surveying him from head to foot, they pre- 
sented him with a dish of rice, which, though 
considerably agitated, he received with every ex- 
pression of gratitude.' 

The storm abating, they again embarked, and 
coasting along, they soon came in sight of a vil- 
lage named Lawan, in which are a church and 
a convent, protected by a little fort. The huts 
of the Indians were scattered over a neighbour- 
ing wood, which, from the extreme luxuriance 
erf* the soil, was become thick and difficult of ac- 
cess. 
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At landing, M. de Pages went to pay his re- 
spects to the parish priest, who received him 
with some civility, and entertained him with the 
eggs of a bird named tabon, which are as large 
as those of a goose* 

Departing from Dawan at sun-set, in order to 
enjoy the cool of the evening, they directed their 
course to Catarman ; and, before the dawn, had 
advanced twelve leagues. Our traveller was feu: 
from being at ease ; the savages were evidently 
conversing about hira^ and some of them pressed 
on bim with a rude familiarity, as if they had a 
design on his pocket ; at least, in the present 
feverish state of his mind he was tempted to 
draw the most unfavourable conclusions. Per- 
severing, however, in his purpose, to proceed in 
the only vessel which goes from Manilla to Can- 
ton, during the season, he was prepared to meet 
every species of danger, with patient fortitude^ 

Arriving safely at Catarman, though it appears 
they had a narrow escape in the night from some 
pirates, our author was lodged in the house 
of a Jesuit, whom he found busily employed in 
giving audience to his people, and composing 
their differences. His reception was not the 
most cordial, but it probab/y was not the less sin- 
cere ; and after some refreshment, he was shewn 
into a room, where he might repose on the sofa, 
while a domestic locked the door behind him.—. 
Soon after he heard several contending voices, 
particularly that of his landlord the Jesuit, who 
having made an harangue, obliged certain person^ 
to make an apology to others. The ceremony 
ended in a severe castigation, the report of which 
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Palapa is situated on the river oi the same 
name, at the distance of two leagues from the 
8ea« The houses of the natives are generally 
•constructed of bamboo, and thatched rwith the 
leaves of the nipe, as it is called, a kind of shrub. 
The body of the building is raised some height 
above the ground, and rests on a flxwr of split 
bamboos. 

The natives, especially those who reside on the 
sea-coast, were formerly Mahometans ; but the 
missionary Jesuits have converted them to the 
religion and allegiance of Spain ; and exercise a 
tyrannical power over them. For the most tri- 
vial offences, persons of both sexes, and all ages> 
are subjected to the discipline of the whip ; to 
which the degraded native submits with such 
patience, that he even thanks the ghostly father 
for the benefit his soul has received from the 
effects of a bastinado, which he is taught to be- 
lieve was inflicted for its good. 

The Jesuit, by means of confession, has access 
to the most secret thoughts of the Indian, who^ 
in the simplicity of his, heart, pours out not only 
his offences, but whatever is the object of his 
hopes or fears in the ear of his pastor. Threats, 
flattery, presents, and punishments, are alter- 
nately held out to reclaim the savage ; and, at 
last,«the priest, gains an entire ascendency over 
him, and he commits both his temporal and 
etemar concerns to the guidance of his spiritual 
director. 

The maxims, indeed, by which the Jesuits _ 
conduct themselves here, much resemble those 
of their brethren in Paraguay, except that they 
do not monopolize the product of the people's 
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mdusUy for their own emolument* But notwith- 
standing' the unbounded attachment which the 
kidiaDS have for their pastors, and the facility 
with which this might have been turned to their 
advantage, M. de Pages says he saw the Jesuits 
meet the edict for the abolition of their order, 
with the deference due to civil authority ; but at 
the same time with the firmness and fortitude 
of a manly and constant mind. 

Samar is blessed with such a fertile soil, that 
it rewards the industry of the husbandman at 
least forty fold. Besides other grain, it pro- 
duces a considerable quantity of rice. The com- 
mon food, however, of the natives is potatoes, 
yams, and a root named gaby. Agreeably to 
the example of the Indians, our traveller lived 
entirely on roots, whose saccharine taste is more 
pleasant and their qualities more nutritious, than 
the uniform use of insipid boiled rice. At first, 
this kind of food seemed heavy and flatulent ; 
but soon became familiar to the stomach. He 
had, likewise, plenty of pork for his consumption, 
and sometimes eggs ; besides a variety of deli- 
cious finiits, among which the cocoa-nut bore 
distinguished pre-eminence. 

Sugar-canes, cabbages, garlic, onions, melons, 
oranges, demons, and other vegetables, little 
known in Europe, are cultivated on this isljind* 
It abounds also in figs of thirteen or fourteen 
different species. But the chief attention of the 
natives is paid, and with justice, to t!ie culture 
of the cocoa tree. 

Nor has nature been less liberal to Samar in 
the variety and excellence of its game. The 
woods swarm with birds of almost every de» 
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scription. Domestic fowls are very numerouflf 
and little different from ours. . Roebucks, buf- 
faloes, and other quadrupeds, range the forests, 
and afford both sport and food, to the dexterous 
hunter. 

Mankind are fed^ clothed, and lodged here, 
Avith little toil, either of body or mind. This . 
easiness of condition renders theiDa open and af- 
fable, gay, lively, and flippant. 

The- Indian has little propensity to labour, but 
he cannot be accused of avoiding it when occa« 
sion requires. Vanity and lying are the only 
immoralities M. de Pages could discover among 
them : they appeared to be warm in their attach- 
ments, and to possess a sensibility of mind pts* 
culiarly nice and delicate. 

Many of them discover a natural taste for 
music, and a genius for the mechanic arts ; 
and, perhaps, nothing is wanting but educaticoi, 
to render them eminent in the elegant or use- 
ful arts. 

The commpn salute between the sexes, and 
of affection among relations, is here preced- 
ed by a gentle aspiration of incense on that 
part of the face to which tlie lips are meant to 
be applied. 

Large trowsers, which descend below the calf 
of tiie leg, a shirt falling over them to the mid- 
dle of the thigh, and a handkerchief twisted 
round the head, in the manner of a turban, 
constitute the ordinary dress. On occasions of 
ceremony, they appear in a round hat, and a 
banyan, orbed-gown, consisting of silk or cotton* 

The women wear an apron, which, after pass- 
ing several times round the waist, faUs down to 
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the toe ; and some of them have a petticoat, so 
very thin and transparent, that modesty obliges 
them to tuck up a comer of it in their girdle, by 
which one leg is exposed. Their shift is shorter 
than that of the men ; but their head-dress is not 
very different, except that they roll their hair 
high on the crown. 

M.de Pages says, he scarcely ever saw an ugly 
or ill favoured woman on these islands. Their 
features are small and not always very regular ; 
hot they have beautiful eyes, and their faces are . 
uncommonly expressive and interesting. One 
of the most beautiful objects, in his opinion, that 
can meet the eye of a painter, is a fine young 
Initian female on her way to fetch water from 
the well. The large leaf hat, the delicate dra- 
pery of her transparent petticoat, and a light 
baxnboo pitcher in each hand, give a surprising; 
grace and dignity to her person. 

Here our traveller was often at a loss to deter- 
mine which had most claim to his admiration, the 
beauty- of the country, or the innocent manners 
of the inhabitants. Having travelled half round 
the glc^e, he had lost many local and illiberal par- 
tiailties ; and was become sensible how little the 
narrow prejudices of education' accord with the 
sentiments of an open and candid mind. Hence, 
if he envied the Bissayan his country, he was 
stilKmore desirous of his society, of that since- 
rity which was visible in his whole conduct, and 
of that serenity of mind so little known jn more 
refined regions. He surveyed with satisfaction 
the smallest of natui*e's works, which the levity 
of a refined imagination has, in no instance, 
taught the Bissayan either to impair or destroy* . 
** e2 
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His heart was enchanted with their simple forms 
of religious adoration ; and his soul was elevated 
to that gi'acious Being, who had led him by the 
hand through all his wanderings. 

Our author makes a remark, which coincides • 
with the general observations of voyagers and 
travellers, that the inhabitants of all the islands 
in the oriental seas, however widely dispersed, 
have a greater affinity with each other than with 
the people of the continent, in their manners, 
♦customs, language, and features. Hence it is 
reasonable to infer, that their intercourse with 
the Asiatics is comparatively of a recent date ; 
and that their first emigration from the old 
world must have happened at a very remote 
period. 

Though they had been favoured with many 
intervals of fine weather, the wind was not pro- 
pitious for their sailing till the end of Septem- 
ber. On the 7th of October, having got every 
thing on board, they steered for Manilla. Iii 
passing the straits of San Bernardino, they found 

a most rapid current, attended with whirlpools ; 

but the direction of the stream being generally 

in their favour, and the wind increasing, they 

made a pretty rapid progress. 

Having passed Marindonque, they descried an 

European vessel, and not being able to ascertath 
f to what country she belonged, they g^ve hep 

chase. She proved to be the San Catlos, a 

Manilla galleon, which, in her passgige to Aca- 

pulco, had put back to be repaired. 

Pursuing their course, and passing severrl 

islands, on the 1 5th of October they anchored 

Jo Port Cavite, to the north-east of the bay of 
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MaiuQat Cavite is the harbour chiefly frequented 
bf the king's ships, while in the Philippine Isles. 
It is formed by a tongue of land, on which 
stands an arsenal defended by excellent batte- 
ries of great extent. 

The town of this port is named St. Roch, and 
is well peopled with Indians, who make active 
sailors and useful workmen. It stands abou^ 
two leagues from Manilla. * 

From the Dominicans, who often sent mis- 
sionaries to China, M. de Pages expected, but ^ 
in vain, such recommendations to their friends 
in that empire, as might have facilitated his in- 
tended expedition to Tartary. The rigid policy 
of the Chinese, in not admitting strangers into 
the interior parts of their country, rendered thi^ 
the only expedient from which he could hope 
for success. Finding himself disappointed in . 
this part of his plan, perhaps from the policy of 
the Dominican missionaries, he resolved to con- 
tinue his travels round the globe, by the way of 
India. 

As our traveller never lost sight of one grand 
object....the study of simple and uncultivated 
man, in his native abodes, the circumstances of 
his residence at Manilla were most propitious 
to his views. He took up his lodgings on the 
bank of the river, about a mile from Manilla, 
the intermediate space being wholly covered ^ 
with the huts of the Indians, fine gardens, and 
country seats of the Spaniards. Numberless 
boats were continually passing and repassing 
under his windows ; and, indeed, no scene can 
be more gay or crowded than the river of Ma- 
nilla* 
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On the island of Luconia, M. de Pages devote 
ed his time, as usual, to the company and coo-* 

/ -versation of the natives. He lodged, boarded, 
and slept, just as they did ; and found the Indians 
here possessed of the same good qualities of the 
heart, as distinguish the inhabitants of the other 
islands, though not equally free from a tincture 
of whim and caprice. 

^ * The* natural turn of their mind is gay, liyely^ 
*and adroit ; but locality of situation and connec*. 
i tiori with Europeans give them many shades of 
distinction. From the natural richness of the. 
soil, joined to the universal practice of mutual 
charity and beneficence, they are averse to labo- . 
rious occupation ; and as the expence of main- 
tenance is an object of little moment here, they 
spend much of their time in visiting, and beings. 

► visited. 

The members of a family seldom separating:- 
upon the marriage of the younger br^ches,. 
four or five different heads, with their respective - 
children, often inhabit the same cottage. They, 
assemble in good humour^ and sit down together, 
without one symptom of envy or jealousy, to par- 
take their meal out of the same dish. Nor are 
their sleeping apartments distinct : every indivi^ 
dual, strangers not excepted, sleeps on a mat 
spread on the ground in the same room ; and 

» yet it rarely happens that any act of impropriety 
is known to take place between the sexes..«»« 
" Sometimes," says M. de Pages, " when I awoke 
in the morning, I have found that I had bor- 
ix)wed the half of a fine young Indian's mat> 
who was fast asleep by my side, without giving 
any offence to her, or occasioning any. scandal ux 
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the society.*' The same habits of domestic life 
prevail in many countries remote from this, 
without being attended with any effects injurious • ■ 
to good morals. Indeed the very existence of 
this apparently perilous custom, is a proof of 
great purity, as well as simplicity of manners in 
the people among whom it prevails. ^ 

The children of the natives, to the age often 
or twelve years, usually run about in their shirts, * , 
without any other covering. Nor does this de- * 
gree of nudity occasion either shame or the sense i 
of indecency, till the age when the passion of 
sex begins to be excited. Indeed, savages, ex- 
cept in cold climates, generally go naked, or at 
least with a very slight covering round their 
loins, without being conscious of the smallest im- 
propriety in their appearance. 

In civilized society, however, we often meet 
with an affectation of modesty which almost al- 
ways betrays a latent corruption of morals ; 
whereas the thoughtless indifference of the In- 
dian is a strong proof of the purity and innocence 
of his mind. 

The city of Manilla is of considerable extent ; 
the streets are handsome, and the houses are 
built in a convenient style. The inhabitants of 
the first distinction are affluent ; and the gene- 
rality are in easy circumstances. *The taste for 
expence, luxuiy, and debauchery, however, is 
ranch less strong than in the Spanish American 
settlements. 

The gay, simple, and ingenuous manners of 
the Indians, seem to have in some measure sub- 
dued the haughty and aiTogant temper of the 
Spaniard ; and an amiable example, to have 
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been copied with a good effect by the Christian. 
The river which forms the harbour for trading 
gj- ships, flows under the city walls, and separates 
Manilla from the town of St. Croix. This last 
is almost equally well built with the capital, and 
is . populous in Indians and Spaniards* At a 
small distance, on the opposite bank of the ri^er, 
*on the same side with Manilla, are seven consi- 
derable towns, chiefly occupied by the natives. 
*♦ Few merchants or mechanics reside within the 
^ walls of Manilla. The great seat of manufac- 
ture, and the emporium of merchandise is Parian, 
on the farther side of the river, which is pretty 
well built, and principally inhabited by the in- 
dustrious Chinese. 

Under the pretext of embracing Christianity, ' 
but in fact to possess themselves of the trade of 
. the country, these people once resorted annually 
to Luconia, and left a few of their companions 
stationary on the island. This colony has ever 
since been increasing, and they are now comput- 
ed at twenty thousand. After engrossing, tha. 
whole of the manufactures, and the principal part 
of the trade, they now begin to turn their atten- 
tion to agriculture. 

In business they are artful and designing, in 
manners and address insinuating ; and, under the 
mask of a smiling countenance, they are ever on 
the watch to take advantage of the credulous 
customer. In their general behaviour, however, 
they are sober, industrious, affable and lively. 

Among^ the inhabitants of Manilla, arfe Arme- 
nian nierchants, Malays, natives of the Malabar 
coast, aud of the kingdom of Siam, besides a few 
Japanese? who have been accidentally thrown on 
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tJxe coast, and have fixed their residence here. It 
is a law of the empire of Japan, that no subject 
shall sail out of sight of land under pain of death ; . 
kence, such as happen to be forced by the vio- 
lence of the wind and weather to a different 
shore, renounce every idea of ever returning to 
their native land. With an extren:ie deference 
for their superiors, they are brave, sober, and in- ' 
telligent. In their deportment, Uiey are grave 
and sedate ; hardy and robust in their persons ; - 
and though capable of enduring the severest toil, ^ 
are little disposed to submit to more than they 
can well avoid- 

The inhabitants of the sea-coast in the Philip- 
pines were formerly Mahometans, and governed 
by chiefs named Datoos ; who, while they exer- 
cised authority over their vassals, paid allegiance 
ajid tribute to certain superior princes. Some of 
these chiefs still exist in the Bissayan islands, 
but retain no other memorial of their ancient 
grandeur, than the privilege of collecting a re- 
venue for the benefit of the crown of Spain. It 
is^ however, very moderate, and exacted with 
great mildness. A few of these Datoos remain 
in Luconia, but without a shadow of consequence 
or authority. 

In this island too, M. de Pages saw an officer 
111 rery mean and indigent circumstances, who 
inherited not only the name, but the royal blood 
of the Montezumas, the hereditary emperors of 
Mexico. The lineal descendants of this illustri- 
ous line of princes have an annual pension of five 
{/lousand piasters, with the vain pinvilege of be- 
ing escorted by a body-guard. Precluded, how- 
tver, by poverty, from exercising these empty 
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honours, they content themselves with bearing the 
arms of the empire, and retaining a few inactive 
guards. 

Sugar, indigo, cotton, many kinds of dyeing 
woods, and valuable trees, are among the native 
products of the Philippines. Of cotton they 
manufacture various fabrics, with great neatness 
and ingenuity. Pepper is most abundant, and 
some other spices, but they are in general little 
cultivated ; and what proves a source of wealth 
to the Dutch, in the hands of the Spaniards 
scarcely supplies the consumption of the country. 

The present commerce of Manilla, exclusive 
of a coasting trade with the Bissayan Isles, is 
confined to one or two ships employed to pur- 
chase goods at Macao, and five or six Chinese 
vessels, which import commodities from Canton 
and Quemoy. They occasionally, but rarely, dis- 
patch a single ship to Siam, Bengal, or the Co- 
romandel coast ; and besides the galleon of New 
Spain, laden with the produce of Bengal and 
China, they send a ship to Batavia, whence they 
are supplied with the goods and manufactures ot" 
Europe. 

As there was no ship to sail from Manilla 
sooner than that which was bound for Batavia, 
M. de Pages chose to embrace this opportunity 
of resuming his travels ; and accordingly sailed 
from Manilla on the 7th of March 1769, on board 
a small vessel bound for Batavia ; and without 
any remarkable occurrence, anchored in that 
road on tlie 1 5th of April. 

Batavia has been so often visited, that we for- 
bear to enlarge in its description, unless where 
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the novelty of our author's remarks deserve at- 
tention. . 

During a stay of four months in this great 
emporium of Dutch commerce in the east, M. 
de Pages had reason to think that there was 
much impolicy in the manner in which the na- 
tives were treated by their invaders. The Hol- 
landers take no care to incorporate the Indians 
with their own people, or to make them one by 
the ties of interest or convenience. Hence, that 
motley policy, in which they alternately employ 
force, flattery, and dissimulation, as may seem 
most conducive to promote the present ends, 
without any fixed principles of conduct. 

The Indians seem to have a rooted aversion to 
their tyrants, which only weakness keeps from 
displaying itself in acts of aggression. Hostili- 
ties, indeed, are not infrequent between them ; 
nor is there any common bond of union, even 
when tranquility prevails ; and our author is of 
opinion, that should any disasters affect the 
parent state, its colonial establishments in the 
east would soon be dissolved*. 

M. de Pages found much entertainment in 
rambling about the streets of Batavia, each of 
which presents the gay and pleasant effects of a 
beautiM promenade. On either side is a regular 
row of houses, veneered with a sort of tesselated 
bricks. Along the sides of each hoi^e, two or 
three steps from the ground, runs a terrace, 
which is separated from the adjoining building 

• This idea has been realized by recent events, though 
not originating from the cause apprehended. The natives 
tlo not appear to have taken any active part against their 
former oppressors. 

V. p. r 
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by benches, and covered with tents or booths, 
for the accommodation of the proprietpr and his 
friends. Beneath this terrace is a space, six or 
seven feet wide, paved with flag stones, which 
forms a path for foot passengers. Contiguous to 
this is a much larger space covered with fine 
sand and gravel for carriages ; and last of all, 
appears a row of bushy evergreens, cut in fan 
form, which lines each side of a canal of run- 
ning Water, about thirty yards wide. 

Under the shade of those trees is another lit- 
tle terrace, neatly paved and rising by a flight of 
steps above the level of the street. The canal is 
bounded by walls, with stairs, at intervals, for 
the convenience of navigation ; and the opposite 
side of the street is exactly uniform with that 
which has now been described. 

The castle is a very beautiful object ; and from 
tlie uniform and chaste simplicity observed in 
the military, as well as the moral disposition of 
the adjacent grounds, the Dutch taste is advan- 
tageously displayed. 

The suburbs are divided into three districts, 
separated from each other by large intervals, oc- 
cupied by beautiful gardens. The Chinese sub- 
urb, or town, is immensely populous, and the 
streets and shops have all the bustle xsf industry 
and trade. 

M. de Pages visited all the places of pubUc 
amusement in this city. He attended the Chi- 
nese as well as the European comedy, and 
saw a kind of Javanese opera, accompanied with 
.dancing. There was a novelty in the natural 
and simple music of these countries, very en- 
tertaining. 
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The ceremonies attending the Javanese man- 
ner of burial are extremely interesting to a mind 
endued with sensibility. The mourner's plain- 
tive lamentation, the tears and sorrows of the 
relations, the profusion of flowers and odours, 
scattered over the body of the deceased, are all 
expressive of that sweet and tender affection 
-which subsisted between the living and their de- 
ceased friends. The Javanese are tall and well 
proportioned, and present themselves with a no- 
ble air and more open countenance than the na- 
tives of the Philippines. The Malay Indians, en 
the other hand, are short and clumsy, with some- 
thing extremely coarse and rustic in their eyes 
and general features. 

The Chinese again preserve their native cha- 
racter, and are nearly the same here as at home. 
Our traveller observes, that when one of their 
females has arrived at a marriageable age, and 
wishes to settle in life, she places a set of flower 
pots in the windows of her apartments, as a sig- 
nal that she may be wooed. The nuptial con- 
tract is made without the slightest acquaintance 
between the parties ; and the wife of an Asiatic 
grandee would conceive it to be a profanation of 
her person, to be seen without the walls of the 
baram. 

The insalubrity of the air of Batavia, is the 
universal complaint of alnoiost every person who 
has visited the place. M. de Pages says, that 
though he drank nothing but water, and fed on 
fruits and vegetables alone, he never enjoyed 
better health than hi the island of Java ; but to 
this very simplicity of his living, may justly be 
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ascribed the exemption he gained from the bane- 
ful effects of the climate. 

Abstemiousness is not the taste of Europeans 
in general ; but the natives are remarkably tem- 
perate, and whoever will follow their simple 
modes, may be blessed with the same health 
they enjoy. 

The Dutch company, under the pretext of 
doing honour to the emperor of Java,l)ut in fact, 
with a view to their own security alone, main- 
tain two companies of European cavalry in his 
service. The Indian kings, in alliance with them, 
are crovimed by the council of Batavla; and 
when at any time the right of succession is dis- 
puted, whatever pretender is fortunate enough 
to have the company's interest, is certain to suc- 
ceed in his claim. 

It is a maxim of policy with the Dutch to flat- 
ter the native princes, with all the parade of 
regal grandeur, at the same time that they strip 
them of all real consequence. Thus, provided 
they can get possession of the substance, the 
Indian may amuse himself with the shadow of 
majesty • 

Intending to visit Bombay, the only safe, conci- 
niodious, and strongly fortified harbour on the 
main land of India, M. de Pages took his pas* 
sage in an English vessel bound to Surat, which, 
for commercial reasons, was to touch at that 
port. 

They set sail on the 2d of August, 1769, and 
doubling Bantam, they entered the Straits of 
Sunda. The wind soon proving unfavourable^ 
and provisions growing short, it was first pro- 
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posed to put into Rajapour on the main land; 
but the wind afterwards shifting to their wish, 
they held on their course for Bombay, and soon 
anchored off that island- Though the soil is 
generally steril, the excellent accommodation 
which the harbour yields for ships, renders this 
a place of considerable resort. 

The ship having dispatched her business at 
this place, our traveller continued his voyage in 
her to Surat, where they arrived on the 7th of 
September. This is a very large and beautiful 
road, but much exposed to winds, and too remote 
fronn the land to be commodious. 

As soon as the ship was secured, M. de Pages 
set out for the capital. The castle, which stands 
on the border of the river, was the first object of 
his attention. It consists of a number of semi- 
circular towers, mutually flanking each other, 
and commanding the city and river. The British 
and Moorish flags were both displayed ; though 
the former possess all the real authority, while 
the nabob exercises a power rather shewy than 
solid - 

The prodigious extent of the city of Surat, . 
vast population, riches, and elegance ; every 
object, in short, tends to impress the mind of a 
stranger with ideas of its great resources and 
importance. 

During our traveller's sojournment here, the 
nabob made his public appearance, aiXended by 
three thoustmd regular troops, besides an equal 
numher of persons on foot, on horseback, or in 
palanquins. In his train was a band of music, 
remarkable only for its noise, together with a 
number of camels and four elephants richly ca- 
F 2 
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parisoned : in short, the \vhole procession was 
well calculated to give a suitable idea of oriental 
pomp and magnificence. 

- All the inhabitants of the iirst distinction in 
Surat, and, at least, one half of those of inferior 
condition, are followers of Mahomet ; next to 
them in number are the Gentoos ; then the 
Persians ; while the Jews and Christians, the last 
of whom, though possessing the greatest power, 
do not exceed five hundred, make the smallest 
class. 

Being extremely desirous to obtain some 
knowledge of the Marrattas^ our author dressed 
himself in the fashion of the country, and having 
obtained a guide of that nation, soon left Surat. 
In his progress through the country, he passed 
several villages, at regular stages of about four 
leagues, and in their vicinity saw abundant crops 
of Indian corn, rice, vegetables, and other cul- 
tivated productions. 

The country is much intersected with rivew, 
which, however, are inconsiderable, except in 
the rainy season. After a journey often leagues, 
he came to Nausary, a small tower defended by 
a fort, surrounded with pagodas, gardens, and 
beautiful flower plats. Nothing, however, asto- 
nished M. de Pages more, than to see with w^hat 
confidence and familiarity the different tribes of 
animals sported around them. The birds, seem- 
ingly unapquainted with the depredations of 
man, perched on the trees over their heads with 
a gay indifference ; the monkey and the squir- 
rel climbed the wall, or gamboled on the house- 
top without apprehension. Happy effect of those 



PAGES' TRAVELS. 5S 

tnild and innocent manners, which give peace 
and protection to all creation's tribes. 

M. de Pages finding himself fatigued with 
walking) on his arrival at Nausary, hired an oxy 
the only animal used for riding in this country, 
and continued his travels to Gondivy. 

When he sat down to dinner, for the first time, 
he had leaves placed instead of plates, and like- 
wise a leaf goblet, all which were thrown away 
as soon as they were used ; for a Gentoo will 
not defile the purity of his person by coming 
in contact with that part of the cup which has 
been at the mouth of a man of a different cast. 

Proceeding eight leagues farther, through a 
country only fit for pasture, and in many places 
desolate, he arrived at a small town, which forms 
the domains of a petty sovereign prince. Next 
day he reached Demum ; but as he had no in- 
clination to visit the governor, he advanced about 
a mile farther, and slept in a small town com- 
posed of Gentoos and a few Christians, subject 
to the Portuguese, who have a small territory 
on this coast* 

Since M. de Pages left Surat, he had not, till 
now, met with a single Christian, and he was 
not a little pleased to find tliat his host was of 
the same reiigicHi with himself. 

After a week's jouraeying, he arrived at the 
village of Danou, the minister of which was an 
Indian Portuguese, and on him our traveller 
made it his business to wait. 

The district of Demum was formerly posses- 
sed by the Portuguese, and when it passed to the 
Marrattas, they granted toleration to all religions; 
and the Christians are consequently pretty nu- 
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merous. All the rights of Christian worship ave 
performed with equal freedom as in any country 
of Europe ; and our traveller was present at a 
marriage ceremony, at which the Marrattas, and 
even the Bramins, though allured by curiosity 
only, behaved with the most commendable de- 
cency of manners. 

The general appearance of the Marrattas of 
both sexes indicates industry and activity. There 
are, however, among them, some who affect reli- 
gion as an excuse for idleness and vanity. The 
Gentoos here preserve their universal character 
of being social, humane, and hospitable. Their 
pagodas are filled with innumerable idols. Some 
of them are very grotesque and extravagant em- 
blematical repi'esentations of the Deity ; while 
others are only monitors and representatives of 
his particular attributes or beneficence. 

Our traveller had the pleasure to make an ac-, 
quaintance with a Bramin during his peregrina- 
tions in this country, who avowed that he wor- 
shipped one God only; and, indeed, though the 
Divine Essence is often adored under some mate- 
rial form, it cannot be proved, that any people 
are so sunk in ignorance as to worship an idol on 
its own account, and distinct from its great ori- 
ginal. The Bramins being an enlightened order 
of men, certainly cannot be charged with idola- 
try, in the vulgar and literal sense of that word ; 
and they are liberal enough to own, that the great 
object of religion is the same in all countries.... 
the adoration of one Almighty Father of us all* , 

On the 12th of November our traveller resum- 

■ ed his journey, and passed Trapore, a garrison 

town of some extent. His next stage was Ma- 
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heini ; and the following day he reached Agas- 
san, where he received the hospitality of a 
Frenchman in the service of a Marratta prince, 
residing at Barauda. 

Agassan stands at the distance of five leagues 
from another considerable town, named Bassan, 
which has a commercial intercourse with Arabia* 
The sea coast is strongly fortified, and the coun- 
try is populous. The natives cultivate the sugar* 
cane, cocoa, and palms ; their prevailing crops, 
however, are Indian com and rice ; and, in the 
art of agriculture, they appear to have made no 
small progress. The effects of industry and rural 
labour are every where conspicuous. 

The most common animals in this country are 
tigers, monkeys, and wild dogs. Of the feather- 
ed tribe the most frequent are doves, parroquets, 
and crows, which are so tame as to attack the 
dishes on the tables. 

The houses in the country are of the simplest 
construction, formed of bamboo or palm tree, 
and thatched with leaves or hay. The edifices 
in the towns, however, are extremely different, 
and many of them are not only elegant, but grand\ 
In general, they are two stories high ; and the 
front is supported on the inside by a certain num- 
ber of pillars, open to the air, whilst the outer 
wall is surrounded by a kind of gallery, which 
encircles the other three sides of the house. 

The floor is paved with a certain composition, 
consisting of soft stone pounded and "mixed with 
a species of plaster, made of oil and the whites 
of eggs« This cement, when properly prepared, 
is exceedingly solid and compact, and acquires 
the appearance of a smooth stone of the most 
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beautiful surface. The top of the building has a 
flat roof or terrace, coated with the same cement, 
which they name algamasse. 

The dress of the women is composed of a very 
long piece of painted calico, one half of which, 
after passing several times round the waist, is 
folded back and fastened behind ; while the other 
half is thrown over the head, and falling down 
before, covers the arms and bosom, and is attach- 
ed in folds to the girdle. In this manner one 
simple garment embraces the whole body, and 
even serves for a veil to the face. 

In town the men are usually dressed in a long 
white robe, which has the appearance of a jacket 
sewed to a kind of petticoat ; but in the country 
they wear two long broad pieces of cloth, the 
one round their loins, and the other over their 
shoulders; of sometimes only a kind of band 
passed between their thighs. 

Rings seem to be a peculiar object of female 
ambition, in every rank and condition of life, 
and are used for the toes as well as the fingers. 
Nose-jewels, or rings, are also common oma-' 
ments ; and even the skin does not escape the 
marks of vanity. The forehead is sometimes de- 
corated with a star punctured in the flesh : and 
the lower eye-lashes are often painted black, to 
enhance the brilliancy of the pupil. 

The burning of wives on the death of their 
husbands, one of the most remarkable proofs of a 
barbarous affection that the world can produce, 
though not quite obsolete among some of the 
higher casts, is nevertheless much on the decline; 
and when it is used, to appearance, the unhappy 
victim is suffocated by pouring pails of oil over 
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M. de Pages observes, that though all public 
offices center in the Bramins, they are peculiarly 
affable and condescending; and appear to be 
perfectly unacquainted with the meaning of" the 
insolence of office," a phrase so well understood 
in Europe. The different chambera of adminis- 
tration, as well as the courts of justice, are open 
to the inspection of the public ; while those who 
preside in them, are equally accessible to the 
lowest as the highest. 

On our traveller's first arrival at Salset, the 
deputy soubadar, after giving him a civil recep- 
tion, took occasion to observe, that as Europeans 
were ever of a fiery and turbulent character, he 
would wish to know who was to vouch for his 
good behaviour. M. de Pages answered, that in 
ordinary cases, the maxims of European policy 
required no "bther pledge of a man's obedience 
to the laws than his person and property. The 
soubadar remarked, that this was not always 
sufficient with regard to European!^ and he spe- 
cified some instances of their excesses, which 
seem to haye ansen from a vain display of 
bravery. 

Indeed, so mild are the manners and dis]x>si- 
tioDs of the Gentoos, that it is difficult to account 
for them on any principles of religion and policy: 
they seem to arise from nature, from habit, from 
the very frame of the mind, and from the tem- 
perate and^ abstemious modes of life. The com* 
mon use of animal food has, no doubt, exalted 
the natural tone of the passions; among the 
Gentoos, this is totally incompatible with their 
religion, and has certainly been one reason fer 
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"him and his mufti, the English counsellors^ wkh 
a body of the company's troops, occupied a dia*^ 
tinguisherf rank. '* •* 

On the 20th of Aprils they set sail for Bassdff'a • 
in company with an English armed vessel, that 
protected them through the gulph, which is much 
infested by pirates. In thirteen days they drop-, 
ped anchor at Mascate, which lies without the 
Straits of Ormus, and, consequently is a favour*^ 
able situation for trade. Hence it serves as an 
emporium for the commerce of India and Persia* 

M. de Pages took this opportunity of going 
ashore, where he met wnth a native of Ispahan^ 
who#cted as agent for French affairs in this city. 
The houses are miserably built, but the number 
of fine gardens gives the place a cheer&il ap- 
pearance. High, and almost inaccessible moun- 
tains surround it^ and a handftil of men may 
guard the access by land against a whole army. 

The iman of this kingdom affects to be the 
bnly genuine descendant of Mahomet. He pos- 
sesses an extensive territory, and lives in great 
splendour, in his capital, about five days* journey 
from Mascate. 

In these regions the bulk of the people live on 
udates and milk, converted into a very dry sub- 
stance, which, however, being again dissolved, 
affords a very refreshing liquor. From the sea 
they are well supplied with fish. In many, places 
of the east the women lead the most sequestered 
livjes; but at Mascate this is carried so far, tj^at 
not an Arabian female is to be seen abroad. - 

After spending several days at this post,* they - 
stood for the straits of Ormus, which have a 
tremendous rolling sea. With some danger audi 
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The Asiatics, in general, consider Europeans 
as men endowed with the reasoning fekculty, 
rather than as reasonable themselves ; or, in.oitliii^ 
words, as a race of ingenious fools : this was the 
prevailing opinion of the ship's company, and-- 
consequently, though our author might be i^e 
to argue best, he failed to pi'oduce conyiction. 

After touching at Bender Abouehier, a pon.of 
Persia, and taking in a new pilot, which was etx- 
tremely necessary, fix)m the nature of the navi- 
gation they were about to commence, they stood 
for the mouth of the Euphrates. In their pas- 
sage they were obliged to anchor at the Isle of 
Careith, which once belonged to the Dutch, and - 
was attempted to be possessed by the English ; 
but at present was inhabited by Perwans, Cunis, 
and Arabs, who all agreed in a rooted aversion to 
the Europeans. 

The gallies bdonging to Careith infest the • 
Persian gulph, and tliough they are not profes- 
sionally pirates, a ship sailing here ought to be 
prepared for resistance. 

Proceeding on their voyage, at the distance of 

eight leagues from the Euphrates, the pilots bc- 

: came attxious about what they called the entrance 

• of the old bed of the nver, which is situated on 

the. Curd coast. They passed over several banks, 

along which the river discharges itself into tht 

' gulph, aj>d, were twice aground before they could 

reach the coast of Arabia. , 

At last the pilots boldly entered the chatmel, 

convinced, from the sight of the land, which, 

however, is flat and low, that they had got clear 

of those banks which incommode the navigation 

^ the Euphrates. 
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r the water was now found lo \H 

. leased ; and aa Dassora lies at lh« 

, leagues tmm the scli, shipii ^solj 

' 'ifl anchor whi-re tbej' please* 

- fi*om Bahsoru, ihcy passed 

ui Clielibyi and afterwards db* 

coast of Artibia^ a small river, 

on Tt^L- banks of ivhich stands an inconsiderable 

ntosqtic* 

Tk , which is a large atsd populous city^ 

. It a TTitk fit»rti the Euphadcs, mtd it 

• '' he very banks of that nvcfJ 
, and the greatest part of thf 
-bouats art. cither destitute of windoUTs, o^ 
fi!y Ver)* small oues, in order to cxdmJ^ 
^ wiTids afrhc clesuit^ 
. .Ks of the I'.uphrutf^s supply the iitha- 
with fruit and ve^eliibles, while Ihey re- 
tixim Peitiia and BeiKler Abouchier all thc^ 
other ntecsstiries of life. The great mass of ih4 
n« 'v^/jr ^ii1»*vist on dates and^ kind of sour iwttki 
ms of the etist, respecting frmaJci 
^^ .i^^. „ i.uiervcd in all their strictness : th^- af 
a» iiivisibk to a stranger, aa if Ihey were really 
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.f>ra is subject, under the grand seigidor, to 
f, ,,.. f.r Bagdad^ who* howevers poisseast^sj 
' td anihorily, and finds it cxpe 
vn u» rNcin^r inuch discretion in hl^ conduct^ 
to the Curds and Arabians, 

English possess the p^reattst part of tike 
t trade ; iitid u^ the Arabfi, who compose 
!. ' ' ' il?j, arc little civdi^ed, 

be inimical to tlieir in- 
l^^ ih'zy have bad Uie addresfe^v under vaiiou» 



68 PAGES' TRAVELS. 

pretexts, to get five hundred national troops sta- 
tioned ashore ; and as their ships lie at anchor 
within gun-shot of the town, they are in a condi- ^ 
tion to overawe the inhabitants on any emer- 
gency, that may render their interference requi- 
site. In the exercise, however, of a most exten- 
sive commerce, tlie English have discovered the 
good policy of appearing open and libetipd in their 
transactions with strangers, and, as merchants, 
are deservedly esteemed. 

M. de Pages, having waited on the French 
consul on the 25th of June, 1770, was politeily 
received by him. Learning that a caravan had 
set out for Aleppo, only fifteen days before, he 
saw with regret the opportunity he had lost of 
crossing the desart, and feared lest he should be 
detained here for a long space before the depar- 
ture of .another. His fears, however, were of no 
long duration. A caravan of Bedouins, or Ara- 
bian shepherds, on their way to Aleppo, were 
now approaching the town ; and having sent to 
enquire if any passengers were desirous to take 
the advantage of their protection, the French 
consut obligingly equipped M. de Pages for this 
.fexpedition ; who, having assumed the Turkish 
habit, and made his best acknowledgments to 
his beneficent countrynian, he departed after be- 
ing no more tlian three days in Bassora. 

In the evening of the 28th of June, he* Was 
introduced to the Arab, who engaged for his safe 
conduct, and was taken under his care with eve^y 
token of hospitality. Next day, every thing- 
being ready, he mounted a camel for the first 
time in his life, in company with eight Arabs, 
nd in the evening came up with the caravan. 
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Order, howcTcr. 
were inlroduced wv 
where fKey sojouined two days urn] a half* 

Our travL'lter, entirely alone, advam f rl t.n i 
ihe tetiis, when a shii^le Arab challen 
»ome paces* distance, deHifin^- «n t^^- 
nejis. He jipirc them to Ufid 
[I ^••*'^ri"erin the d^sart^ anu ^l.^l i m,. 
I ! his iiitrysioji. This provn 

luiv, iiL was aalutedwilh much chHiu, 
chic ted to the tent, and placed a a t^ 
respect in the tipper seat- Hi ' 
profession a smith, and had a 
which he heated with cImrcoaL ^ib- 
the roots of some bracnbleB ; and hii« I 
V '. ■'* Mir skins in the form of a Uv-. 

V. '5 of his child i^cn pres&ed, to 

ylutie ot a pair of bellows. 

This, Hke all other tents in the rump, htt<! :t '] 
■ sion in the middle; the fim 

Lpled by the master of the l. ■ , i 
i/in.st>4, while the second was a&srgucd to tlict 
L Tillies* 

A beautifu! man \vas standing at the door fjf 
m mif^hhounn^ tent, which M* de Page** hkc- 
wise look the liberty to enter. Here he wa* 
rv* lamely w?^ell received by a j;ood nkl Ai'«K 

: . was employed in making bntlk s and tr- 
ai '^oat-skins. Every cnatyrc he met, cvt^* lh^ 
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It seemed to lae the chief employment of this 
little commonwealth, to di'ess goats* hairi and 
the wool of tlidr sheep and ciimels. Onr -' 
cti|!iilancr surprised our traveller fi<it u 

Efeft^i air of tlie peopki who, tlic*ugh 
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herds and other Arabian pro- 
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Jftimful silence reigns o^er the dreary 

apt? i neither beu^t, bird, nor uisect, is 

I diversity the sad unjforniity of the scene, 

"* quantily oi" water whkli is found 

biljun is extremdy salt and biueri but, 

Jl the inconveniences of His situation, 

dfi lu& independence, and looks dov^n 
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with contempt on the efTeminate and constrtdn- 
ed pleasures of happier climes. Brave, proud* 
hospitable, and enterprising, he is faithful to 
his friends, and joins in all their animosities 
with the same zeal as if he were personally con- 
cerned. 

Even in their engagements with strainers, 
the Arabs are of approved fidelity. If a travel- 
ler has purchased the privilege of passing un- 
molested, of an individual Arab, all those of the 
same tribe feel it their duty to protect him, and 
under some circumstances he may pass the de- 
sart with 'little apprehension of injustice. 

A tribe of Arabs on their march across the 
desart, is a very curious and entertaining spec- 
tacle. On this occasion a vast expanse of plain 
presents itself to the eye, covered with flocks and 
herds, preceded by a troop of camels, * laden 
with tents, baggage, and domestic implem^its. 
Behind these is another set of camels, bearing 
the \etme and infirm animals. On a thii^d set are 
groupes of women and children, whose shouts 
mix in strange confusion with the bleating and 
bellowing of numberless animals, of all humours, 
ages, and species. Such of the women as are ex- 
empt from the encumbrance of the children, em- 
ploy themselves on their camels in spinning or 
grinding com with hand-mills. While high 
above this' singular mass of tumult and disorder, 
towers a forest of lances, at least eight or ten 
feet long, while the ear is stunned with the 
hoarse voice of the Arab, chiding, expostulating, 
or commanding silence ; but whose chief caixi is 
to form a strong rampart for the defence of the 
Uttle commonwealth on its march. 
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It yf9a the intention of the Bedouins, in whose 
eompany M- de Pages travelled, to have pursued 
their route through the middle of the desart ; but 
it being represented by the Arabs of the camp, 
that among other inconveniences resulting from 
this step, they would not find s single drop of 
water in that direction, it was at last resolved to 
proceed towards the banks of the Euphrates. 

' Having, filled their water bottles they resum- 
ed their jomiiey, keeping a little more to the 
north-east ; and after four days' march reached 
a deserted castle, with three towers, on the con- 
fines of a small lake. Here they again replen- 
ished their bottles, though the water was very 
disagreeable both to the smell and the taste. 

.Our author, prompted by curiosity as.weil as 
thir6t,^4rew towards the castle, and saw an ob- 
ject of great rarity in these regions....a piece of 
water covered with bulrushes waving in the 
\yind. He hastened to the spot with joy and 
expectation; but found the enchanting scene, 
which his fancy had painted, was only a piece 
ot moist, marshy ground, where the putrid water 
was of every colour of the rainbow, and emitted 
a most pestilential odour. He made a shift, 
however, to penetrate where it seemed to be of 
the greatest depth, in hopes of finding water 
there of a less offensive quality ; but parched as 
he was with the burning wind of the desart, his 
stomach revolted as he approached it to his lips. 

♦ The castle stands close to the lake, and is 

surrounded with a mound of earth, of which 

material also the walls were constructed. The 

doors were so small that it never appears to 

T. p. H 
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have been designed as a place of regular de- 
fence. 

Having satisfied his curiosity as to the plan 
of the building, so little expected in this place, 
he began to open his eyes to a view of the sur- 
rounding country ; and found the poetical des- 
cription of Oriental Tales to fall short of the 
resemblance of the scene. A stillness like the 
silence of night, the faint remrans of a breeze, 
glowing with the fervour of the meridian sun, 
and dying aw^ay with his sinking orb, an un- 
bounded waste of dark grey sand, hot as the ashes 
of a furnace, the vast canopy of the heavens, 
across whose pale atmosphere no object was 
seen but the crimson disk of the sun, half dip- 
ped in the horizon, were a few of the objects 
that conspired to impress his mind with an un^ 
pleasing melancholyf 

He hastened to join his companions ; and pui'- 
suing their route in the same direction, in two 
days they came to some wells contiguous to 
four tents, the women belonging to which assist- 
ed in mending and filling their bottles. 

After three days' farther progress, towards 
evening, they descried abo\it twelve Arabs with 
a number of camels. The chief of the caravan, 
tempted perhaps by the smallness of the party, 
ordered his men to give chase ; and in their 
flight they dropped some Hnen, bottles, and 
clubs. 

This exploit was by no means agreeable to 

M. de Pages ; he rcilected on the probable con^ 

sequences of it ; he felt for its injustice. The 

v night, however, passed v/ithout molestation, an4 

next morning they resumed their journey; ,but 
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Towards evening the Arabs made a feint to 
renew the attack ; but being sure of their prey, 
they seemed unwilling to expose themselves to 
much danger. Night coming on, the enemy 
retired to the distance of half a league, and sen- 
tinels were stationed on all sides of the caravan^ 
to watch their motions. 

In a short time many fires were lighted up by 
the Bedouins, and they began to form them- 
selves into circles, and to whisper each other. 
Our traveller conceived that some secret enter- 
prise was in agitation ; and in a short time they 
began to saddle their camels; while his conduct- 
or gave him notice of the intended flight, and 
advised him to abandon the most weighty part 
of his provisions, and to stick fast to his dro- 
medary. 

This was a most dismal prospect for M. de 
Pages. He was to follow, the caravan at the 
dreadful gallop of the camel, to which he was 
not accustomed, and b^ing now convinced he 
had nothing better to expect, than to perish by 
file sword, or be taken prisoner, he could not 
help secretly wishing that the enemy might 
overtake them, and decide their destiny at once. 
At four o'clock in the morning, the usual cry 
of bonne garde ? or, who goes there ? was set 
up, while more fires were kindled, to deceive the 
enemy. An interval of dead silence ensued ; 
when at length, at half past four, as the advanc- 
ed ^ard was still shouting bonne garde ? our 
traveller's friendly guide came to see if he was 
properly mounted, and in an instant the whole 
caravan shot across the desart like a flash o£ 
fightning. 

H 2 
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They had fled three leagues towards the -south 
at full stretch, during which M. de Pages suffer* 
ed more than words can express, from the into-* 
lerably painful motions of his beast, and he wa^ 
so bruised and worn out, that he was often oa 
the point of abandoning his hold* 

Meanwhile they saw the enemy in' close pur« 
suit ; but as part of the caravan had fallen into 
their hands, they lost some time in i^laging the 
effects, and catching the young camels intended 
for sale, which had been purposely fettered ofH' 
one foot to throw them in the way of the Arabs> 
and check their pursuit. 

After riding with all their might three leagues 
farther, a party of seven persons, of whom M« 
de Pages was one, happening to be together* 
resolved to detach themselves entirely from the 
scattered remains of the caravan; and what be-* 
came of the rest he never knew. By making a 
large circuit round the' region they had just 
traversed, they resumed their fonner direction 
without seeing any more of their friends or 
enemies. 

Continuing their flight with the utmost cele- 
rity, they came at length to a stony district* 
where our traveller's camel stumbling, threw 
him off, and taking flight, overturned his bag- 
gage ; when a Bedouin cutting the ropes, he 
was deprived of all his provisions, with a con- 
siderable part of his other necessaries, while the 
beast ran unloaded before them. 

By the humanity of an Arab he was taken up 
behind him ; and, at eight o'clock, having en- 
tered the dry bed of a torrent, they lay concealed, 
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while cMje of the party went to reconnoitre, from 
an eminence, what was passini^ on the plain. 

He could discover nothing in sight ; and after 
Biaking a temporary saddle for our traveller, 
which increased his sufferings, though nothing 
more could be done in the present crisis, they 
rode on for two hours more, when they came to 
a spring of sweet water, surrounded with shrubs, 
which seemed to announce its good quality ••••• 
Worn out with thirst and fatigue, our traveller 
drank almost a bottle of it at a draught ; but he 
had soon reason to be sorry for the imprudence 
of his conduct, 

M. de Pages now reflected on the gratitude 
he owed to the friendly Arab, who, in the mo- 
ment of danger and distress, had rescued him 
from being left behind. How to satisfy this 
debt he knew not* He had only four piasters 
left ; he tendered them as a small token of af- 
fectionate gratitude to his benefactor. The Arab 
positively refused to accept any thing ; his mind 
had been formed to charily and beneficence, 
without the prospect of a reward ; he could not 
conceive on what principle money was offered 
him ; nor would he receive it at last, in any other 
light, than as the memorial of a friend, who 
loved and esteemed him. 

The same disinterestedness and humanity 
were displayed, in their supplying him from 
their own scanty stock of provisions, with what- 
ever they could afford ; nor did this kind atten- 
tion cease to the very day of their separation. 

Observing the fresh traces of cattle visible 
about the well, they were fearful of continuing 
long on this spot ; and therefore, after some re- 
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freshment) they set out, and travelled with nearly 
the same rapidity as before. M. de Pages suf' 
fered inexpressible pain ; his nerves were so 
shattered, that his fingers involuntarily shook 
like the keys of a harpsichord ; and he began 
to lose his appetite together with his bodily fa- 
culties. 

After a short halt in the evening, the Bedouins* 
judged it necessary to proceed, and the follow- 
ing morning they discovered the banks of the 
Euphrates, on which stood a solitary building ; 
but suddenly observing a company of Arabs, 
they turned the heads of their camels, and fled 
f\ill speed. 

. In regulating their flight, they were directed 
by the north-west wind in the day time, and by. 
the motion of the stars in the night* 

Having had the good fortune to discover a 
well, at which they filled their bottles, they tra- 
velled on for four days more, when they des- 
cried a ridge of high mountains on the left, 
stretching along the horizon. Turning now to 
the right, and directing their march in the line 
of the mountains, they arrived at a watering- 
place, in the midst of a plain. Descending into 
a deep cavern, formed by huge rocks, they found 
in a vast bason, or natural cavity, a fountain of 
bitter water, which, considering its taste, smell, 
colour, and situation, seems to merit a place in< 
the catalogue of the infernal sources. 

Next day, having rested in some hollows, they . 
continued their journey along the sides of the 
hills, as soon as it was dusk, from the dread of 
falling in with the natives. This caution proved 
^'^'Iremely fortunate ; for next mortiing, having^ 
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for a band of robbers, they requested them to 
withdraw to an adjacent field, where they might 
refresh themselves unmolested. This was rea- 
dily complied with, and after a few hours, they 
resumed their journey over a country which 
gradually was becoming more beautiful and po- 
pulous. 

Having passed many villages, they were now 
travelling through a country like a continued 
garden, abounding in trees and plants of various 
kinds. Coming to an arcade, within which was 
a charming fountain of water, the Bedouins were 
seized with a panic, and refused to enter till 
one of their companions had reconnoitred the 
place. 

At last they came to a cemetery, and at a small 
distance before them perceived the walls of a 
great town. The rich appearance of the ad- 
jacent country, and the many fine gardens along 
the road, suggested the idea of a very extensive 
city. Being about to halt under the town wall 
for refreshment, they received a message from 
the bashaw, ordering them instantly to depart, 
and threatening vengeance in case of disobe- 
dience. 

Sensible that they were at the mercy of a ty- 
rant, they thought it expedient to withdraw to 
some distance, when the message was repeated, 
probably through the fear which the Bedouias 
occasion. Meanwhile a bold and spirited Arab 
of the party, incensed at the insolence of the 
people, stopped his dromedary, and stuck his 
lance into the ground, to denote possession ; aiid, 
in spite of remonstrances and abuse, the whole 
party instantly followed his example. It was on 
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the 3d of August, and on the thirty-fifth day 
since their departure from Bassora, that they 
fixed their quarters in the vicinity of this city. 

Harassed by marches and countermarches, 
by fear, fatigue, and want, our traveller had such 
a confusion of ideas, that he could not ascertain 
the situation of the place near which they were ; 
but thought it corresponded most with that of 
the ancient city of Damascus. His companions, 
however, told him it was Chams, or the City of 
the Sim ; and that it was inhabited by a race of 
men peculiarly vicious and malevolent. He was 
fiirther informed, that they were ten days* jour- 
ney from Aleppo, to which he urged his con- 
ductor to carry him ; but with regard to their 
actual situation on the globe, he was more in the 
dark than before. 

M. de Pages was anxious to be carried by his 
giude into the city, that he might find some inn 
or house of entertainment for strangers ; but 
tliis proposal seemed to be idle and ridiculous 
to a man who had little knowledge of European 
liabits. Having then expressed his desire to be 
introduced to some Asiatic Christian, the friend- 
ly Arab readily complied with this request, and 
he now discovered that Chams was the Arabian 
appellation for Damascus. In the street he met 
a Jesuit, who proved to be a native of France, and 
who kindly invited him to the hospitality of his 
convent ; an offer too grateful not to be accepted 
with alacrity. 

Damascus is large and populous. The houses 
towards the streets make but an indifferent ap- 
pearance ; but have a handsome garden front. 
This city contains manufactures of different 
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kinds, and the markets are elegant and well stapi 
plied. The district inhabited by the Chris<laaQS 
is mean, and in every respect inferior to the other 
quarters of the town. 

The great trade and population of Damascus^ 
as well as the high veneration it holds amdng 
the Musselmen, originate from its being the 
place of rendezvous for the Mahometan pil- 
grims of Europe and part of Syria, in their way 
to Mecca ; hence it has been dignified with the 
title of Mahomet's Heel. 

This caravan is conducted by the bashaw of 
Damascus, who receives a considerable sura 
from the porte on this account, as well as to main- 
tain the military force, and to keep certain cas- 
tles in the desart in repair. At fixed stations, 
the caravan of Damascus is joined by the pil- 
grims from Bagdad and Cairo, who all arrive at 
Mecca, either at the solemnity of Courban Bey- 
ran, or Abraham's Sacrifice ; or at the end of 
Ramadan, corresponding to the Jewish passover. 

The Jesuits of Damascus were kind and atten- 
tive to M. de Pages to the last degree ; and in a 
city where the people are uncommonly cruel 
and ferocious, and which, property speaking, 
does not contain one resident European, their 
hospitality was the more gratefully felt. 

At his departure, after passing nearly a vt^eek 
in Damascus, these good fathers furnished him 
with a guide to Baruth, on the borders of the 
Mediterranean. 

At first the road led over mountains, where 

the soil was extremely dry, with little appearance 

of cultivation, though they found excellent fruity 

-ilk, ttnd vegetables. After ascending and dc- 
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scending for a considerable time, they entered a 
narrow defile of great length, which bix>ught 
them to a large and extensive plain, named Beca, 
near the center of which they crossed a small 
river^ and soon after reached a village. 

Here they halted till the visual hour of resum- 
ing their journey in the night, when they ascend- 
ed high and craggy mountains, with great ine- 
qualities of soil and pix)duce ; though every spot 
fit for the purpose is planted with vines, mul- 
berries, and other fruit trees. 

In this mountainous track they were every 
where hospitably received. The natives appear- 
ed to possess a noble simplicity of character, 
equally removed from arrogance and mean ser- 
vility of spirit. Their common food consists of 
sweet and sour milk, and a sort of crape cakes, 
toasted on a cylinder of hewn stone, heated with- 
inside. 

Havhig reached the top of the mountains that 
command a view of the Mediterranean, our tra- 
veller, out of gratitude to that kind Being who 
had preserved him through so many dangers, 
made due acknov/ledgments of praise ; and gra- 
dually descending, they enteied on an extensive 
plain, whose lively verdure was singularly grate- 
fid to the eye. 

As thf y proceeded, the springs burst out from 
the ridges, gently watered the skirts of the 
mountains, and uniting their streams, formed 
little babbling torrents, which difiused fertility as 
they advanced ; and contrasted with the barren 
wastes of Arabia, raised such sensations in the 
mind as may better be imagined than expressed. 
V. p. I 
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They arrived at Bam& about nme la tiie 
morning, vben M* de Pages went to a convetit 
of Capuchin friars, from whom he received a 
hi^arty welcome. The superior of this convent 
gave our traveller all the information he wanted 
respecting his Toute to Quesrouan, a district of 
Lebanon, which he was inclined to visit ; and 
after two days' stay at Baruth, in which cily 
Christians and Mahometans live on friendly 
terms, he continued his journey. 

Near the sea shore, on the road to Tripoli, he 
soon came to the foot of a mountain, which Is to 
be ascended only by flights of steps cut out of the 
solid rock. This is one of the great works whieh 
immortalize the memory of the Romans, moxif 
of whose inscriptions, on this road, still attract 
the eye of the traveller. In the path, which is 
about twelve feet broad, holes are worked by the 
chissel for the horses' hoofs, to prevent their 
' slipping. Rails have very properly been placed 
on the side next the sea, which heaves its biliowa 
with great violence against the rocks ; whilst to^- 
wards land the head of the traveller grows giddjT 
as he looks down upon the frightful precipice* 

Having ascended this extraordinary mountaia^ 
and descended on the opposite side in a similar 
manner, they passed Dog's River, about two 
leagues' distance from Baruth. A little beyond 
this river, on a mountain, stands a Maronite con- 
vent, named Louisey, with a tolerably neat 
church. 

From thence our traveller was directed to the 
Jesuit's hospice of Aintoura, which was in sight, 
and which in a short time he reached. Here he 
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Was w«ll receircd by the superior) to whom he 
ddivered a letter from Damascus, and expressing 
Ms earnest desire to visit Quesrouan, was prtv 
mmed every assistance in gratifying his wishes* 
, This religious house is situated on the side of 
a mountain^ which> though extremely steep and 
difficult of ascent, is cultivated and planted to 
the very summit. The houses of the natives lie 
dispersedly all over the mountain. Higher up is 
a seminary, in which the Jesuits educate a num- 
ber of young men dedicated to the altar. 

By means of the superior, M. de Pages be* 
came acquainted with a sheik who resided at 
Jbhon ; and after spending three days with the 
Quesrouan Jesuits, he continued his journey for 
that place. 

Jelton stands near the summit of a village ; 
and notwithstanding the soil is arid and stony, 
the mulberry trees thrive there in a surprising 
manner. This village makes a better appear^ 
ance than the generality of villages our traveller 
had seen in this track, though the houses seem 
little calculated for the mansions of the first per- 
sons in the country. United^ however, in the 
tkts of interest and affection, the inhabitants 
maintain a frugal, but independent manner of 
life. They excite the idea of an opulent pea- 
santry much more than a race of chiefs ; but 
&Dm this extreme simplicity of manners, and 
ignorance of luxuries^ result that courage and 
magnanimity by which the mountaineers defend 
themselves fronik sinking under the Turkish go-^ 
vemment. They pay, indeed, a small annual 
tribute, but in other respects maintain a perfect 
independence. 
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• When M- de Pages presented the sheik witli 
his introductory letter from the superior of Ain- 
toura, he received him with the greatest civility j 
and recommending him to the care of his soD) 
charged the young gentleman to shew him what- 
ever was interesting in the country. 

After spending three days very agreeably with 
this hospitable sheik, he set out to visit several 
other highland grandees, and every where met 
with a kind reception. He assisted at all their 
assemblies, which were generally held under the 
shade of trees, and in the same easy manner he 
was conducted to divine service, and other meet>- 
ings of a social and public nature. So much ur- 
banity of manners, and unaffected civility as he 
met with among those inhabitants of the moun*- 
tains, gratified him highly ; while his friend and 
conductor, the sheik's son, discovered such a 
sweetness of temper and disposition as engaged 
his esteem. 

In the sheiks of Quesrouan, who have ehosen 
this almost impregnable village for their resi- 
dence, is vested the landed propeily of the dis- 
trict, from which they draw a certain revenue, 
charged, however, with a fixed sum to the emir, 
who, in his tura, pays an annual tribute to the 
Porte. They administer justice on their own 
estates, and assess their tenants to the public bur- 
thens. The Catholics are alone regarded as the 
true and legitimate inhabitants of the country ; 
and hence the Turks, passing this way, are sub- 
jected to a certain toll, from which all Christians 
are exempted. 

These people never go far from home without 
' ^'Og completely armed ; and they never suffer 
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a perSQpal insult to pass with impunity. Their 
aspect has an expression of confidence conveying 
an idea of moral rectitude, united to great intre- 
pidity of mind* They are prone to compassion 
and the offices of hospitality ; are gay and lively 
in their ordinary deportment; and discover, on 
some occasions, a considerable talent for irony. 

The clergy are poor, and labour with their own 
hands to support their families ; for though Ca- 
tholics, according to their particular ritual, a 
man may take orders subsequent to marriage, 
provided it has been contracted with a virgin. 
IHvine service is celebrated in the Syriac lan- 
guage; but the gospel and breviary are read 
aloud in Arabic, which is the vulgar tongue. All 
the studies of the clergy are confined to the scrip- 
tures and the catechism of the church, and they 
are little conversant with abstruse questions in 
theology ; but what is better, they are regular in 
their lives, sound in their morals, and sincere in 
their belief. 

The impregnable situation of the country of 
Quesrouan has naturally pointed it out as an 
asylum for all the professors of Christianity in 
Asiatic Turkey ; and hence it has become the 
residence of many bishops, and the seat of a con- 
siderable number of convents for both sexes..... 
Among the former are the patriarch of the Greek 
church ; the patriarch of Antioch, who presides 
over the sect of the Maronites ; and the patriarch 
of Armenia, who superintends several convents, 
under the rule of his own ritual. 

The people in general are addicted to religion, 
and vice and immorality are little known among 
them. Though the women are not secluded 
I 2 
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from public view, chastity is so highly esteemed^ 
that an unmamed female, who happens to be- 
come pregnant, is sure to be sacrificed by the 
hands of her own relations ; and a family would 
consider itself as dishonoured, should the pei*- 
son, who marries a daughter out of it, be unable 
to produce proofs of his bride's virginity. 

Desirous of seeing the manners of a people, 
so little visited, in their true and genuine colours, 
our traveller having spent a few days at Jelton, 
set out in his route to Mafra, a village lying at 
the foot of the highest mountain in Quesrouan. 
The country through which he passed was 
highly picturesque, and many spots were emi- 
nently beautiful- After ascending and descend- 
ing several hills, studded with mulberry trees, 
and finely cultivated spots, he at last arrived at 
Mafra, an open village of considerable extent- 
Being furnished with a letter from the sheik 
of Jelton to the minister of the parish, he alight- 
ed at his door. This worthy pastor was engaged 
in the fields ; but his wife and children received 
our traveller, and pressed him to stay and repose 
himself till the return of the master of the family. 
The wife was a fine young woman, with a com- 
plexion deep bronzed by the sun. In the midst 
of her three children, whom she endeavoured to 
quiet by turns, she conducted the detail of her 
little family affairs. 

Meanwhile the good pastor returned from his 
farm,.- and his attention to his guest seemed to 
vie. with the kind civilities of his wife. The latter, 
however, soon withdrew, in conformity to the 
restraints which oriental manners impose on the 
' ^aviour of women. 
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At the hour of vespers the people assembled 
in the open air, where prayers were offered up 
to the Deity, with as much devotion, as if they 
had been seated under the gilded ceiling of the 
most sumptuous temple. All the flock seemed 
desirous to distinguish our traveller, and to make 
their countiy agreeable to him. 

The evening brought home a number of do- 
mestic, animals, which constituted the wealth of 
this honest ecclesiastic. Assisted by his wife, he 
fed them by hand, and received their caresses, 
the only return they could make for the care and 
attention of their master. 

M. de Pages had his bed laid under the porch, 
the usual place of lodging strangers in the east ; 
while his host reposed close by him ; for, ac- 
cording to the manners of the mountaineers, the 
master jof a family is himself the keeper and 
guardian of his guests. Next morning he at- 
tended mass ; and notwithstanding the most 
pressing invitation to prolong his visit, he re- 
sumed his journey, and proceeded towards what 
is esteemed the highest mountain in the country. 
No habitations lie higher than Mafra, which, 
from its elevation, is covered with snow half the 
year. 

On ascending the mountain, the mulberry 
trees, which had clothed its sides, began to dis- 
appear, and the land lay in a state of nature, 
affording only pasturage to some flocks and 
herds. 

They now entered on a rich and fertile plain, 
which presented the most pleasing verdure to 
the eye. This level is bounded towards the south 
by the great mountain, whose perpendicular 
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rocks are k>&t in the clouds ; towards the e^t and 
north by a small hill ; while towards the weat» 
the eye fiits over successive chains of mountains 
to a great distance* 

Here our traveller surveyed the ruins of ao 
ancient tower> built of stoa&^ of immense iuze« 
Over the first gaiie was a Greek inscripdon? 
wluch he was unable to transcribe ; but another 
in the angle of the building, being perfectly 
copied) was thus translated by the Academy ^ 
Sciences at Paris : " In the three hundred and 
fifty ''Sixth year, Tholmus presiding for the sixth 
time over the Temple of the Most High Go<j^ 
this building was erected." This alludes to the 
era of the Selucides, that is, three hundred md 
twelve years before the birth of Christ. 

Beyond the tower, to the westward, lie other 
ruins of great extent, consisting of single stones^ 
pillars, galleries, and gates which indicate the 
magnificent style in which this very ancient tem- 
ple was originally built. Its scite is amidst high 
perpendicular rocks, that in some places served 
it for i*amparts. According to the natives, it waa 
consecrated to the mother of the gods, under one 
of the Ptolemies ; but from the inscription, it ap- 
pears rather to have been dedicated to the ho« 
nour of the fether. 

In this quarter of Lebanon, if we may give 
credit to the tradition of the natives, grew those 
stately cedars, that were used in the construe* 
tion of Solomon's Temple at Jerusalem. 

Having refreshed themselves on the brink of 

a rivch spring of fine limpid water, near the ruins, 

they^continued their progress to the r^ht of Uie 

•*t. mountain. The rocks appeared charged 
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with Greek inscriptions, but none of a length 
that could deserve transcription. 

Ascending eastward, they came to other ruins, 
some of whose stones seemed perforated for the 
insertion of pipes, which in former times might 
have served for a fountain. 

Having reached the summit of the mountain, 
they found themselves on what is called the Ass*s 
Back, which slopes on one side into the plain, 
and on the other into a vale of great depth..... 
Along this ridge runs a canal which serves to 
convey the water to Mafra, two leagues distant. 
The water here is most intensely cold ; and it 
appears to arise from* melted snow filtrated 
through the rocks. 

Here our traveller parted with some of the 
villagers of Mafra, who had accompanied him so 
far, and continuing his rome by another branch 
of the canal, soon eftitered a natural arch, about 
forty paces broad and eighty long ; one of the 
most majestic scenes he ever beheld. The wa- 
ter pouring from the heights, from the melting 
of the snow, gradually unites in a great torrent, 
which falls about forty feet, and pursuing its 
course with increased rapidity among rifted rocks, 
at length passes under this arch, about fifty paces 
below the fall. The vault of the arch, though 
on a level with the road, is at least one hundred 
feet above the bed of the torrent, which here be- 
gins to enter the mouth of a narrow valley. 

Passing this curious arch, and making a sweep 
round the side of a mountain, M. de Pages be- 
gan to enter some pleasant and fertile fields.... 
At night he took up his lodging in a little con- 
vent, consisting of only a monk and a friar ; and 
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M. de Pj^s was charmed with the b^*i|tf' 
and serenity of the climate, which is peculiarly 
what a man, who wished to become a child ol 
nature, would wish to enjoy. In the different 
regions of the globe he had visited, he found 
no climate equally propitious to the natural state 
of man ; with that which extends its mild influ- 
ence over the southern parts of Syria. 

The particular situation of this country, in- 
deed, contributes much to the excellency of it^ 
climate and the fruitfulness of its soil. It is 
protected from the north wind by an exten- 
sive ridge of lofty mountains ; it is bounded on 
the west by the sea ; and on the east by the arid 
desarts of Arabia, from whose parched and sandy 
soil, little vapour can arise to produce rain. 

Among the productions of Syria are those of 
hot as well as cold countries ; wheat, barley, cot- 
ton, the oak, pine, and sycamore, all grow in 
a great degree of perfection. The vine, the fig, 
the mulberry, the apple, and other trees of Eu- 
rope, are not less common in the gardens and 
orchards than the jujubier, the fig-bannan, the 
lemon, the orange, and the sugar-cane, and other 
productions of tropical climates. 

The industrious character of the natives dis- 
plays itself in the cultivated state of their moun- 
tains, many parts of which present the face of a 
fine garden. Springs, judiciously directed, water 
their mulberry plantations, which constitute the 
wealth of the country. Such h the supenior qua- 
lity and high value of the silk, raised here, that 
the farmer obtains from his mulberry trees, at 
little expence and labour, a comfortable subsist- 
ence for his familv. 
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inent ; but tliey are men of regular and pious 
lives, and highly esteemed by their flocks* 

In Syria we find only four ordera 9f men t 
princes ; lords and governors ; opulent merchants 
and farmers ; and lastly, the common peasantry. 
These gradations of i-ank are well preserved ; 
and though a person may descend to a lower 
station, there is little chance of an inferior lisiag 
to bne of the higher situations. 

Wishing to become better acquainted with the 
natives of the Syrian mountains, M. de Pages de- 
termined to pay them another visit, and particu- 
larly to the Druses. 

His first stage was Aintoura, and from thence 
he proceeded to Agousta. Next day having set 
out for Abey, situated among the Druses, he 
crossed the plain of Baruth, and soon after came 
• to a beautiful forest of pines, close to a little 
Arabian encampment. 

Passing over an arid soil, sprinkled with oHve 
and mulberry trees, he arrived at the village of 
Chouisah, the residence and patrimony of an oh* 
scure emir, and after traversing some hills and 
vales, from the top of a high ridge, he discovered 
the village of Abey, where he arrived in the 
evening. It is situated at the distance of two 
leagues from the Dair el Kamar, the capital of 
the Drusan country, and the seat of the- grand 
emir. 

Abey is built on the third flight of a vast am* 
phitheatre, formed by three mountains, piled 
one above another, and occupying the whole in- 
tervening space between this village and the 
Mediterranean. 
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Here eur traveller fixed his residence in a Ca- 
puchin CfMivetft, from the superior of which he 
experienced kindness and hospitality. This con- 
vent overlooks several highland villages, in which 
he spent the greater part of his time, as his prin-f 
cipal object was to obtain an intimate acquaint- 
ance with the manners of a people so little 
known. 

To effect this, he assisted in all their rustic di- 
versions ; and after conforming to the life df a 
savage in America, a Bramin in India, and an 
Arab in the desart, he now became a sfiepherd 
am(mg the Druses. 

Daring his peregrination in this country, he 
assisted at several funerals, Drusan as well as 
Christian ; ceremonies which, with a little vari- 
ation in the form of their prayers, are nearly 
similar. In a few hours after a Druse e^ircs, 
he is laJd out in his hut, in his ordinary apparel 
and accoutrements, land a pious book placed in 
his hands. The women hasten from all quarters, 
and bedew the corpse wiiEh their tears, while the 
men make the vallies resound with dismal cries 
and lamentations. 

The relations then assembling carry the body 
round the village, with many cries, groans, and 
convulsive gesticulations. It is then brought 
back to the tent, when a Drusan priest begins 
the service, •hich consists of a number ^f 
prayers, recited in a low tone of voice. The 
preparations for the departure of the bier are ac- 
companied Vvith the most dismal bowlings, and 
even the appearance of resistance on the part 
of the/emales, yho seem .unable to brook a final 
separation. 
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When the body has been deposited hi the 

grave, the strangers are invited *by the»inhai»jt- 

tants of the village to their several houses, virhere 

they commemorate the virtues of the defunct, 

' and entertain their guests in the best ix^iBQer 

^*!j^jthey are able. 

M. de Pages now paid a visit to the tovrn of 
Dair el Kamar, situated on the banks of the Tha- 
mour, on the side of a mountain. The palaees, 
or seraglios, belonging to the emirs of the reign- 
ing family, are fine buildings ; the churches are 
handsome, and constructed in a good taste; and 
tb&,mansions of some of the sheiks and comr 
linandants have laj^ge and commodious apart- 
ments ; but the generality of the buildings arc 
mean. The Druses do not exceed one half oi 
the inhabitants, while the remaindei* are Maro- 
nite^, or Greek Christians. , 

Some of the institutions among the Druses 
are very singular. A mountaineer is never seen 
without the walls of his cottage unarmed ; and 
by the maxims of a law, which custom has esta- 
blished, a man has a right to repel force by force, 
dnd to redress his wrongs in the best manner he 
can ; and, therefore, whoever considers himself 
as insulted, dispatches hisantagonist the moment 
he finds an opportunity. This is certainly a 
deplorable laxity of government. 

Again, a man who gives his dlfcghter in mar- 
riage to any but one of his o\vn relations^ is ood- 
sidered as bringing a reproach on himself and 
his tribe ; and the consequences are sometimes 
fatal. Families of the same blood entertain the 
* most clannish attachjyient ; insomuch thai who- 
ever offers an affront to one, is held to be in a 
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state of hostiUty with the whole tribe. Hence 
Tiiany acts of* violence arise ; and the offender 
has no other means of security than by putting 
h^self under the protection of some chief, who, 
under the mask of hospitality, shelters him from 
the pursuit of his enemies. 

The Druses are divided into two classes ; the 
first has no other religion than that of nature ; 
whUe the second, named Acquelle, or spiritual 
Druses, are the votaries of a religion, the prin- 
ci^es of which are altogether unknown. This 
last class dresses in black, or in striped black 
amd white garments, wear a turban, and are not 
aliowed to carry arms, except upon extraordinary 
occasions* 

These people practise great austerities, and 
spend their lives in prayer, fasting, and absti- 
nence from every species of pleasure. Those 
who ^acquire a character foi: extraordinary de- 
votion, are held in the highest veneration, and 
they die, as it is expressed, in the sweet odour 
of holiness. Several of the religious Dinises 
have been converted to.Christianity. 

The other class of Druses is extremely rude 
and uninformed ; and though some of them are 
said to worship the true God, they may be coor 
sidered in general, as having no fixed religious 
principles. .Some of them, however, are men of 
very good character* They value themselves 
highly on their personal courage ; and perhaps 
have mcffe virtues than their, rude appearance 
indicates. 

During the three months which our traveller 
passed at Abey, he. slept in a garden near the 
great road, without any wall or fence, and yet 
K 2 
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never met with the smallest molests^ion. He 
had access to the society of tweTve villagteft in 
the vicinity, and had no reason to apprehend 
danger in free and unguarded ex€urBions4anang 
them. 

M. de Pages now made a second visit to hia 
fiiend, the pastor of Mafra, taking Aintoura and 
Jelton in his way. He was every where receiv* 
ed with kindness and hospitality ; and halving 
now made a considerable stay in this part of 
Asia, and being desirous of passing into Eun^, 
he proceeded directly to St. Jean d'Acre, a 
port much frequented by the trading ships of 
Marseilles. 

Finding a vessel tliere, he set sail for Mar« 
seilles, in the end of June, 177 l,when they bote 
away for Cyprus, which having coasted, they 
stretched to the northward, to catch the breeze 
from that quarter, which they fell in with on the^ 
coast of Caramania. 

• Having arrived on the coast of the gulph of 
Satalia, they descried a small vessel, which bore 
down upon them with full sail. Being appre- 
hensive that she might be a piratical cruiser^ 
though only one man appeared on deck, they 
£red a shot, to shew that they were prepared ; 
but it was necessary to repeat the salute before 
" she chose to sheer off. 

Being in want of water, they touched at Limba 
on the Isle of Rhodes. Here our author could 
not help comparing the refined Greek with the 
hardy Arabian, between whose manners and 
principles there is so great a contrast, though 
both are equally poor. The Greek, however) 
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i^iiicofmparably the most miserable ; because he 
hafr wants to %ratify which the Arab does not 
know ; and amid ali the advantages of an in^* 
duigent skyy passes his time in wishes he can-* 
sot reach) and in a slavish dependance which 
the Arab disdains. 

No sooner had they taken in water and pro- 
visions, and got clear of the bay, than the Turks^ 
suspecting their connection with the Russians^ 
gave them chase. The French, without dis- 
playmg symptoms of apprehension, hoisted their 
flag and pendant ; when the Turkish vessel gave 
over the pursuit, which was so fiEir fortunate, as 
they had a quantity of rice on board, contrary 
to an ordinance of the Porte* 

On the 1 5th of October, they came to an an- 
chor at the Isle of Malta, where our traveller 
met several French frigates, and on board them 
some of his old companions, whose friendship 
was not abated by his long absence* 

Having afterwards touched at Tunis, on some 
business, they again got under sail ; but being 
retarded by contrary winds, they did not reacJr 
Palma, in Sardinia, till the 27th of November. . 
Ren&aining here for a few days, they proceeded 
on their voyage, and on the 5th of December, 
177 1, M. de Pages, with gratitude to Providence * 
for his preservation to the end of , his travels, 
again set his foot on his native soil* ' 

Unwilling to deprive our readers of that plea- 
sure, which they cannot fail to reap from the * 
labours of such an ingenious and amiable man 
as M« de Pages, we subjoin a brief account of 
two voyages he afterwards made : one towards 
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the south, and the other towards the north pole* 
As our own navigators, Cook afid Mulgrave, 
have furnished the world with ample and satis> 
factory details in both those directions, we shall 
principally confine ourselves to what appe^s 
novel in place and remark. 



^ VOYAGE OF 

M. DE PAGES, 

TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLEj 
IK 1773 AND 1774. 



THE French government having detef- 
mined to promote discoveries in unexplored 
regions of the globe, orders Were given for the 
equipment of a ship called the Holland, and a 
frigate, to be employed on an expedition to the 
South Seas. 

It was with peculiar satisfaction, M. de Pages 
says, that he found he was to have a command 

on this occasion He was invested with the 

charge of whatever service on shore the circum- 
stances of their discoveries might require ; and 
to touch at the Cape of Good Hope, and after- 
wards at the Isle of France, before they jwoceed- 
ed southward. ' . 

They set sail from the port of Brest on the 
26th of March, 1773, with a fair wind ; and on 
the 4th of April saw Teneriffe. In the begin- 
ning of May they had a distant view of Martin 
Va&*s Isles ; and on the 25 th of that month, 
came in sight of the Table of the Cape. Our 
traveller, with his usual love of nature, in its 
most undisguised form, made several excursions 
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among the Hottentots, and was charmed with 
the simplicity of their manners ; but as we have 
had occasion more than once to describe this 
sing^ilar race, we wave particiUars, however 
pleasing a repetition might be to ourselves. 

The frigate had sailed from the Cape for 
Madagascar, on the 27th of June, and the Rol- 
land, with M. de Pages on board, got under way 
on the 1 1th of July. Soon after, darkness over- 
spread the heavens, and the lightning flashed in 
the most awful form. A violent storm succeed- 
ed ; and though it was night, the waves, by 
t^ir collision, produced a gleam of electricity, 
which enabled them to see pretty clearly round 
them. 

The "^ind shifting, soon blew a perfect hurri- 
cane, and the ship lay water-logged in the ut- 
aiost distress. Happily she righted, but being 
afterwards thrown on her beam ends, they were 
obliged to cut away the mizen-mast, and suffered 
other considerable damage. 

The storm abating the:y repaired their damage 
in the best manner that circumstances would al- 
low ; and on the 29th they arrived safe in a har- 
bour, on the north-west of the isle of France. 

Here they remained two months in equipping 
. the ship for a southern navigation ; part of 
which time, however, they spent on the isle of 
Bourbon. 

Both the population and the productions of 
the soil of Bourbon are vastly superior to those 
of the Isle of France. This appearance, so lit- 
tle expected, induced M. de Pages to make en- 
quiry into the cause ; and after informing hivni^ 
self respecting the succours afforded to both 
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settlemeats by the mother country, he found a 
confirmauon of his old maxims, Vhat simSt? 
?Irr'"T'^ff'"^"* cultivation of the sou 
£l tT^ •*''^ ''r' ^'f * flourishing popu. 

RmAwinois; whereas the prevalence of vanity 

S nJS^ '"^ '^' ^^'" ^'f ^'•^'*^« has damped 
ts prospenty, and greatly retarded the advln- 

^wT*"*"^ rt* situation commands. 

then !l»* '^^'^ *•* discover a southeni continent, 

Uien the common illusion of navigators and phi- 

tnl^fl A "f''* ""^''^h *J^«^y arrived in lati- 

tude 38 deg. south, with hazy weather; and next 
day they saw two gonalettes of a grey colour 
rnv'^oFS "^ ^^"^''y '^•— ' - ihe te 
For several succeeding days they met with 
orTs^Jf h^r "^ ^PPro-'^hin'g som^e contiS 

tn^^"i''! ^^* «f December, being then in lati- 

•n L r**^^* *'*'=y ^""^ * fa" of sno^ ^vhich con- 
tUMwd for some time with heavy gales of wind. 

,^1 J ,' ^^^ ^^^ s^^°ne out in all his 

splendour^ and the winds died away ; but this 
agreeable change was of short duration; for 
next day the snow, storms, and haze recom- 
menced, and they had little fine weather till the 
I4th, on which day they discovered a large shoal 
ot ice, apparently stationary; and soon after, 
the man at the mast head, cried out, land. 

It proved to be a mountainous coast of a very 
rugged aspect, and apparently intersected in 
many places by the impetuous fall of torrents. 
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* The interior country, as far as they o&uld dia* 
cover, was wrapped in snow; and along the eoa»t. 
were many beautiful cascades, fed by the melt-- 
ing of the inland snow. A river,* skirted with a 
lively verdure, produced by some sti'aggling 
thickets of shrubbery, joined the sea through a 
chasm in the mountain. The latitude of this 
place was 49 deg. 10 min. longitude 66 deg. 
1 8 min. from Paris. 

Coasting along, they picked up some pieces 
of coral, of a deep red, and discovered an island, 
to which they gave the name of Re-union, and 
soon after, another, which they called Isle dc 
Crois. A kind of promontory, to which they 
gave the appellation of Cape 'Fran9ois next pre- 
sented itself, with a coast stretching to the 
soutli-east. 

Having made a general survey of the coast, 
which they considered as a continent, on the 3d 
of January, >774, they repaired to the Isle of 
Re-imion, and landing, took a formal possession 
of their discoveries. The coast of this island is 
lofty but green, and swarms with a species of 
bustard. The sand was covered with penguins 
and sea-lions, which, from their apparent .§x-. 
cmption from alarm, at their approach, secuKjd 
to assure them that the country was totally un- 
inhabited. The soil produces grass, but they 
saw not a single tree. 

On the morning of the 9th, they sent out a 
boat in search of penguins and bustards, which 
were so tame, that they suffered themselves to 
be knocked on the head. In a short time the 
sky became overcast, and th^ boat, in trying to 

♦er the road, was suddenly driven back by a 
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violent gust of wind, rain, and hail. Immediate 
assistance was sent from the Rolland ; but the 
men- were quite exliausted with fatigue before 
they could be taken up, and the boat immedi- 
ately sunk. 

The cold was most intense during this storm ; 
the sails becamie like a perfect sheet of ice, and 
the men were so benumbed, that they could not 
handle them. Yet this was in the middle of the 
fine season, and corresponding to the 9th of July, 
in tiie northern hemisphere. 

After encountering many dangers on this in- 
hospitable coast, they quitted their cruise, and 
set sail for the island of Madagascar. They soon 
perceived an agreeable mitigation in the severity 
of the atmosphere ; and the transition from an 
extreme cold to a milder climate gave them se- 
vere pains in their bowels, which were only the 
prelude to that fbrmidable disease, the scurvy, 
which now began to manifest itself. 

On the 21st they dropped anchor in Anton gil 
bay, close to a creek in the island of Mavrosse. 
On this 'little island they erected tents, for the 
accommodation of such as were ill of the scurvy. 
Frefm the woods they were plentifully supplied 
with lemons, pine-apples, and other fruit : while 
fowls and fresh meat were procured from the In- 
dian villages, whence the sick derived the agree- 
able prospect of a speedy recovery. 

Madagascar is about nine hundred miles long, 
and one hundred broad, and, next to Borneo, is 
the most extensive island in the world; As it lies 
between the 12th and 26th degree of latitude, it 
is favoured with a mild and agreeable climate^ 
The soil is luxuriantly fertile ; travellers, and 
V. ?. L 
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especially botanists, who profess to be aecui^atir 
. observers of nature, maintain that she no wheijK 
lavishes her bounty with equal prodigality as ill 
this island* Her& she indulges in a peculiar di^ 
play of vigorous and multifarious vegetation* 
The country, from its vast extent south and nofth) 
includes various modifications of climate^ asod 
cherishes the productions of tropical as well a^ 
more temperate regions. In pardcular the fruit 
Rabinsara, which is common in the woods, is 
highly valuable ; and according to our authosr* 
unites in it the qualities of cloves, cinnamon, and 
nutmeg ; and when gathered a little before it i| 
ripe, is capable of supplying the place of those 
.jspices. The number of rivers in Madagascar! 
the superior quality of its animals, the great 
abundance of com, indigo, and sugar, with many 
other vegetable productions, all concur in attesit- 
ing the luxuriant fertility of the soil. 

M? de Pages, as was most congenial to his 
mind, applied himself chiefly to the study of tlie 
manners and principles of action of the people 
among whom he now resided. The littje island 
of Marrosse did not escape his attention ; but, a^ 
his connection with his countrymen was unfavoujN 
able to his views, he detached himself froin 
them, and embarking in a little canoe for a dis-: 
tant village, to purchase provisions, had very 
neai'ly lost his life in the violent surf on the^ore. 
The Indians, however, received him, a^s. soon 
as he landed, with kindness, and offered their 
services to assist and relieve him. He was con- 
ducted to the mansion of the chief of the, village^ 
• and well accommodated. A crowd of Indians 
followed him into his bed-room, who behaved 
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fiiUjr; but tired him with their conipanj 
|.^ »*'ihHtiew lo.it ; and seemed, by the 
nnt!i% lo s^ivc ti ttilouf lo the 
t u . 1 ^ i. . 1 ris rv y ' f * '— the fi^eedoms of 
ill die island of ^ar* 

■ ■; M. dv. i-agts received an 
um the chief, inviting him (o 
ririkiii^ lov or tositr, a liquor €on*4ial- 
'jiiice of the sui^ar-LaiiL^ fcnnyiiicd with 
mid mnijUirfl. He had the hi- be 

at the upper end of the room, .; a^ 

thiePs h eolith, and attended ius Is^vec 
an two hi:mm» he took hi* leave. 
f^ afu^nvaiids he received an invita- 
IJott ■ ,, on which occasion the chief was 

Mily b? his o^vn family, attd the W6meti 
i the olfice of menkd sepvanis. The 
ard wsia furnbhcd with nee, piled upon fig^ 
aveij, Siiid garnished with pieces of fish and 
H't, ttrcrssed with diHtrent soils of herbs. Fig-.. 
WQVG id so sobstl luted for plittt!s mid spoons* 
iravellcr bad taken care to provide some 
in a short time tlie cjuertainnietu be- 
hly guy* At the conclu?iion of the 
chief was complimented with a few bat- 
if the inspiring juice ; while his wife and 
itcra wen: gratified with some large needles* 
ilie evening M. de Pages arrived at the vil- 
tt Mi^hankToUt where he pt^oixjsed to reside 
f some time. It is most aj^recab!)- situated, st 
distance from the shori^, on a rivulet whose 
arc diversified with lufts of wood and mea- 
und. At high water, this village is corn- 
insulated by a little canal in the sand* 
i houses have interioediate spaces between 
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them, presenting the sweet verdure of varicmfi 
trees and vegetables. The population of the vil- 
lage is considerable. 

The day after our traveller settled here," ,a 
Frenchman, who lived in a state of intimacy witji 
a daughter of the chief, having somewhat ai^- 
niptly withdrawn his assiduities, gave such of- 
fence to the father, that he refused to part widi 
some bullocks he had contracted to sell for tHe 
use of the ship, till the faithless lover should re- 
turn to his mistress. 

A proposition so singular co^ild not fail to ex- 
cite our traveller's surprise ; particularly whepi 
lie saw the requisition of the chief treated as an 
object of grave deliberation, in an assembly ^ 
the {>rinc'riV»l inKa!>u«*.*c^ Fromtbe sequel of t^iue 
business, however, he had sufficient reason to be 
:$atisfied that all this arose from a merc^ua^y 
principle ; and that it was no more than a £nes^ 
to extort some additional presents. 

But though they appear selfish in their, inter- 
course with strangers in general, this principle 
is not discoverable in their connection and rela- 
tion with each other. On the other hand they 
daily interchange civilities from the purest dj^ 
interest. 

After M. de Pages had been a few days in this 
place, the French governor of the new colony 
quarrelling with a chief of Some consequen4[;e, 
rashly gave orders to fire upon him, vhi^b the 
Indian retorted with becoming spirit apd dignity* 
Alarm was soon spread over the country, in cxjii- 
sequence of those hostilities, and the chief of 
Mahanlevou, collecting his followers, prepar^ 
to stand on his defence* 
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Our traveller and three other strangers could 
not divest themselves of apprehension at being 
involved in this dilemma. Their anxiety did 
inot escape the penetration of the chief: he im- 
mediately stepped forward to remove their fears, 
to express his concern for the interruption of the 
public trantquility ; but to assure them that what- 
ever might be the issue of the contest, they 
should be esteemed and treated as friends, as 
long as they chose to live under the protection 
of his rQof« 

The village of Mahanlevou, however, was no 
longer the peaceful retreat of the contemplative : 
all was clamour and confusion ; and our travel- 
ler had no other alternative but to return to the 
ship, though he left this place with regret. 

The breach could not be healed by the lenient 
hand of negociation ; and nothing less than an 
appeal to arms would satisfy the governor. Hav- 
ing resolved to seize the person of the chief, or 
to bum his village, he demanded assistance from 
the ships, which they did not think themselves 
at liberty to refuse. 

But what a violation was this of every tie of 
social convention ! They were now going, in cool 
blood, to carry fire and sword against a man with 
whom they had formerly interchanged presents ; 
who had even made them a visit of confidence 
and affection only a few days before, attended 
by his wives and daughters* 

Our traveller s^ys it is impossible to express 
the indignation he felt at the conduct of the go- 
Temor. A man, he observes, but just emerged 
from obscure life, to a responsible situation, and 
who had yet the presumption to prostitute the 
* « t 2 
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intefests awd lives of two nutlons, to Ratify n 

pertjfmjj animoshy ; a oiari, who uncaiidjd cnowgh 
to admit of no competition between hb owo 
rights atid those of others, did not scruple I© 
disg^i-ace tht honour and justice of \m coiixtiwf 
by Ihi- periKtt ration of tht- basent crimes 1 

It was with imspcakahle satisfaction our tra- 
vullei* found that he wus to have no b' ' f*c 
cam piti^n against the natives, Thuii.J ^ ;iie 
dviTj' of a mihlarv nicW to meet dat^ger in the: 
caii^sc fit bis touiitrv, iind to dtfeat all such crW 
iTiinsI dciiigns as may tond to disturb or subvert 
th«' public peace and security ; this certainly doess 
not Jiivply the tacit dcrehction of character as tt 
-moral agent, or the absolute barter and alkiiiition 
of reason, lifci and liberty. 

The crimes of the governor betrayed a yonug 
ofBccr, of undoubted courage, into such a swrtrnt 
of iniquity as must have imbittei'ed his mind with 
shame and remorse to the latest period of hi* 
life. This young man, since his arrival, had 
lived with the chief, who was now to become 
r the victim of the governor*s resentment, and haii 
ECeived^ under his roof, every mark of confi- 
flence and hospitality. In the intercourse of do- 
itieatic life, he had lasted the pkasiue*i of loret 
blended with the most gemnne Jientimeni of 
friendship! a state of hafipiness which lie had 
lunt^ enjoyed, and which had only been imer - 
rupted two days before. But viewing tbi^ pTt 
jient as an excellent opportunity of dihj ' 
be genius and lalenti* of a soklier, all ii 
dearing ties of love and ho&pit^^tity were dissoKctl 
in a momeTiU lie availed himself of his local 
^ledg« of the toutitr/t m\d coitdui ted bin 



PAGES* VOYAGE. 115 

taesif by intricate paths, only known to himself, ' 
(o invest the mansion of his benefactor. 

The village and the fort of the chief were 
speedily reduced to ashes ; but the inhabitants « 
being apprised of the approach of the enemy, 
had taken shelter in the woods. A few infirm 
-vomen fell into their hands, captives who owed 
to the depredations of age, an exemption from 
the miseries of perpetual slavery. 

The troops returned to the governor in all the 
exultation of triumph, and presented him with -^ 
a few articles of Indian furniture ; spoils but 
httle formed to gi'atc^ the arms, or gratify the 
avaiice of his dependents. 

' Fromi the hair, complexion, and make of the 
natives of Madagascar, it appears as if they were 
descended from different races of men. In their 
disposition they are lively and obliging ; but 
wholly destitute of genius, vain, whimsical, and 
interested. Prompt in the use and application of 
their bodily faculties ; but without the powers 
of ratiocination, or any thing like principle and 
system. 

They wear an apron at their girdle, and some- - 
thing of the same kind on their shoulders, with a 
bonnet in form of an umbrella. The hair is 
combed into small tresses, and the beard is suf- 
fered to grow only on the chin. 

The wumen have expressive faces, and are ge- 
nerally of the middle size, or rather under it ; 
and though few can be called ugly, scarcely any 
can be ranked among the handsome, or pretty 
part of the sex. They tie a long apron round 
their waist, with a kind of under waistcoat, which 
Rarely covers the bceasts. They are fond of silver 



U« FACES' VOYAGE. 

• ornaments about the neck and arms* Their halt 
is formed into a multitude of little tresses, vari^^ 
ously disposed, according to the particular faiicf 
or the taste of the individual. 

The men are little addicted to agriculture, 
and are more inclined to look after their cattle^ 
which roam in the woods. On the women is 
chiefly devolved the care of cultivgiting the fields^ 
of raising rice, com, and fruits, particularly th^ 
cassava, or Madagascar bread-tree. 

Their common food consists of rice, bananas^ 
and dried fish ; they consume very little of fre^ 
meat, or fresh fish- , Their usual beverage is 
rice water, or the juice of the sugar*cane, fer* 
mented with pimento or mustard. 

Their houses are small, and awkwardly con- 
structed. The walls are formed of bulrushes^ 
and the roof covered with plaintain leaves. The 
principal part of the timber work consists of 
massy pieces of wood, while the rest is of bam« 
boo very inartificially executed. The floor is 
raised considerably above the level of the ground^ 
to avoid the exhalations of the soil. Humble a^ 

^ these structures are, they are well adapted (ot 
health, and guard them from the annoyance bf 
serpents, and various noxious insects. 

Though the natives of this island have no re- 
gular form of religious worship, yet they adore 
one Supreme Being, as the patron of justice and 
goodness, who will judge men after death, and 
reward or punish them for their demerits or good 
actions. The rite of circumcision is generally 
performed upon males between the seventh and 

' eighth year of their age ; but sometimes at a later 
period. The day of circumcision is solemnized 
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.L -.1- - I . ;], or evil thing; 

tins ailicle oi tJidr creed, is foutukd 

i^ i!i^ n:.i M.^rLt> or map;iciaPi who, be- 

? or coiiU'QUi ibe machitiu- 

im the ci'cdui'itv of the iwultitude* Few 
itidted, of ^ood senate, give credit to 
Iftriue of hh enchant nients ; bat the ttioi'c 
xnt and superstitious, \v]\q ahva^ys connMise 
;icat mass of the people in every country^ 
iEcSves to be sadly duped by hi& h'avid 
ition* . 
ct8of ii species of wood, siisi>ended round 
lie neck, or preatfrved in a hi tie bag, arc sup- 
I secure tlie possessor a^inst wounds^ 
L:«tsLers of war- A shrinip, or loud, ai>- 
with ^vords of magical power to tlie head 
1 fiatienU is exp<^cted to restore him lo hi a 
cd heyllb* K?:posinj^ tlie sick in a hut of 
I elevation J with an eastern uspect, from 
j^iiicb is let % an ai*»einbtage of party*rolouved 
Js is deeraed a sovereign remedy in the 
nost desperate cases. A cure is sometimes ex* 
jiected fronn painting the posts of the patient 's 
Jiou^e Tivith different colours* Ferfutnes mix in 
fvLt-ti'^^nce to all the iArts and enchuntments of 
Mciun ; and though the greatest part of 
f doubt, is imiMsturei the efleetB of ef- 
iPf'm are not unknown to the physician or the 
^philosopher, 

Madttgtiscar presents the traveller with many 
l^o* absiu'd observance^j of which It oxay be 
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difficult to trace the origin ; but which, in gen- 
eral, seem to be the barbarous vestiges of reli- 
gious notions, indistinctly transmitted to the peo- 
ple from their Asiatic neighbours* 

One horrid instance of savage superstition 
"vrith paun we record. When an infant has th^ 
misfortune to drop into the world on a day e** 
teemed unlucky, or of bad omen by the pansa- 
ret, he is exposed, or suffered to die of Want, 
or to be devoured by the wild beasts. 

They are accustomed to. hunt the whale ail 
along their coast; and having been fortunate 
enough to strike him with the harpoon, they 
wait till his strength is nearly exhausted, when 
they haul him towards the shore. The wometi 
watching their success, having by this time as- 
sembled on the beach, raise songs of praise in 
honour of him who had the merit of giving the 
first wound. The chorus having withdrawDy 
the whaleis dragged as near as possible to land, 
and surrounded by all the principal men of the 
village, when the public orator advances, and bar- 
ing pronounced a long oration on the pre-emi- 
nence and excellent qualities of the fish, he is 
cut up, and affords an immediate repast to the 
assembly. 

All matters, of dispute receive a formal diUf- 
cussion in the palaver, or council of the tribe.*... 
Here too all public business is solemnly and 'de- 
liberately discussed ; and much time is taken in 
weighing the arguments of different speakers. 

With all this affectation of gravity, however, 
the inhabitants of Madagascar have a weak in- 
tellect, and are far from being qualified, by a 
touhd understanding, to avail themselves of max«> 
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ims drawn from experience, in considering the 
contingencies of futurity. Besides, as the coun* 
trj is divided into many small and independent 
states, the interest of any individual community 
becomes very much involved, insomuch that it 
is difficult to determine what line of conduct is 
most eligible. But their chief misfortune, as 
politicians and men of business, originates in 
the versatility of their own minds, which can ne- 
ver be fixed to one precise object. 

Property in this island consists in cattle, grain 
and slaves. Every person who has had the mis- 
Fortune to be made a prisoner of war, man, wo- 
man or child, is reduced to slavery, and from that 
moment is regarded by his own kindred as an 
object of contempt. 

Their arms c<Hisist of a shield and a kind of 
lance, which they have the art of throwing with 
peculiar address. They are also pretty well pro- 
vided with muskets, which they have purchased 
of the French, and in the use of which they are 
not unskilful. A few of the petty princes have 
procured swivel guns from the same quarter ; 
and it is said, that one of them is in a condition 
to bring cannon into the field. 

On the eve of war, the women, children, and 
cattle retreat to the woods, and remain in con- 
cealment till the issue of the campaign. The 
village is then occupied only by the men, who, 
previously to an act of hostility, sacrifice an ox. 
An Indian distinguished for his eloquence, then 
rises and makes a long harangue on the arro- 
gance and injustice of the enemy ; his country- 
men meanwhile dipping their lances in the blood 
of the victim. The carcase is then cut in pieces 
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with the skin, and distributed among the by* 
standers, who instantly devour each man his por- 
tion with the most horrid voracity ; a ceremony 
sufficiently descriptive of those ferocious senti- 
ments with which they proceed to vindicate their 
rights, or avenge their wrongs. Their opera- 
tions in the field are of a very desultory nature, 
consisting chiefly in teasing and harassing the 
enemy, or in attempting to surprise him when 
disadvantageously posted, or in the night. 

If they have reason to imagine that the ene- 
my is off his guard, or little prepared for the de- 
fence of his fort, they.fonn a blockade round it, 
and endeavour, by a coup-de-maih, to make the 
chief a prisoner of war. Should they have the 
good fortune to succeed, they plunder his village, 
drive off his cattle, and enslave his vassals ; but 
seldom or never come to any thing like a regular 
engagement. 

These people are susceptible of very violent 
enmities ; and sometimes they execute on their 
devoted subjects the most deliberate cruelties- 
' Our traveller saw a chief dressed in a necklace, 
formed of the teeth of a rival, whom he had slain 
in battle. A man of the first quality, having cap- 
tured a daughter and a cousin of an obnoxious 
neighbour, ordered them in his presence, and in 
cold blood, with a single stroke of his lance, kill- 
ed the former, and dismissed her companion to 
carry home the dismal news to the parent. 

It seems that the sensibility natural to man 
in a savage state, when exasperated or provoked, 
acts as an incentive to the cruelty of his reveng^. 
The savage of America will welcome a stranger 

' 'h hut, and refresh him with the best he can 
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command} while the scalp of an enemy hangs 
dangling round his neck. The New Zealander 
sates his appetite with the quivering limbs of a 
guest, who, from folly or ingratitude, rouses him 
into a paroxysm of rage. The native of Mada- 
gascar, while he lives and associates with a 
stranger as a brother, will, with great compos- 
ure, pull out the teeth of a man whom he slew 
in his anger : these are the spoils which at once 
soothe his rage and adorn his person. Such is 
man, under the uncontrouled influence of passion, 
and devoid of religion and morals. 

The customary use of presents is the same 
here as in India. It is the business of the inferior 
to make the first advance, as well as the first 
present ; but he is sure of a return. This cus- 
to9i of giving and receiving presents, forms the 
bond of union between strangers and the oriental 
nations ; and where the protection of a chief is 
not only necessary to security, but subsistence, 
we ought not too hastily to condemn a practice 
diifer^nt from our own. Here, presents ai*e pub- 
licly given ; with us the same eftect is often pro- 
duced by the less honourable means of private 
gratuities and solicitations. 

The natives of Madagascar indulge in all the 
ofiices of hospitality ; a virtue which is rather 
the result of a natural impulse of the heart, than 
the practice of any fixed and defined precept, 
such as founds the exercise of it in the nations 
of Asia. When some travellers tell us, however, 
that in Madagascar the offices of hospitality are 
carried to such a pitch of extravagance, as to 
make it customary for parents to prostitute their 
V. p. M 
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children to the embraces of strangers, they speak 
either from igriomnce, or from a desire of ex- 
citing wonder in their readers. From a closer 
inspection of their manners, it will be found, that 
the little regard shewn to chastity among that 
people, may be resolved into a covetous princi- 
ple of parents, and a long acquaintance with the 
propensities of dissolute men. 

Besides the article of presents, the chief, by 
means of his daughters, who act as spies on the 
sentiments and conduct of the paramour, obtains 
such intelligence as is sometimes conducive to 
his safety and independence. Thus the young 
ladies of Madagascar, habituated to intrigue, 
prompted by the political and mercenary views 
of their parents, and captivated by the charm of 
some new personal ornament, cease to be reluct- 
ant to the vows of their admirers. 

In the language of this island, which is by no 
means harsh or disagreeable, M. de Pages ob-i 
served some of the same inflections » of voice 
which occur in that of the Philippine Isles. It 
seems to be a compound of ditferent dialects, and 
contains many words borrowed from the Arabic 
and Portuguese. 

But to return to the history of the voyage 

The French, who had been ill of the scurvy, 
were now in a state of convalescence ; and as the 
officers were afraid, lest longer delay might ex- 
pose them to the malignant fevers of the country, 
they laid in a fresh stock of rice, beef, and poul- 
try ; and on the 29th of March fell down the bay. 
Having dispatched the covvet to the Isle of France, 
they made sail with the frigate for the Cape of 
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Good Hope ; but, with aU the expedition thev 
C0uld use, symptoms of the epidemic fevers of 
the climate began to appear before they left the 
coast, originating no doubt from the setting in of 
the rainy season. 

On the 29th of April, the appearance of some 
manches de velour, or velvet sleeves, as they are 
called, announced their approach to Needle Bank, 
which runs along the shore, eastward of the 
Cape. The 1st of May brought them within sight 
of the African coast ; but the north wind barring 
their entrance into False Bay? they proceeded 
to Simon's Bay, wheve they dropped anchor. 

The seeds of febrile infection, caught at Ma- 
dagascar, now shewed themselves in the mor- 
tality of many of the ship's company. It was 
found, however, that a majority of the sufferers 
had imprudently exposed themselves either to 
the rain or the heat of the sun. Happily the 
salubrious air of the Cape soon began to produce 
symptoms of recovery. 

M. de Pages now employed himself in^ tra- 
versing the mountains, from which he returned 
laden with plants .; or in the amusement of fish- 
ing, which he found extremely productive. 

In his excursions he frequently saw a small 
species of stag, and a race of very large mon- 
lues. His ear was delighted with the music of 
a small yellow bird, like the greenfinch ; nor was 
he less charmed with the melody of another 
species of the same size, remarkable for his 
length of tail. 

June 26th, they set sail for Europe ; but the 
wind continuing unfavourable till the 4th of 
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next montli, they made little progress; how- 
ever, on the follo'»vinf>- days they proceeded with 
such favourable gales, that they crossed the line 
on the 28th, and continiiinf^ their voyage with- 
out any interruption j on the 8th of September 
they entered the road of Brest* 
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IN his former voyages and travels, M. de 
Pages had obtained a considerable knowledge 
of the torrid and temperate zones. In his last 
voyage, having become acquainted with the in- 
hospitable genius of the South Seas, he felt a 
strong propensity to visit the hyperborean re- 
gions, and to be able to ascertain the truth of 
some comparative remarks he had made, be- 
tween the high latitudes towards either pole. 

Being on board a frigate at Toulon, under 
sailing orders for the port of Brest, he no sooner 
arrived there than he solicited and obtained the^ 
marine minister's approbation of his intended 
voyage, and prepared to proceed to Holland, 
where he had no doubt of finding a ship destin- 
ed for the North Seas- 
After waiting in Holland three weeks, the 
merchants to whom M. de Pages had letters of 
recommendation, by their good offices, assisted 
in procuring Jiim a passage on board a ship 
bound for Spitzbergen, and on the 1 6th of April, 
1776, they sailed from the Texel. 

Entering the German Ocean by the southern 
passage of that channel, they stood to the north, 
and the 20th, were coasting along the Shetland 
M 2 
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of ^serrcd latitude, their loagitnde beiz^ 3 deg. 
1% mio* east. 

The high wind commenced in a very unfa* 
vourable moment ; for, in the morning of the 
3d of May, having reached the ice, they had ra- 
ther precipitately pressed the ship among the 
shoals. 

M. de Pages obsen'ed with surprise, however, 
that in proportion as they advanced into the iccy 
the wind moderated, and the heavens increased 
in serenity and beauty, insomuch that, while 
they enjoyed the finest weather in the world, 
they saw at the horizon the region they had 
lately quitted, dark, and probably embroiled 
with a strong gale. 

In the afternoon, they discovered the snowy 
mountains in the bays of Clock and Havrisound. 
The mountains of Clock may be distinguished 
by their superior magnitude and lofty crests, 
which sustain a number of summits rising to a 
^oint* 

The south wind having drifted the shoals of 
ice back from the open sea in great quantities, 
their present navigation became somewhat less 
embarrassing ; the greatest distance between the 
shoals did not appear to exceed a cable's length, 
and. this interval was commonly occupied by an 
icy wreck. 

Thus far their navigation had received little 
interruption ; but being now in a very high lati- 
tude, they began to encounter numerous shoals, 
which presented the appearance of an extensive 
coast. Some of the masses appeared stationary, 
projecting in capes and promontories, while . 
others drifted freely with the current. 
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. The little noise' and bustle occasioned in na- 
vigating the ship, the tranquility of the frozen- 
sea, the stillness of the unruffled atmosphere, 
diffuse a mournful silence over the face of those 
snowy regions ; a silence which is only inter- 
rupted by the cries of the Rechtis, as she flits 
from one shoal to another, or by the undulations 
of the water in the cavities and crevices of the 
ice, which assumes the most fantastic forms, 
that fancy may picture into almost every repre-- 
sentation. 

The management of the rudder now became- 
an object of anxious solicitude. The captain, 
taking his place at the mast head, made it his 
business to descry from a distance the mostna-* 
vi gable channel, while two pilots, stationed in the 
shrouds, gave notice to the helmsman^ how he 
might avoid the adjacent shoals. The ^eamea 
arranged themselves abaft, and helped to facili- 
tate the ship's 'way by means of long poles. 

The patient Dutchmen, with phlegm and in^ 
difference, sustained the violent efforts they were, 
obliged to use in this perilous navigation ; and 
the vessel was low rigged, very strong, and in 
every respect adapted to the present service,- 
which greatly contributed to their preservation 
amid the shoals which were now continually as* 
sailing them. 

On the 4th, the passage northward appeared 
to be completely blocked up. Accordingly they 
stood east and west in quest of another channel, 
and hitting on a place where the ice seemed 
weak, they forced their way for some time ; but 
- this channel likewise terminating in an univer- 

' baiTier of ice, they cruised about in search of- 
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an openx^, or suffered themselves to be drifted 
wherever there was room. 

The water being calm, began to congeal around 
them, and being now under the necessity of 
shifting their course with much caution and 
foresight, it was thought more prudent to moor 
on a bank, and wait the opening of the ice to- 
wards the north. 

Here they saw many whales, of which they 
were fortunate enough to catch three. They 
likewise met with sea unicorns, an animal seldom 
found on this side of 80 degrees latitude. The 
unicorn seems to accompany the whale, being 
generally discovered near the same place. Both 
respire, or blow, at the surface of the water.... 
An unicorn of the largest size, measures fifteen 
feet in length. The snout of the male sends off 
a horizontal tooth or horn, six or seven feet long, 
which, at the base is about the thickness of a 
man's leg, tapering gradually to a point. This 
hotn has all the lustre and solidity of polished 
ivory* and on the surface are gutters running in 
spiral lines. 

jVs the unicorn appears to be the friend, so the 
sword-fish is the mortal enemy of the whale, to 
whom he gives battle in a troop, headed by a ' 
leader of superior size to his followers. 

The ice having opened, they found that they 
had drifted considerably to the northward. The 
same day, however, the shoals returned, and be- 
gan to close around them, leaving only here and 
there a small pool of water, formed by the salient 
angles of the ice. The crew descending on the 
ice partly by towing the vessel, and partly by 
poshing forward the shoals, thrqugh whicK they 
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had been desirous to pass, endeavoured*, to free 
themselves fjrom confinement ; but a dead calizi 
depriving them of the use of their salla, th^' 
most strenuous exertions were iaeffecual. 

On the 10th, the ship was completely locked 
in by the shoals of ice, and every fluid spot en- 
tirely disappeared, leaving them only the dis- 
mal prospect of one continued mass of ice. By 
observation they were then in lat. 8 1 degrees. 

The whole expanse of the horizon, except one 
dark speck in the south, appeared white &Qm 
the reflection of the snow, a circumstance that 
seemed to warn them that the sea was in the 
same impenetrable state to a great extent. The 
wind was westerly. The ice, though every where 
so close as to prevent the passage of a canoe> 
was however, not very compact ; and fearful 
lest the shoals might bcL wholly cemented toge- 
ther by a strong frost, and every means of escape 
rendered impracticable, they resolved to make 
a determined effort to recover their liberty. 

The Dutch, not unaccustomed to such dangers, 
and confiding in their skill and exertions, did 
not despair ; and boldly attacked the ice where 
it seemed to he susceptible of the smallest re-'' 
' sistance. They hoisted their sails opposite to 
the place they meaned to penetrate ; a part of 
the crew, stationed on each side of the vessel, 
pushed against her, in order to widen the chan- 
nel ; while the men on board propelled her, by 
pushing away the ice at her stem. The united 
' force of the wind, capstan, and poles, producing 
a violent compression in the circumjacent shoais> 
the ship got under way, entering progressively 
Into places which a little before were incapable 
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of admrnibg the smallest boat. This more than 
Herculean labour lasted two days^- when at last 
they worked the ship into a region of navigable 
channels, or iiifcommoded only with such recent 
accumulations of ice, as were unable to obstruct 
h^ progress. 

On the 1 1th, their latitude was 80 deg. 38 
min. longitude 4 deg. 25 min. from the meridian 
of Paris. Taking the advantage of a fair wind 
and the opening of the ice, they stood to the 
south ; and on the 14th, came in view of the 
Devil's Cape, which forms the north-west point 
of Spitzbergen. 

The sea was now become much more open 
than formerly : a fresh gale from the south had 
chased the shoals before it, while the currents in 
concert with the wind had drifted them consi- 
derably in the same direction. On the I5th, 
they saw the mountains which compose the 
boundary of the plain of Renneveld. 

Nearly in the situation they now were, the 
British vessels which sailed in 1773*, for the 
purpose of making discoveries, after being lock- 
ed in for some time, terminated their expedition. 
It is pretended by some that they arrived too 
late in the season, and were not apprized of the 
currents which drifted them to the north-east of 
the Devil's Cape. 

On the 16th, it blew with considerable force, 
when, yielding to the joint impulse of the winds 
and currents, they soon found themselves in la- 
titude 81 deg. where the sea was considerably 
open, and free from shoals. They were now less 

• See Commodore Phipps's Voyage. 
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than one hundred and eighty leagues distdbtfrom 
the pole, the idea of which served sufficiently to 
awaken our author's curiosity. Had he been 
able to inspire his companions with sentiments 
similar to his own, the winds and the cifrrentfi, 
which at that moment carried them rapidly^ to- 
wards the pole, a region hitherto deemed inacces- 
sible to the eye of mortals, would have been sa- 
luted with acclamations of joy. 
• This quarter, however, is not the most eligible 
for such an enterprise, as the sea lying in the vi- 
cinity of those banks of ice, so frequent a little 
farther to the west, is much too confined* Ne- 
vertheless, M. de Pages seems to think that a 
voyage to the pole is not a chimerical idea ; at 
the same time that he who undertakes it, ought 
to be patient under many fatigues and dangers, 
and particularly skilful in the practical naviga- 
tion of the icy regions. 

On the 1st of the month, being in lat. 74 deg. 
our author tried some experiments on sea-water, 
and found that one hundred pounds gave four 
pounds three quarters of salt ; when north of Tat. 
80 deg. it yielded no more than ibur pounds ; a 
proof that the intensity of the cold has a propbt" 
tionable effect in sweetening the briny fluid. 

On the 1 7th, they anchored on the Isle of Am- 
sterdam, which is about three leagues in length, 
by two in breadth. The anchoring ground* is in 
a creek east from the Devil's Cape, though the^e 
are other stations where ships may ride in se- 
curity. 

They had again launched into the ice, and on 

the 24th of May were in latitude 78 deg. Th€ 

*nd had been favourable for several days, though 

• e 
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the welder was excessively cold, the thermo* 
fideter bedbg 1 1 deg. below the freezing point* 
Tbey had frequent £alls of snow, and the sea was 
icoztfi all round them to the depth of five or 
Hx inches* 

On the 38th they entered that region which id 
cbiefiy occupied by banks of ice, whence it ha$ 
been named by navigators, the West Coast. 
Here a dazzling whiteness overspreading the. 
whole Wiestem quarter from north to south, ex- 
cept a few dark specks, seemed to indicate that 
all below was one extended surface of ice* Their 
latitude was 78 deg. with 35 min. west longitude 
^and the variation dT the needle 20 deg* 

Here ^e wind obli^g them to moor on a 
bank, by a sudden movement of the adjacent ice, 
they found themselves completely hemmed in* 
They surveyed the ship, and were happy to find 
that, hitherto, they had nothing to dread from 
the pressure of the shoals* At three o'clock) 
however, next morning, an icy wreck, which 
floated, abaft, compressed by the shoals in their 
wake, accumulated at the stem, from which they 
apprehended considerable danger ; but the wind 
pirovidentially shifting^ the masses parted and 
floated along the vessel's side. 

Such had been the crowded and compact state 
of the shoals, as to prevent their enlargement till 
the 1st of June; and in this perilous situation, 
having observed a small piece of water where the 
ship might lie more at ease, they endeavoured 
to reach it, and with incredible labour and per- 
severance, after thirty-six hours' incessant en- 
gagement, they at last effected their purpose; 
but being overtaken vfith^ tl{ick hs^Ci they 
v* p. r^ » 
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were obliged to moor on a bank stretchitijg; 
westward. 

On this cruise they saw a number of whales^ 
and caught one ; while two more extricated them- 
selves from the harpoon. 

Though their vessel was secured) their situa- 
tion here soon became as alarming as before. 
An immense shoal of ice drifting towards them, 
they made haste to tow her into the bottom of 
a small creek ; but she presently settled on two 
points of ice, which composed thcattgle they oc- 
cupied. While she lay here, completely hem- 
med in, numbers of whales swam with impunity 
on the surface of the bay. They hastened to 
transport their boat over the ice; but after much 
labour and fatigue, they were compelled to re- 
turn without any success. 

Next day, June 5th, the bay was entirely chok- 
ed up, and the ice failing with violence on the 
shoal that had barred the entrance to their creek, 
one of their cape$ was demolished. Some hours 
after this cape was destroyed, they observed that 
compression was rapidly increasing, and were 
not a little apprehensive that, as soon as it should 
reach the vessel, it must go to pieces. They 
therefore resolved to construct a bason, where it 
was hoped she might be exposed to less dangef*. 
The magnitude of such an undertaking can 
scarcely be conceived : but in the end it was 
crowned with success.- The saws employed on 
this occasion were fourteen feet long and seven 
inches broad, with teeth an inch and a half deep, 
-with which the sailors cut away the ice, accord- 
ing to a plan previously sketched out. 

For some tis^e they received little molestll- 
tion ; but the elRect of pressure again began to 
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be dread^ more than ever ; and tlie ship was so 
closely wedged up, that her very figure at times 
appeared to be sensibly altered. She was evi- 
dently labouring in the utmost distress, and every 
moment was expected to be the crisis of her dis- 
solution. 

This was a prospect that required all their for- 
titude to support. M. de Pages began to reflect 
on the escapes with which Providence had al- 
ready favoured him, as an antidote against des- 
pair ; and he indulged the hope that the same 
overruling goodness would not forsake him now. 
The ship, however, groaned and cracked in the 
most alarming manner ; her head was forced up 
by the ice, and all their resources were at an 
end. 

Pi*ovidentially the intenseness of compression 
ceased about eleven o'clock, and till six they lay 
tolerably quiet, when it was partially renewed, 
but again went off. In the morning of the 8th, 
the pressure recommenced to the most alarming 
degree, and they found that they had cho^n 
this station in an evil hour, as at no great dis- 
tance they saw channels and bays of considerable 
extent. 

On the 10th, the bank floated away entirely, 
when they were once more delivered from a most 
painful and perilous situation. After manoeuv- 
ring to disengage the ship, it was found that she 
had stamped her figure on the ice with the same 
precision as if she had been moulded in it. 

They now wai'ped her ^long to a station which 
seemed less encumbered with shoals ; and here 
they intended remaining till they could effect a 
passage into the channels on the outside of the 
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bank. Foi' this purpose they constructed another 
bason, which, by the shifting of the ice, was sooa 
rendered unserviceable ; but at last they reached 
a channel where they found themselves in a state 
of comparative security. 

On the 1 8th, the wind increased, and blew- 
somewhat fresh, when the shoals broke up, and 
yielded them a free navigation. They enftbraced 
with alacrity this happy change in the circum-. 
stances of the ice, and hi spite of a thick haze* 
escaped with all possible speed from the neigh* 
bourhood of this formidable bank. 

They now directed their course towards the 
west ; but on the 20th, the wind continuing fresb^ 
they were obliged to come to nioorings on a 
bank wliich soon shifted its position. The witid 
now changed and fell calmer, and, though involv- 
ed in a thick haze, they steered to the westward* 
The snow begun to melt copiously, and it fell 
like rivulets into the sea. By observation their 
latitude was found to be 77 deg. 15 min. long* 
8 deg. 30 min. Here they ^aw numbers of fir 
trees drifting with the current, and many pol- 
scops, blowing at the surface, aud leaping above 
the water. They are black, with a snout like 
a boar, but more coniqal, and are about twenty 
feet long. 

Except intervals of haze, which were very- 
frequent, they had fine weather, with gentle 
breezes at south, for the remainder of the month* 
Steering south-west, they occasionally moored 
on the ice ; but on the whole, their navigation 
was little interrupted. The cold was not in-, 
tense, and the mercury was rarely so low as the 
freezing point. .<.But though the thermometer 
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has, however, no doubt of the existence of lajid* 
in the quarter of the north, from various observa- 
tions on the nature and direction of the currents 
and the shoals. 

While they were in pursuit of the whale, which 
at last eluded their vigilance, they were carried 
into a sea perfectly open. Indeed, our author^ 
by several strong arguments, endeavours • to 

•prove the practicability of navigation even at ^e 
pole, where, according to his hypothesis^ the sea 
cannot be one solid mass, from the constant ae-. 
tion in it, that will unavoidably originate froift 
the currents. It seems that in the year 1773, 
some Dutch vessels found it possible to return 
from the very center of the ice, so late a%tbe 
end of November ; and it farther appears, fron^ - 
various concurring testimonies, both of the Dutch 

vand the Russians, that changes and revolutions 
among the shoals take place in the high lati« 
tude of the Siberian Seas, and north from Nova 
Zembla, even during the severe frosts at the 
end of November. 

On the 14th, they found themselves in lati- 
tude 73 deg. longtitude 7 deg. consequently they 

■ had made considerable progress on their return 
eastward. They now took in fresh water, an 
operation of little labour or difficulty. After 
laying the ship alongside a bank, they opened a 

. number of channels, conducting to a reservoir 
in the ice, at which they filled their casks, and 
rolling them back, put them on board with great 
ease. 

The Dutchman being satisfied with his cai'go 
of fish, prepared to withdraw from the ice on his 
•^etum home ; and on the 1 8th, they saw John 
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Mayeii'& Island^ the north point of which is in 
latitude 72 deg* and 9 deg. 30 min. west longi- 
tHde. It may be easily distinguished by what is 
called Bear's Mfmntain, which is very high and 
abrupt. This mountain seems to be about two 
short leagues in circumference at the base, and 
n3es in a conical form, terminating, however, in 
two pointed summits. The whole island is 
dbout nine leagues in length, and two in breadth. 

They had now a view of the sea in its ordi- 
nary fluid state ; one chain. of }ce only was seen 
stretching towards the east. Instead of their for- 
mer haze, the constant atmosphere of ice, num- 
ber of thick white clouds appeared floating in 
the regions of the air, and the weather had an 
autumnal face. 

On the i 9th, they doubled the last chain of 
ice, situated towards the east. The waves re- 
coiling with the thaw, caused a very rough sea in 
the same quarter ; but the swell subsided in pro- 
portion as they peiietrated the main sea. Next 
day a high rolling sea setting in from the north- 
cast, the ship tumbled in a most disagreeable 
manner ; but this gradually diminished as they 
douWed the main land. 

This is a very dismal climate ; for as soon as 
the wind gets a little to the eastward, drizzling 
rsdns are sure to come on, and though the sun 
shines out at intervals, the air is habitually damp, 
and much more disagreeable to the se^se than 
\ht frost and ice of the higher latitudes. 

On the 24th, they were arrived nearly in the 
parallel of Iceland. M. de Pages made it his 
constant business in this voyage to compare the 
northern with the southern climates, and found 
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them very dissimilar. Judging from the ther- 
mometer, the temperature of the air in latitude 
70 deg. north, approaches to that of 50 deg» south 
by a difference of only four or five degrees* In 
the same southern latitude, the barometer was 
so low as twenty-six inches ten lines, while its 
smallest elevation in the north seas was twenty- 
eight inches four lines. . . 

It appears that those two latitudes, seventy 
north, and fifty south, are pretty similiar in point 
of wind and weather, though in different periods 
of the year ; the end of April, or the beginning 
of spring, in the north, corresponding to the end 
of December, or the month of January, in the 
south. 

The wind keeping in the southern quarter, 
they were threatened vith a tedious passage. At 
the opening of the coast of Iceland and Etland 
Isles, they felt the ferocious south-west blasts of 
Hudson's Bay and Davis's Straits ; and on the 
3 1st of July, entered the German Ocean, and saw 
the termination of a very long day. They were 
now obliged to use a candle .at night ; whereas 
the preceding day, tliey could see to read at 
twelve at night. Thus, one day, consisting of 
ninety-six times twenty -four hours, came to an 
end. 

On the 5th of August, they reached the ex- 
tremity of the Dogger Bank, and on the 14th 
they came in sight of Holland ; and having taken 
• on board a pilot, they entered the Texel, and 
soon concluded a voyage which had been un- 
commonly successful. 

M. de Pages, after visiting some friends at 
Amsterdam, set out for ^Rotterdam, where he 
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found a yessel bound for Guernsey* On his land? 
ing at that island, of the inhabitants of which he 
speaks in very handsome terms, he soon found 
an opportunity of continuing his voyage, and on 
the 27th of September, 1776, arrived at Brest ; 
and with this expedition, he finishes his hither- 
to-published adventures, which will be a lasting 
monument of his perseverance and philosophic 
sjHrit* 
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OF all the eminent men whom the great 
Linnaus formed by his precept, and animated by 
bis example, no one has rendered himself more 
illustrious than Thunberg. After spending nine 
years at the University of Upsal, and having 
passed the usual examinations for a doctor of 
physic's degree, he obtained, from the. Acade- 
mical Consistory the Kohrean Pension for tra- 
velling, which, in the space of three years, 
amounts to three thousand eight hundred copper 
dollars, or about forty-five pounds sixteen shil- 
lings and eight pence sterling ; and with his own 
little stock, this enabled him to undertake a 
journey to Paris, with a view to his farther im- ^ 
ppovement in medicine, . surgtry, and naturaj 
history* . . 

His merit and acquisitions, his desire of tra- ' 
veiling, and his want of patronage being blazon- 
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ed ID Holland, raised him some powerful prot^t;- 
ors, and under their sanction, he made a voyage 
to the Cape, vhere he continued for some ^m^, 
and fiftenvards to Java and Japan. His account 
of the latter empire is peculiarly interesting, as 
it relates to a country so little known ; so differ- 
ent in almost every respect from the customs 
and institutions of Europe. Of all nations on 
the face of the glohe, the Japanese are the most 
singular. Here, indeed, as in other, countiies, 
are found hoth useful and pernicious establish- 
ments ; yet we cannot help admiring the steadi- 
ness which constitutes the national character; 
the immutability of their laws; the unwearied 
assiduity of the people to promote whatever is 
useful. Nor are their attachment to their coun- 
try, and their jealousy of strangers, the uniformi- 
ty of their institutions, and the impartiality of 
their goveniment, less woithy of wonder aixd 
admiration. 

Hence then the descriptions of Thunberg, must 
at once be both novel and interesting, when he 
enters on the subject of Japan, and therefb|*e^ 
' we shall make it a distinct head of his travels ; 
while those which he antecedently performed^ as 
having been over a beaten track, may be ti^eated 
of more lightly and generally. 

The talents and industry, however, of Thutv- 
.-berg were conspicuous in every situation. Even 
.where his researches had firequently been anti- 
cipated by others, his intimate acquaintance with 
botany and the other branches of natural histo- 
ry? give a value to his remarks and discoveries, 
and shew how well he was qualified to tread in 
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a t^th \7hich had cither been overlooked, or in- 
adequately^ pursued. During the space of nine 
years, which he spent in foreign countries, he 
brought much fresh matter to light from the 
exhaustless mine of nature. He described and 
arranged near four hundred new animals ; and 
seventy five new genera of plants, and species to 
the number of five hundred and upwards ; all 
which he had already given to the world in se- 
parate publications ; while many articles still re- 
main under his investigation. 

When M. Thunbei'g arrived at Stockholm in 
177^9, after such a long absence from his native 
country, he had the honour of an audience of 
his sovereign, and met with the most marked at- 
tention and respect from all classes of his coun- 
trymen. Indeed, while he was cut off from their 
society, they had not been unmindful of him : 
they had conferred several honours on this per- 
severing pupil of nature, which awaited him on 
his return. This must have been highly flatter- 
ing; but he farther received the most solid proofs 
of royal favour and national gratitude, which we 
trust he will long live to enjoy, for the benefit 
of science, over which he has thrown such a 
lustre, by his many useful labours. The repu- 
tation of Thunberg, indeed, can scarcely rise 
higher : almost every learned society in Europe, 
has thought it an honour to boast of his name 
among their most distinguished members. His 
travels have been translated into the most fashion- 
able languages of Europe, and have met with 
the best reception ; yet it must be allowed, they 
are much more valuable for the matter they 
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contain, than forihe embelUshmj^nts of language 
or arrangement. 

Omitting the brief narrative of his tour to 
Paris, we shall take up our traveller at Amster- 
dam. Here, by the favour of Professor Bour- 
m an and others, he was introducejd to the ac- 
fiuaintance of some gentlemen belonging to the 
Dutch East India Company, who haying a taste 
for botany, and a desire of enlarging their collec- 
tion of exotics, listened with pleasure to his pro- 
posal of undertaking a voyage to Japan, and fur- 
nished him with the necessary means and re- 
commendations. And as no nation, except the 
Dutch, is suffered to trade with Japan, it was ne- 
cessary for him to learn to speak their language, 
to acquire' which, he requested permission to pass 
a couple of years at the Cape of Good Hope, and 
to be taken into the service of the East India 
Company. - 

In compliance with this request, he was ap^ 
• pointed surgeon extraordinary in one of the 
ships then bound for the Cape, • named the 
Schoorizigt, the captain of which was M. Rc«i- 
decrantz, a wative of Sweden. 

Being amply furnished with letters of recom- 
iriendation, and having made every requisite pre- 
paratibn, M. Thunberg went on board on the 1 4th 
of December, 1 77 1 i but owing to con traiy winds, 
they^ were detained in the Texel for a fortnight 
longer, during which time he made himself ac- 
quainted with the economical regulations ob- 
served on board V both with regard to the healtliy 
and sick pUrt of the crew. Each mail, at the 
commencement of the voyage, singles out a com- 
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panion, on -whom he can place the most confi- 
dence ; and the messes are so regulated, that se- 
ven dine together. 

It seems that an epidemical complaint raged 
on board the ships, which our author ascnbes 
^iefly to the state of the air, and the number of 
unfortunate men who had been kidnapped, and 
were sent off as soldiers to the eastern settle- 
ments* Against this inhuman practice he in- 
veighs with great asperity ; and it certainly is an 
indelible disgrace on any country that tolerates 
such a nefarious traffick. In Holland, however, 
it appears to be carried on with the most aggra- 
vating circumstances, while the government at 
least encourages it by connivance. 

The physician of the company had given the 
necessary directions to stop the contagion, and 
the usual preventatives were employed ; but 
disease did not entirely cease during the whole 
'Voyage, nor did it considerably abate till the 
miserable kidnapped persons were carried off.... 
How dreadful it is thus, to sport with life, and 
to endanger the sound by a communication with 
those who, from previous confinement and ill 
usage, carry the seeds of disease on board. 

At last, on the 30th of December, they left the 
Texel with a favourable wind, and in a few days 
entered the Bay of Biscay. On the 4th of Janu- 
ary, the officers of the Schoonzigt were nearly 
poisoned, by the criminal mistake, or rather the 
gross stupidity of the steward, who had served 
out white lead instead of flour for pancakes.... 
When brought to table, they appeared a little 
spotted and extremely dry* The cook was there- 
fore called in and reprimanded, on the presump- 
© 2 



y 



150 THXTNBERG'S TRAVELS. 

tionthat he had been too sparing of better; nor 
did the taste betray the deleterious compoution 
of which they were made- 
Most of the officers ate a pancake a piece^ 
and the rest were consumed by the purser and 
boys ; so that twenty people partook of therif. 
The effects suddenly appeared : most threw 
them up again immediately, and others in the 
course of the night and the following day. The 
vessel in which they were dressed was first sus- 
pected of being the cause ^ sea-sickness came 
in for a share of the blame ; but at last M. Thun- 
berg, who had participated in this dangei^ous 
meal, more narrowly examining the sedimeHt 
at the bottom of the frying-pan, put it on some 
live coals, and with a blow-pipe melted it into 
lead* 

The cause of their illness was no longer a se« 
cret. Those who vomited early, escaped withocit 
much danger ; but others, whose stomachs did 
not reject the offending load so soon, were top- 
" tured with vomiting and cholics for several days. 
None, however, suffered more than the captain^ 
the chaplmn, and our author, notwithstanding 
the best antidotes they could have recourse to ; 
and though no one lost his Hfe, the misery that 
several of them endured for many days was be* 
yond description* 

One poor fellow was so raving mad with pain^ 
that he attempted to rip open his own belly* His 
(^holic at last turned to the iliac passion ; ncnr 
could laudanum* give him any lasting relief*^ A 
blister, however, being applied to the region of 
the stomach, perfecdy removed tlie cholic, and 
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a passage being procured by active clysters, he 
gradually began to recover. 

It was nearly a month before they all recover- 
ed, and the various symptoms which appeared 
in consequence of this' active poison, were as * 
'Bifferent as their constitutions and modes of life. 
'M. Thunberg suffered a salivation, and had the 
. most excruciating pains in his head ahd ears, so 
tfiat he was at one time apprehensive of an apo- 
plexy. 

Without stopping at any of the western islands, 
they pursued their voyage ; and on the 2 2d of 
February, passed the line. Here they saw many 
Aying-fish (exocetus volitans) which generally 
'fiew in one direction. The scurvy began to 
rage more than ever, ahd the water g^rew putrid, 
and generated maggots. 

' For some days they had seen indidations of 
land, and on the lOtli of April, Table Moun- 
tain began to shew its head. Six days after- 
wards they entered Table. Bay, and fired the 
wBustomary salute. In the road M. Thunberg 
Jaund a Swedish ship, which had brought his 
fiiend, Profiessor Sparrman* 

Being safely arrived at the Cape, our traveller 
waited on the lieutenant governor. Baron Plet- 
tenberg, and the other gentlemen of the regency, 
to whom he was recommended, who received 
him with great affability^ and promised to assist 
haxa in his design of travelling into the interior 
part of the country. ^ 

Winter now stealing on in this climate, he 
found it necessary to defer his expedition till the 
mcsith of September, and in the meanwhile 
employed himself in obtaining information re- 
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specting the internal economy and institutions 
f)f the company, and in examining the plants' 
and animals in the town and environs. 

The houses in the Cape Town, M. Thunberg 
says, are all of brick, white washed, and covered 
with flat brick roofs, or with a kind of grass indi^ 
genous to the country (restio tectoinim) laid upon 
very low frame-work. On account of the vio- 
lence of the winds, the roofs cannot be tiled over 
or raised high. 

The domestics here generally consist of black 
or tawny slaves from Malabar, Madagascar, and 
other parts of^ India. These most commonly 
speak broken Portuguese or Malabar, but sel- 
dom the Dutch language. They learn various 
trades, by which they profit their masters ; and 
are let out by the month, week, or day. 

As well within as without the town are neat 
and excellent gardens, which produce many culi- 
nary vegetables and much fruit. Among these, 
that extensive and beautiful garden, belonging 
to the company, distinguishes itself like an old 
oak, to use our author's expression, among a 
thicket of bushes. This garden, which is divided 
into forty-four quarters, is always open to the 
public*. 

The small-pox and the measles are the most 
fatal distempers here; for the prevention of 
which they use the saitie precautions as are cus- 
tomary against the plague. Consequently, as 

* As we have given a pretty full account of the Capt 
and the country of the Hottentots, etc. from Sparrman 
and others, we shall be less circumstantial on this oc- 
casion. In a general work, repetitions, without novelty, 
\d ever be avoided. 
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jjoon as a ship arrives in the road, a surgeon is 
sent on board to examine the crew ; and in case 
of any infection being found among them, the' 
captain has a station pointed out for him where 
he may be supplied with refreshments ; but all 
cpmmunication with the shore is suspended. 

Yet with all this laudable care on the part of 
government to preserve the health of the people, 
the smaii-pox has at different times made dread- 
fiil havoc at the Cape, as well among the Hot- 
tentots as the Europeans. Nor have the measles 
been less fatal, from injudicious medical treat- 
ment. * 

M. Thunberg made several short excursions 
from the Cape, during the months of June and 
July ; but however interesting his remarks may 
be to a naturalist, general readers would be lit- 
tle . gratified with the particulars. He every 
^here found hospitality prevalent among the 
farmers ; though living in the town was suffi- 
ciently expensive. 

Towards the conclusion of winter in the month 
of August, the fields began to be decorated with 
early flowers, and our traveller thovight of mak- 
ing preparations for his appi*oaching long jour- 
ney into the interior part of the country. After 
providing himself mth various appendages ne- 
cessary for a naturalist, he purchased a saddle- 
horse, a covered waggon, and three yoke of 
oxen. His travelling companions were Auge, 
the botanical gardener at the Cape, who had 
made eighteen joumies into the coimtry; M. 
Immelman, the son of an officer, and Leonhar- 
di, a sergeant ; with two domesticated Hotten- 
tots. 
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Being equipped and ready, they set out on tlie 
7th of September, and proceeded by Riet Valley 
and Groene Kloof, a considerable gi'azing farin 
belonging to the company. Here they remained 
a week, making collections and observations ; 
and seem to have much enjoyed this delightful 
situation. 

Having visited Saldanha Bay, where they saw 
an immense number of seals, some of which 
weigh fom'teen or fifteen hundred weight, they 
returned to The' Fontein. In this vicinity they 
saw that beautiful bird, the falco secretarius; 
distinguished for its beautiful head and long leg^. 
It lives entirely on serpents, and therefore is a 
deser\^ed favourite in every country where it is 
found. 

On the 25th, they passed over the Berg Ri- 
vier, and next day took up their lodgings with a 
man of the name of De Vett, a descendant of 
one of the French families, which arrived with 
the first colonists to lay out vineyards, and plan't 
fruit trees. Here they rested some time, in or- 
der to refresh their catUe'; and in the meant 
while made short excursions in the neighbour- 
hood, which was fertile in natural curiosities. 

At this place M. Thunberg was shewn > 
snake-stone, so much celebrated for its virtues as 
an antidote against the bite of poisonous animals. 
When applied to a poisoned wound, \t sticks fast, 
till it is saturated with the infection, after which 
it drons off, and discharges the venom it has ab- 
sorbed in some fluid. It appears, however, that 
this stone is too costly to be within the purchase 
even of ordinary farmers, and' that the Hotten- 
tots, when bitten by a serpent, immediately 
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;eafch for a toad, with which they rub the 
wound, and thus effect a perfect cure. They 
have also the art of extracting the poison by 
suction. 

Our traveller being informed by the inhabit- 
^ts of Rhoode Zand, that a bush grew in the 
mountains which produced caps, gloves, worsted 
stockings, ^c. of a substance resembling fine 
plush, he was anxious to unravel this mystery ; 
and found thaj the plant in question was the bu- 
plerum giganteum, the leaves of which are co- 
vered with a very thick down, or tomentum, 
which being stripped off entire, with a little 
assistance from the scissars, really furnishes the 
speci^ed articles ; so that the matter is not 
quite so marvellous as it was marvellously re- 
lated. 

Haying made a large coUectionof plants, birds, 
and seeds, they left this beautiful spot on the 6th 
of October, and penetrating into the country, 
Simved at the house near the Hot Bath, where 
they halted for the purpos^ of using this Mineral 
bath, and of exploring the productions of the 
adjacent mountmns. The water is reckoned ex- 
tremely pure, but so intolerably hot, that it fre- 
quently brings on swoonings and nausea, if long 
used at one time* 

"^ On account of the flooding of the rivers, they 
were obliged to remain here a few days. On the 
14tli, however, they continued their journey, and 
on the 18th arnved at Zwellendam, the resi- 
dence of one of the company's land-rosts, whose 
jurisdiction extends over all the interior part of 
the country that lies beyond this spot, and who 
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has a power in most respects similar to that of 
the governor of a province. 

Proceeding from this place, the plains began 
to abound more in grass, and to assinne the ap- 
pearance of meadows. The mountains were 
likewise broken into steeps and hills, and nature 
wore a more vigorous, but less cultivated appear- 
ance. 

They had hitherto travelled nearly due south- 
east, through a country on both sides surrounded 
with mountains, which they now determined to 
cross in the direction of the Hautiniquas, while 
their waggon was to proceed through Attaquas 
Kloof. 

In the course of this progress they fell in with 
different parties of the Hottentots, whose man- 
ners, M. Thunberg supposes, and with reason, 
to have undergone a great revolution within the 
last hundred years. Bent by slavery, or driven 
from their native haunts into more distant quar- 
ters, they are become timid and shy, and begin 
to lose many of those peculiarities which distin- 
guished them as a nation. * 

On the 3d of November, they forded Kouku- 
ma River, where they fell in with a mad buffalo, 
that killed two of their horses, and drove Auge 
and the sergeant to the shelter of a tree ; where 
they sat without making an effort to destroy the 
aggressor, though they were well armed. 

So much were those two heroes intimidated, 
and so little was their curiosity, that they seri- 
ously proposed making the best of their way back 
to the Cape, where they could live better, and be 
less liable to be frightened by buffaloes ; butwhen 
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M- Thunberg represented how cowardly this 
would appear ; and that he was detennined to 
piDceed) even should they desert him ; shame, 
if not honour, got the better of their design. * 

However, our traveller left his doleful compa- 
nbns, for a few days, at a farm near Pisang Ri- 
vier .while he visited the sea coast, and particu- 
larly Robbeberg, a very singular mountain, 
which, in its different strata, resembled a piece 
of heterogeneous masonry. 

Near this spot he found the strelitsia^one of the 
most beautiful flowers that has been introduced 
into the gardens of Europe from this country. 
The Hottentots are said to eat its fruit. 

Buffaloes are very plentiful in this neighbour- 
hood, and it is nothing uncommon to see a herd 
of a hvmdred or two. A Hottentot, who had 
been trained to the business of shooting those 
animals, supplied the family of a farmer with 
them, without having recourse to the herd ; yet 
so little indulgence did the poor fellow receive, 
that the number of balls were counted out to 
him, every time he went a shooting, and he was 
obliged to furnish a buffalo for each. 

The crest-fallen sergeant and gardener having 
by this time somewhat recovered their spirits, 
they resumed their journey on the 10th of No- 
vember, and in the course of this day's journey 
refreshed themselves with Hottentot sack-milk, 
which they found very acid and cooling, though 
few travellers, unless urged by extreme thirst, 
would be able to prevail on themselves to taste 
it. M. Thunberg says, he had formerly imagined 
that the sour milk of Norrland, in Sweden, which 
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is kept for several months^ \f as the oldest in tbe 
world; bat he found that the Hottentot sadL- 
milk might, from its much greater age> be con- 
sidered as grandmother to the Noniand milk* 

On the 17th, near the banks of Diep Rivier, 
they saw a great number of small heaps of stones^ 
under which an old Hottentot told them that the 
inhabitants of that track, who died of ulcers, 
were buried. H^ice there is reason to conchidc) 
that this place had been depopulated by the de- 
vastaticMis of the small-pox. 

The bread-tree (zamia Caffra) which is a spe- 
cies of palm, grows on the eminences in tlus 
district. It rises to no great height, but is very 
thick; and firom the pith the Hottentots con- 
trive to make their bread. They, however, bmr^r 
it first in the earth for the space of two months, 
and when it is sufficiently decayed, they knead 
it into a cake, which Ihey bake in the embers^ in 
a very slovenly style. 

Near Camtour*s River the Caffres and the Hoti> 
ten tots live promiscuously. The former, hoif- 
ever, are by far the most personable and valiant* 
Their institutions and form of government are 
nearly the same in their origin ; but the CaiFre^ 
retaining their native independence, have devi- 
ated less from the customs of their forefathers. 
Hunting is their principal deliglit, and no people 
can be more fortunately situated for the enjoy- 
ment of this sport. 

Near Sea-cow River, they heard of a colonist 
who had been bit in the foot by a serpent, of the 
species. called Ringhals, or Ringneck. It seems 
the unfortunate man was two miles from homt 
when he met with this accident- He immedt<- 
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«(ely dispatched a slave to bring him a horse with 
aM speed) on which he went home, after binding 
up his leg tight, in order to prevent the poison 
from spreading upwards. On his return home, 
he became so sleepy, tlialit was with difficulty 
he could be kept awake : he lost the sight of his 
eyes, and remained blind for a fortnight. His 
feg s'welled to an amaaing degree, and covered 
the bandage in such a manner, that it could not 
easily be removed- An incision was made round 
the wound, and the foot washed in salt water. 
New milk was given him to the quantity of se- 
veral pails fill! in a night, but he brought it all up 
agiftin. After this, the serpent stone was applied 
to the wound ; and the patient gradually recov- 
ered. Yet, though he lived several years af- 
ter^ eveiy change of weather brought pains in 
the part, and the wound at times broke out afresh. 

Having refreshed their cattle, and taken a 
pi'etty extensive survey of the country, in the be- 
ginning of December, they directed their course 
back again ; and though their return was not 
barren in botanical curiosities, they met with no 
memorable incidents before they arrived at the 
•Cape, on the 2d of January, 1773. 

Our traveller now employed himself in ar- 
ranging his collections, and sending them to his • 
friends and patrons. After accomplishing this, 
he passed the subsequent brumal months, as he 
had done last year, in botanizing in the environs 
of the Cape, and making short excursions into 
the country. 

About this time, M. Sonnerat, a Frenchman, 
who had accompanied M. Commer^on, as a 
draughtsman, in his travels reund the world, ar- 
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rived from the Isle of France. With this ^ci^ 
tleman M.Thunberg contracted an acquaintance^ 
and they made many excursions together to tlieir 
mutual satisfaction. About the middle of Ja- 
nuary they determined to visit Table Mountain) 
to explore its productions at that season of the 
year ; and were recompensed for their trouble 
by the discovery of many rare plants, particiH 
larly of the oixhideac, which they never found 
in any other situation. Among these, the orchis 
grandiflora was one of the most beautifial, and 
the serapias melalenca one of the most singular. 
At the hazard of his life, M. Tbunbergt for the 
first and last time, procured some specimens of 
the blu:^ disalongicornis, from a steep cliff. This 
plant is as beautiful as it is remarkable in its 
form* 

M. Thunberg informs us, that the wheat which 
grows in this country is much heavier and more 
productive than that of Europe. This shews 
the value of the Cape as a settlement ; for what* 
ever country produces the most essential neces^ 
saries of life in the greatest abundance and per- 
fection, in the eye of reason will always be most 
esteemed. 

Though this tract is generally applied to agri- 
cultural purposes, the farms are not all held by 
the same tenure. In the vicinity of the Cape, 
the lands having been purchased of the Hotten- 
tots for tobacco, brandy, and other commodities, 
are the exclusive property of the colonist, which 
he is at liberty to dispose of; but higher up the 
country, on the other side of the mountains, are 
copyholds, for which the colonists pay a quit* 
nd cannot transfer them without the per^ 
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imssion of the governor. The buildings, how- 
ever, on these premises, may be sold, though 
the land cannot. 

Neither burghers nor farmers can contract 
wedlock without the governor's consent ; but 
this is seldom refused, and therefore is rather a 
matter of police, than of extortion. Sometimes^ 
however, the sanction of the governor has been 
daaied ; and in that case, the parties have been 
oUiged to defer their nuptials till the amval of 
another, governor. 

In* various excursions which our traveller 
made into this country, he was more and more 
convinced, that the whole promontory, called the 
Cape, is nothing but a vast mountain; for all 
the ridges and chains, as. well the greatest as 
the smallest, run between Bouth-east and north- 
west ; and thus take the same direction as the 
violent winds that prevail in this country. They 
also run parallel. to, but at unequal distances 
from each other ; so that some of the interven- 
ing vales are broad and well inhabited, while 
others are extremely narrow. It is singular, that 
in going from the town into the country, from 
south to north, the elevation of the land still in- 
creases, notwithstanding several hills are passed ; 
and. this continues to be the case for three or 
four days* journey. - 

Near the Cape, which forms the most south- 
em angle of the triangle of Africa, the moun- 
tains have the least extent. The farther one 
advances, the broader it grows, and the longer 
are the ridges formed by the mountains. So 
that there is a difference of nearly two months 
in the forwardness of the seasons, between the 
p 2 
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most level and the most elevated spots* ^ Ivi *}ike 
manner, the whole southern coasti where the 
mountains go ofF with a gradual declivity, is al- 
ways the warmest ; and for this reason the most 
populous, and best cultivated parts of the colony* 

In the month of March, M. Thunberg speht 
a day on the top of Table Mountain, and vr9& 
gratified in the evening with a singular aiwi most 
beautiful prospect from this considerable emi- 
nence i which, lying in the usual direction of the 
mountains in this track, has one of its long sides 
open to the north-east, and the other to the south- 
west. 

The sun rising in the east, of course, in this 
latitude, proceeds towards the north, and at last 
sinks in the ocean to the westward of the moun- 
tain. This makes an earlier morning, and like* 
wise a later evening sun. So that on the top of 
this mountain, about five in the afternoon, two 
different worlds, as it were, presented themselves 
to his view, of which the western still enjoyini 
the finest sunshine and a clear horizon ; while 
the eastern was already covered with darkde^, 
and a thick impending mist, though a moment 
before the sun sunk below the mountain, the 
view on both sides was nearly the same. ^ 

In the month of May, Major Gordon, otar tra- 
veller, and an English gai-dener, lately anived, of 
the name of Mason, made an excursion on foot 
round the mountains situated between the Cape 
and False Bay, and were much entertained, as 
well with the picturesque scenes which every 
where opened, ad with the natural garniture of 
the soil at this season* About the beginning of 
'^cre was a violent storm, in which the 
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Joage Tliom;a9,oDe of the company *s sfaipS) was 
.ld«t» aad of one hundred and forty-nine men, 
only sixty-three escaped to land. M. Thunberg 
mentions, with due execration, the conduct of 
.government, which was more intent on saving 
the property than the lives of the miserable 
cpew, who were even treated with the most sa- 
vage . inhumanity*. 

The violent hurricanes from the north-west 
have more than once occasioned shipwreck in 
these roads. In 1692, three vessels were driven 
on shore and lost. And about thirty years ago, 
no less than seven of the company's ships suffered 
the same fate. 

On the 3 1 St of July, a slave was executed, who 
had Bxurdered his master. The delinquent be- 
ing tied to a cross, his arms and legs were first 
burnt in eightdifferent parts, with red-hot jagged 
tongs ; afterwards his arms and legs were broken 
on the wheel, and lastly, his head was struck off, 
and fixed on a pole* This execution was con- 
ducted with much solemnity, in the presence of 
the judge, and a circle of soldiers. 

The winter rains having saturated the dry hills 
in the environs of the Cape, various beautiful and 
elegant fiowers, of bulbous plants, began to spring 
in the month of August. The plants, more par- 
ticularly noticeable, were the ixia bulbocodium, 
which varied much in the size and colour of its 
flowers ; the morxa collina and spathacea, the 
dependent leaves of which twined round the feet 

•See Sparrman's voyage to the Cape, who records the 
heroic bravery on this occasion, of a person named Vol- 
temad. 
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of the perambulator, and frequently threw hifli 
down ; and the morsea undulata, the flower of 
which exhibits the appearance of a large spider, 
and atti*acts the flies, called bluebottles, by its 
fetid smell. The elegant family of the irises, 
however, especially the papillionacea, excelled 
all others in the superb grandeur of their flowers, 
which was beyond expression- 
September commencing, and the beautiful and 
flowery spring making its appearance, put M. 
Thunberg in mind of preparing for a long jour- 
ney up the country. His equipage was, in most 
respects, the same as in the preceding year..... 
Besides paper, books, and ammunition, he took 
with him several medicines to distribute among 
the colonists who might stand in need of them, 
as a mark of attention for their former civilities. 
For his fellow-traveller, he had Mr. Mason, 
who had been sent here by his Britannic Ma- 
jesty, to collect plants for the Royal Garden at 
Kew. This gentleman was well equipped, and 
was attended by an European servant. Four 
Hottentots were likewise engaged, so that the 
party consisted in all of seven persons, who were 
to sequester themselves from the rest of the 
world for several months, and to penetrate far 
into the country to the north-eastward. 

They set out from the Cape on the 11th of 
September, 1773, and their first stage^Vas Jean 
Besis Kraal. Passing between the Tiger >od the 
Blue Mountains, the soil was generally c^red 
with sand and downs, and abounding in swan) 
which now began to produce fine pasturage^' 
tlie cattle. Among the bushes, in the sail 
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they frequently saw land tortoises crawling ; 
and where they took up their lodging, they were 
entertained with this luscious food. 

On the 13th, they arrived at the company's 
post in Groene Kloof, where they rested a few 
clays, and botanized in the vicinity ; and after- 
wards continued their journey to the sea-shore. 
Here they visited the Saltpan, a track of country 
overspread with salt water during the winter, 
which gradually evaporating, a salt is left be- 
hind, which the colonists collect for use. 

They reached Saldanha Bay on the 2 2d, and 
having examined the small islands in its bosom, 
they pursued their journey to Wittekli'pp, which 
receives its name from a large insulated rock of 
singular appearance, and curiously arched on 
one side by the hand of nature. This cavity, 
which is difficult of access, seems only to be 
frequented by swallows. 

Here they saw a number of wild dogs, or jack- 
alls, the foxes of Samson, which prey upon the 
antelopes, and sometimes make great havock 
among the sheep, unless carefully watched. 

In the beginning of October, they passed the 
Black Mountain, carefully investigating the pro- 
ductions of the country in their way ; and on 
the 7th, crossed the BergRivier, which was much 
swollen with rains, by a ferry. The roads now 
were exceeding bad, and even dangerous to the 
last degree ; as deviating in one place from the 
track, even a hand's breadth, would have tum- 
bled them into an abyss» 

Escaping, however, the dangers of this passage, 
they crossed the Elephant's River, and soon after 
arrived at Olyfanfs warm baths, in the stream 
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though he was never able to handle a musket 
afterwards. He had, however, been the first 
sportsman of the colony, and had acquired a to- 
lerable fortune by killing elephants* This patri- 
arch mentioned that, in former days, within his 
recollection, the Hottentots were so numeix)ust 
that Christian settlers could not venture so 
far as Zwellendam ; and that elephants abound- 
ed so much, even in the vicinity of the Cape, 
that be had sometimes shot 'from five to twenty 
of them in a day. 

In the whole track of co^mtry through which 
they had lately passed, they found the banks oS 
the rivers planted with the mimosa nilotica**.* 
On the 1 Ith, they proceeded to DuvyA'enhock*s 
River, which the late rains had raised so much, 
that it was dangerous to cross it. M. Thup* 
berg, who, it appears, was the most resolute of 
the party, and constantly regarded as the leader, 
boldly plunged into the stream, when, in an in- 
stant, his horse siuik with him into a large and 
deep sea-cow hole, which would have inevitably 
proved his grave, had he not been able to swim* 
fiy preserving calmness in the midst of danger^ 
he at last, guided his horse to the opposite bank, 
thankful to the Divine Goodness for his preserv- 
ation, more particularly as this was the anniver- 
sary of his nativity, thirty years before. 

Discovering a safer passage, the rest of the 
party and the waggons passed without any dan- 
ger ; and they continued their journey for the 
day without farther interruption. 

Soon after, they reached a track, which pro- 
duces aloe trees in great abundance. They are 
generally about the height of a man, with their 
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stems quite bare below, and a crown on the top, 
of broad, thick, and fleshy leaves. Here they ob^ 
served the slaves busy in tapping and preparing 
the gum aloe, the virtues of which, in medicine) 
are well known. It is sold to the company, at 
a stipulated price, in boxes weighing from three 
to hve hundred weight, and to foreign nations as 
high as three or four stivers a pound. 

On the 15 th, they crossed.Goud's Rivier, the 
current of which is strong, and so liable to inun- 
dations on a sudden, that it is dangerous for a 
traveller to take up his quarters too near its 
banks. 

Passing Diep River, they entered Lange Kloof, 
which is bare of trees and shrubs, but abounds 
much in grass. Our traveller having examined 
the level part of this track the preceding year, 
determined now to ascend the summits of the 
highest mountains in the vicinity, in order to 
observe the direction in which they ran. On 
gaining these eminences, he found that the great- 
est part of the road he had travelled lay over 
various ridges of mountains, and along various 
dales on 9. considerable breadth of hilly country, 
well filled with men and animals ; while, on the 
other hand, the more plain and level land, in this 
southern part of Africa, for want of water^ can 
seldom exhibit a single quadruped, and even few 
birds. 

In this track, grazing is the only employment 
of the farmer, and great quantities of butter are 
sent from hence to the Cape, for which the dairy- 
man receives no more than from three to six 
stivers a pound, though it stands the comp^any 
in no less than two shillings. 
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By this fire, an old bull buffalo, of immense 
size, a cow, and a calf were mortally wounded. 
Our travellers selected some of the most fleshy 
pieces of the bull, which they found tender and 
juicy.; and gave the remainder, together with 
the cow and the calf, to their Hottentot attend- 
ants. The entrails, meat, and offals, were all 
hung up on the branches of trees, so that in a 
short time the place looked like a slaughter- 
house, round which the Hottentots encamped; 
having made a good fire, in order to be ready 
to broil their victuals as often as they could eat. 

In the night, they tied their beasts to the 
wheels of the waggons, and fired off several 
pieces, to frighten away the lions, some of which 
they saw lurking about. They likewise lighted 
large fires, by way of precaution, all round the 
encampment, and then composed themselves to • 
rest, each with a loaded musket by his side. In 
the subsequent part of their journey, where man 
seemed to rule by day, but the wild beasts bore 
sway by night, they used similar means of pre- 
servation. 

On the 1 5th, they passed Zwartkop's River, 
and came to the Saltpan, a valley of about three 
quarters of a mile in diameter, and sloping off 
by degrees, so that the water in the middle was 
scarcely four feet deep. The Saltpan was now 
in its best.attire, and made a most beautiful ap- 
pearance. It has no communication with the 
sea ; and the saline impregnation is entirely de- 
rived fix)m the soil, by the rains which fall in 
spring, and totally evaporate in summer. 

Having reached Sunday River, the banks of 
l^hich are steep, and the adjacent fields arid and 
0^2 
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meagre^ the greatest part of their anipte retiane 
of Hottentots left them, and as our tra^eUers 
-were now approaching to a perfect desart, where 
neither game nor even water was to be expected^ 
they began to review their strength and theit 
resources* Mr* Mason's oxen were so afflicted 
with the hoof distemper, that several of theoai 
were absolutely unfit for use : a council was 
therefore held with the drivers, and alter matant 
deliberation, it vfas resolved^ though smk^ 
against their wills, that it would be impossiblcL 
to proceed with such emaciated and sick catde 
as they possessed, over the desert track whichi 
separated them from the Dutch setttements^ Ueut 
the Snow Mountain and in Cambedo* . : 

After informing themselves, as far as drcuni^' 
stances would allow, into the nature of ther 
« country, the people, the animal and vegetable 
productions, they set out on their return withi 
reluctance ; and retracing their former progress 
in a great measure, they had an opportimity o£ 
visiting some of their old friends, or of makiD|^ 
more accurate researches and enquiries, whei» 
they had failed before. 

They passed a few days before Christmas at 
Jacob Kok*s fanii, and then proceeded on their 
return up towards Krommie River, and Lange. 
Kloof. The track over wliich they now travel- 
led, was wholly Carrow field, producing only a 
lew bushes, no grass, and very little water*.** 
Here, however, grew the mesembryanthemum 
emarciUum, called kou by the Hottentots, a 
shrub famous all over the country. The natives 
beat roots, leaves, and all together, and aftei^ 
'Is roll them up like pig-tail tobacco } and 
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having suffered the mass 16 ferment, they chew 
tt, especially when thirsty* If used immediately 
after the fermentation, it possesses an intoxicat- 
ihg quality. The colonists call it canna-root«.- 
It thrivcB only in the driest fields, and is chiefly 
cc^ected by the Hottentots who live near the 
spot^ who afterwards hawk it to a great distance. 
. On the 30th, they visited Olyphant's warm 
both, which rises at the foot of a large ridge of 
mountains* The stones in the vicinity are fer- 
ruginous, and even the earth appears brownish* 
The water is very wanti) but not boiling hot ; 
atid though it has an inky taste, has hardly any 
amell* This spring preserves an equability in 
all seasohs, though the farmers say that thunder 
has- some influence on it. The Carrow fields in 
this neighbourhood are very thinly planted with 
vegetables of any kind ; and in such a burning- 
hot climate^ where not a drop of rain falls for 
the* space of eight months at least, it is almost 
inconceivable how.they can thrive at all. Their 
stems and branches have all the appearance of 
being brittle and quite dried up ; but the leaves, 
on the other hand, are very succulent, and pre- 
s&rvc their verdure all the year round. 
•.Directing their course homewards, the drivers 
and the Hottentots were directed to proceed 
with the carts through Hartequas Kloof, and to 
wait at Riet Valley till M. Thunberg and his 
associates shpuld come up, who were determined 
to ride over the dry Carrow, which lay to the 
right, and afterwards proceed through Plaate 
Kloof. This expedition, however, did not end 
fortunately; for missing their way, and the sun 
sinking, they neither knew how to retreat nor 
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advance ; and at last were obliged to lodge in % 
valley near a small stream, while they tied the 
halter round one of their horses' legs, that they 
might not run away from them. . 

Notwithstanding they made a large fire of 
canna bushes (salfola aphylla) the cold aJOPected 
them so much, after the intense heat of the day, 
that they could not get a wink of sleep. As soon 
as morning approached, they beganf to look for 
their horses, but found they had vanished, which, 
in the middle of a desart, whei:e their fate was 
uncertain^ did not brighten their un|>leasant pros- 
pects. However, after having searched the val-? 
ley in vain, they ascended the heights, and be- 
hind these they at last found their beasts, whiob 
they instantly saddled, and directing their course 
obliquely towards the mountains, had the good 
fortune to arrive. in the evening at the house of 
a poor farmer, with whom they lodged. 

Having joined their people and carriages at 
Hartequas Kloof, they staid a day ^ere to rest 
their cattle. Here the weather was so hot, that 
the farmers shut their doors and windows, to 
keep out the sun ; the bii'ds could scarcely fljF 
for languor, and the air was almost too hot to be 
breathed. : 

This whole track was colonized only a few 
years ago, though it is now well peopled. . Go- 
vernor Tulbagh, whose memory still lives in the 
grateful hearts of the inhabitants pf the Cape, 
was the first that added this country to the set- 
tlements of the Dutch. This man rightly con*. 
sidered that he was raised to the elevated sta-> 
tion he enjoyed, not merely to live in luxury, 
and to accumulate riches, but to unite with the 
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company's lawful interests, the happiness of 
the colonists, and the advancement and welfare 
of the colony. Actuated by those principles, he 
caused the country to be explored, and in other 
respects discharged the office of a good and 
fmthful governor. 

Our travellers met with nothing remarkable 
in the remainder of their journey. On the 26th 
they reached the Cape, after an expedition of 
five months, during which they had traversed a 
Very considerable space of country, and had made 
large collections in almost every branch of na- 
tural history. 

Soon after their return to the Cape, the Bek- 
"vliet arrived from Holland, after a long and un- 
fortunate voyage, during which the scuiTy had 
Taged among the crew, and from improper treat- 
4nent, few recovered. Complaints were made 
both against the surgeon and captain for igno- 
rance and negligence. The former died on his 
passage ; the latter received the punishment he 
•richly deserved. The sick had not only been 
injudiciously treated, but cruelly neglected...... 

tDne morning four men were reported dead, one 
of whom, just as they were going to sew him up 
in his hammock, was found to be alive, though 
he immediately after breathed his last. Another 
moiTiing five men were reported dead ; all of 
whom had been sewed up in their hammocks, 
and two of them had already been thrown over- 
board, when the third, the instant he was put on 
the plank, called out, " Master boatswain, I am 
still alive ;" to which the boatswain, with upsea* 
sonable jocularity replied...." You alive, indeed I 
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^fWe ta reach them. M. Thunberg, however, 
craw&ig on his hands and knees, through a chink 
a few fathoms long, only wide enough to admit 
an ordinary sized man, had the good fortune to 
succeed, while his companion, together with his 
dog;^ stood astonished at this adventurous exploit, 
the one howling, and the other almost crying, to 
think he could not follow. 

Arriving near Picketberg, they found an am- 
ple field for botanizing; and having satisfied 
their curiosity here, they proceeded to Verlooren 
Valley. In those sandy and bushy plains ser- 
pents were so numerous, that not a day passed 
without their catching some* While they were 
siKsngon the ground to eat their homely meals, 
they ran across their legs without once biting 
any of them. Once, a serpent twisted itself 
round M. Thunberg's leg, and suffered itself to 
be taken off without injury. Hence it appears, 
that these reptiles do not attempt to bite;, unless 
in their own defence. 

From Verlooren Valley they travelled on tb 
Lange Valley ; and in their way to a place called 
the Gentlemen's Hotel, near the mountains, they 
found the codon royeni, a very scarce and beau!» 
tiful shrub. 

Near the Gentlemen's Hotel is a large cavern 
in the mountain, like a hall, formed by two 
rocks hollowed out by the hand of time. Th« 
mountains in the environs are dry, barren, and 
brittle, appealing as if they had undergone th^ 
action of fire. 

Their next stage was to a farm near Olyphant't 
River, where they stwd a few days. Here arc 
several flat-topped mountains, resembling the 
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Table of the Cape, chiefly composed of bare 
TOck$9 with a red sand-stone, interspersed with 
pebbles* On some of the lesser hillsj th^y found 
the Hottentot's water-melon. Its ropt is romi^f 
about six inches in diameter, of a yellowish co- 
louT) and as hard as a turnip. It- is much es* 
teemed by the natives, and is not unpleasant to 
the taste. 

On the 3 1 St, they advanced farther into the 
desart, which was of three days' journey. In 
the whole of this track, they found only three 
Mratering places, and they were very indifferent 
as well as salt. 

On the 2d of November, they ascended Bok- 
keland Mountains, on the top of which the air 
was extremehr cold. Weary, but not a little gra- 
tified, they afterwards arrived at Clas Losper's 
fa^m, a man witli whom they were acquainted, 
and from whom they received many civilities. 
He was the richest grazier in the whole country ; 
and at that time possessed no fewer than twelve 
thousand sheep, six hundred horned cattle, full 
grown, and two hundred calves. 

Bokkeland, or Goatland, is nothing else than 
a pretty high mountsun with a level top, form- 
ing, towards the edges of its summits, a variety 
of projecting angles, pointing to the sea-side. 
The whole country is extremely barren, and con- 
sequently not much frequented by the colonists. 
Small societies of Hottentots are scattered up and 
down in it, and nearer the sea are two rich and 
powerful nations, the great and little Namaquas, 
who are employed in grazing. 
" From Bokkeland, they saw the Roggeveld 
IV^ountains to the eastward ; and nearer, the Han-, 
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turns Mduntfdns to the northward, hehind which, 
ofi ahother chain, live the Boshiesmen Hot- 
.fetttots. These people had been very trouble- 
some to the colonists, and different parties had 
been Sent out against them. Our travellers met 
6rie party returning from one of those expedi- 
tions, in which they ' had killed about one hun- 
dred, and made twenty prisoners, chiefly small 
children. 

The Boshiesmen exercise their violence and 
depredations, not only on the Christian colonists, 
but, previous to this, have ruined the greatest 
part of the Hottentot natives. They are a war- 
like and savage race, and use poisoned arrows. 
Patient of hunger, they can endure long absti- 
nence ; but when they procure a plentiful supply, 
ttxey eat most immoderately till their bellies are 
distended to an atnazing size. When oppressed 
by famine, they tie a oelt roUnd their bbdies, 
which they gradually tighten, to prievent the 
cravings of appetite. 

The two following days they rode along Bok- 
keland to Hantum. The latter country began 
with scattered ridges of mountdihs, and farther 
up stands a very high one, with a cleft in the 
middle, through which they rode. In this track 
they found that species of fungus, called the Hyd- 
Dora Africana, a plant they had long wished to 
aee, and which is unquestionably one of the most 
extraordinary that has been discovered of late 
years. It always grows under the branches and 
upon the roots of the euphorbia tinicalli. The 
kxwer part of it, which constitutes the fruitj is 
eaten by the Hottentots, viverrae, foxes, and other 
Animals* 



in* 



THtJNBERG'S THA'fflM 



1 



Uotis haimt cvcvy part of these mounyunii 

and lire as ctiaaj^eeable neighbours to the farm* 
tr*t yft the Boshicsmcn. Several exli i '■. 
fcUectloies are lold of the resolution :v 
tht^ tnlDnrsts have un. • ; ' ■ 

niafa. One farmci 

soirtr bu&hes, where ti. lion lay criiccif^ 
tatcfl this iyrant of" the beaais, that he t 
H\^n hinii and aeisEing hUprey, il - 
pe ration, thru&t one of hU mtu^ <i 
cjf the savagCi wlikh »*H^td him frorn 
to pieces, till he fuinttd away with lo>.^ 
After this the lion retreated ; when Uie 1 1 
recovering, found hh hand 6o violentH la 
cd, that there waw no cham:e of its Wi 
He therefore hud his hand Upon a hU^.i., , 
an axe over tl, and oixtered one of his serv i, 
strike it with a club- The amputated hmi. :.^ 
in^ stressed in cow dimg, mid iled up in a bUA* 
der, healed in time, with only the liubscqiietit 
application of common swlve. 

Oh the Kith J they travelled along the Tfrr^ r.f 
the Eoggeveld JVIaunlauns* Here Uie C(i 
is called the Lower I^oggevcld* Thh tru' 
ceives its appetlalion from a kind of rye ■ 
grows here wild in i^rcai abimdancc* i mc 
whole country h de^titiiie of wood^ and has onlv a 
lew shmbs and bushes* It hus been il ' 

about thirty years back, though ihe I 
^kirt the eminences atnl hills ; tht lu 
being loo cold and sierd to iinsswef il. i ■ . 
of cultivation- 
It is a custom with the HottentotSj in these 
mountains^ to bui7 tJieir dead in tlie clefts of 
the rocks, and such as fid I into a swoon » hav 



fe^HMHUi 



184 THUNBERG'S TRAVELS, 

" N. Lions haunt every pa rt of these moantainat 



TFIE NEW YORK 

PUBLIC LIBRARY 



a;tor. '.EMOX AN0 

TjLD'£N FOUNDAtiOWa 



THUNBERG'S TRAVELS. IS5 

the hard fate to be mterred directly. Cold as 
the climate is in winter, these people have sel- 
dom any other covering than a sheep-skin about 
their backs ; the woolly side being worn next 
their skin in winter, and the smooth side in 
summer. 

On the 25 th, they crossed the mountain to 
Kreutsfontein. In the afternoon, as they wtve 
setting out from thence, M. Thunberg's horse 
had the misfortune to be bitten in the breast by 
a serpent, as he was watering at a brook, in con- 
sequence of which his foot swelled and grew 
stiff with such rapidity, that before they had pro- 
ceeded far^ he was obliged to be left on the spot. 
A small serpent, not six inches long, reputed 
highly venomous, was supposed to be the cause 
of this mischief. 

Soon after they fell in with another party, that 
had been in pursuit of the Boshiesmen. They 
had killed and taken prisoners nearly two hundred 
and thirty Boshiesmen. One of the colonists had 
been wounded with an arrow in the knee, which 
cost him his life. 

In Roggeveld alone, the Boshiesmen had, in 
the two last years, stolen more than ten thou- 
sand sheep, besides oxen, and had murdered ma- 
ny of the colonists, and their slaves. When 
pursued, they always retreat to the mountains, 
where, like baboons, they post themselves on the 
edges of the summits, and in the inaccessible 
spots, from which they hurl down stones, or let 
fly their an^ows. 

In riding along Visch River, on the 29th, by 
the carelessness of one of his Hottentots, M. 
R 2 
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Tbimberg's waggon was ove^urtied, and man)' 
t>f his boxes and packages of plants were lost. . 

On the 1st of December, the frost, rain, rh«^ 
and snow were so violent, that they were dbH^ 
(ed to halt two whole days, and even to secure 
themselves against the cold by additional dotte* 
fing, and by keeping within doors. In the numt^ 
ing of the 3d, they foimd it necessary to descend 
the mountains, which they did with great (^®- 
cultyt In a few hours, notwithstanding the in- 
-tense cold they had experienced on the heigbtfl^ 
they got to the CarroW land, where they 'fimiid' 
ttie heat intolerable. 

They had now before them an extensive track 
of desart, where scarcely a living creature can 
svibsist. In fact they saw nothing but rats. Which ' 
probably live entirely on the succulent -leaves -of 
the shrubs in these parts. 

Having passed this desart, they came tol>ofti 
River, and taking the road through the vaUejr 
formed by the mountains between Cafrow said 
Bokkeveld, arrived at last at a settlement and 
farm where they halted for refreshment. 

On the 1 1th, they departed from thence, hav- 
ing first purchased a large ram, which they salt- 
ed in his own skin ; and continued their route 
till they arrived at Verkeerde Valley, a very plefih 
sant and fertile spot, where they agreed to re- 
main for a few days, to rest and to cat their 
salted mutton in solitude. 

In a few days they returned to those partB 
where the settlements lay pretty close together, 
after Wandering for several weeks, mostly in de- 
sarts, and often encamped in the open air, where 
they had been frequently in want of the neces- 



TJtti;NBEllG"S T&AVBLS. W 

mmp& lof life. Novelty was not now to be ex- 
:peeted. They continued their journey to the' 
jGapie with little variety of occurrence, and reach- 
mi that place on the 29th of December. 

According to our travelkr's usual practice, no 
^ooiser was he arrived in town, than it was his 
-first care to dispatch to Europe, by the returning 
ships, the collections he had made in his pre- 
ceding tour. 

, M. Thunberg now received from Amsterdam, 
not only a sum of money, but also letters of re*- 
commendation to the governor general of Bata^ 
•via, in consequence of which he had to prepare 
fer a voyage to that country, and afterwards to 
Japan. In the three last years, he says he had 
travelled over as much of the southern parts off 
Africa, as the nature of his equipment, which 
was below mediocrity, would permit. He had 
tdso, during that period, received many favour» 
from the governor and other gentlemen in the 
administration, and likewise from some of his 
own countrymen, and the other inhabitants of 
the place; and therefore could not, without 
-many heartfelt recollections of gratitude, bid 
adieu to them. The most cultivated minds are 
aiways most susceptible of friendship ; in them 
it is principle ; in vulgar souls it is interest or 
habit. 

On the 2d of March, 1775, not without the 
most tender regret at taking leave of his friends, 
he embarked far Batavia on board the Loo, Cap- 
.tain Berg, in quality of surgeon extraordinary. 
On board the same ship sailed also a young man, 
who pretended to be a prince of the Imperial 
femilyr and Court of Leuwensteen, who had been 
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kidnapped and sent off to the Cape, and wasndw" 
to make a voyage to Java ; the government of 
the Cape, not daring to set him at liberty. Ad- 
cording to his own account, he had arrived at 
Nimeguen with a servant, and unfortunately 
lodged at a kidnapper's, who had robbed him of 
his property, and thfen forwarded him to Amster- 
dam, where he was locked up with his servant 
for three weeks, and at length sent to the Texe! 
without having passed any kind of muster. His 
servant had suffered much by sickness during 
the voyage, and he himself had enlisted for a 
common soldier, all his property being gone, save 
a suit of scarlet, and a valuable ring. Being ill 
when he arrived at the Cape, he was sent to the 
hospital, where he happened to be known and 
recognised by some of his countrymen ; but all 
the indulgence or redress he could procure from 
•the goveniment there, was an order to dine at* 
the officers' table in his voyage to Batavia, where 
he was sent as a passenger. 

The wind being favourable, they made a rapid 
progress, and on the 5th of April saw St. Paur*' 
Island, between which and the Isle of x\mster* 
dam, they sailed. Sickness increased as they 
got into wanner cHmates ; nevertheless the sight 
of Java, which they discovered on the 3d of May^i 
was highly gratifying though it was destined to 
be the grave of the major part of them. 

On the 1 8th they arrived safe in Batavia road, 
and the day following M. Thunberg went on 
shore, and put up at the Gentlemen's Hotel, tt 
very large house for the accomodation of stran- 
gers. Having previously sent off various letters 
of recommendation, with which he had been fe- 



THUKBERG'S TRAVELS. 189 

vowedy to persons of consequence here ; his next 
cure was, to call on the parties individually, who 
Tied with each other, in shewing him favour and 
friendship. 

The governor, who resides at a small distance 
&om the town, received him in the most con- 
descending manner, and assured him of his pro- 
tection and assistance in every thing relative, to 
his intended voyage to Japan. Dr. Hoffman, to 
whom he was recommended, invited him to live 
with him, and make use of his table ; and M. 
Radermacher, one of the coimcil, finding that our 
traveller had been more successful in accumu- 
lating plants and natural curiosities than gold, 
sent him a present of fifty ducats even before he 
could wait on him* 

Being so well introduced atBatavia, he spent 
his time in the most agreeable manner^ suid as 
the ships destined for Japan, were not to sail for 
three months, he employed the interval in pro- 
curing information respecting the country, and 
more particularly its na.tural history. Meanwhile 
he was appointed surgeon to the largest of the 
ships intended for Japan, and the chief commis- 
sioner of commerce, who was to proceed to that 
place, received orders to detain him as physician 
to the embassy, on his journey to the imperial 
court, to which he had been nominated ambas- 
sador. 

Through the kind attention of M. Raderma- 
cher^ he had a sensible Javanese to accompany 
him in his botanical excursions ; and from him 
he obtained the Malay names of many herbs and 
trees, with their reputed virtues and uses among 
his countrymen. Among the most admired 
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fruits of this part of Java^ M. Thunberg enuimr* 
rates the cocoa-nut, cocos nucifera ; the pisang^ 
or fruit of the tree of paradise, musa paradisiaca; 
the pine apple, bromelia ananas ; the gojavus^ 
psidium ; Uie jambo, jamboli&ra indica ; the 
mango,J mangifera indica ; the catappa, termi* 
nalia catappa ; the papaya, carica papaya ^ the 
bread-fruit, boa nanca, or radermachia; the 
Tambutan, nephelium lappaceum ; the mangus- 
tlne, garcinia mangostana; and the shaddock^ 
citrus decumanus* 

While M* ThUnbcrg was engaged in his fa^ 
vourite pursuits, the time approached when the 
ships were to sail for JapsUi* And though M« 
Rfldermacher^ who had conceived a high degree 
of friendship for him, tried to persuade hinn to 
remain at Batavia, and accept the appointnieDt 
of physician, which wa« vadant, the income of 
which was six or seyen thousand rix*dollais 
yearly ; on account of the promises he had made 
ih Holland^ he preferred his duty to his interest. 
He therefore cordially thanked his kind bene^ 
factor ; and by way of equipping himself proper- 
ly for Japan, bespoke several necessary articles 
o£ dress, both shewy and useful, that he might 
exhibit himself with propriety among the Ji^ 
panescj who view the Europeans with far great- 
er attention than a natural philosopher examines 
the most rare and uncommon animal. 
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HAVING acconipanied our ingenious tv^n 
visller to Batavia> for the sake of distinctness, as 
viell as on account of the superior interest which 
yre are convinced most readers will taljie in them, 
i¥e have thought proper to give his subsequent 
adventures under a separate , head. They still 
.embrace a wide field, and a long space of time 
before his return to Sweden* The situation in 
-^Y^iich he npw appeared was somewhat more 
.worthy of his talents, and th& patronage his 
merit had procured gave more extensive scc^e 
for their application* 

On the 20th of June, 1 775, M. Thunberg went 
QXi board the Stavenise, Captain Ess, which ship 
likewise carried M. Feith, in quality of consul 
and ainbas^ador to the imperial court of Japan. 
A smaller ship, called the Bleijenberg, with a 
supercargo and a writer on board, was likewise^ 
destined for the same voyage* 

Next day, they weighed, saluted, and got 
under way in the roa^ of Batavia ; and on the 
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i 26th, they found themselves in' 
Banca, which are nearly as wide ' 
h Channel* The coasts of Java 
irere both woody and level, 
of July, they came in sight of the 
and soon after a severe gale came 
sry common in those latitudes..... 
:ing an intelligent seaman, immc- 
d to shorten sail, lower the top- 
e down the yards. This precau- 
ved during the whole voyage un- 
:umstances ; and the event shewed 
licious. The Bleijenberg, on the 
rried all her canvass, till the top- 
d afterwards the lower also. Thus 
crippled by the imprudence of her 
as with difficulty saved from sink- 
id to make the best of her way to 
epaired. 

they ag«n saw the Chinese shore ; 
ing boats came off to traffick with 
; other fish which they purchased, 
ful and transparent shell-fish, call- 
ironectes. 

eaving Batavia, the crew had been 
with intermitting fevers ; but as 
Did weather and winds increalsed, 
ibated. Bontius observes, that in 
I were seldom heard of in the East 
t present, no species of fever is 
t. 

\, they descried the islalKl of For- 

once belonged to the Dutch East 

jr. Formerly all ships bound for 

here ; but no traffick is now car- 
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«ed on from thence with Europeans. The 
Dutch sustained a siege of nine months from 
the Chinese rebel, Coxinia, before they surren- 
dered the citadel. This happened in 1662 ; soon 
after which, the island was united to the empire 
of China. 

Hard gales, or rather hurricanes, followed 
each other in rapid succession. On the 10th of 
August, for the fifth time, in this short passage, 
they encountered one which lasted twenty-four 
hours with, great fury. Hence it appears, how 
dangerous the voyage to Japan is, even during 
the most favourable season, which is only of 
three or four months* duration. 

Indeed, this navigation is esteemed so peri- 
lous, that the Dutch East India Company always 
consider one ship in five as devoted to destruc- 
tion. And this calculation is verified by the 
experience of more than one hundred years, 
according to lists that have been kept of the 
ships employed in this service. 

In the afternoon of the 13th, they discovered 
the land of Japan, and the same evening, an- 
chored in the entrance of Nagasaki harbour, 
when fires were lighted up by the natives at out 
posts, on the hills, to announce to the governor 
of Nagasaki, the anival of a ship. 

All the prayer books and bibles, belonging to 
the sailors were now collected and put into a 
chest, which was nailed down. This was after- 
wards intrusted to the keeping of the Japanese, 
till the time of their departure ; when every 
person received his book again. So vigilant is 
the government to prevent the introduction of 
Christian books into the country ! 
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in foreigners or natives, a contraband trade is 
almost impossible to be carried cm. 

The interpreters are all natives of Japan^ and 
speak with more or less accuracy the Dutch 
language* They are generally divided into three 
classes, according to the perfection with which 
they can acquit themselves in this vocation..*.. 
The superior class is composed of doctors, the 
second of assistants, and the thii^ of appren- 
tices ; or rather of ranks and gradations answer- 
ing to those titles. 

The interpreters are extremely fond of Eu- 
ropean books, and yearly increase their stock 
by the favour of the merchants. They are also 
very inquisitive into European customs and sei- 
ences, and are the only persons who practise me- 
dicine on any just principles. Several clerks 
always accompany them, as well to the ships as 
to their college in the island of Dezima, who 
perform the most tiresome pait of their business, 
in keeping accounts and writing permits. 

As soon as M. Thunberg got on shore, it -was 
his firat care to form an acquaintance with the in- 
terpreters, and to hisinuate himself in^o the good 
graces of such ofBcers as most frequently visited 
their little commercial isle. As physician, be 
had the most favourable opportunities of render- 
ing himself serviceable and acceptable to the 
Japanese, by his advice and prescriptions. Be- 
sides, the nature of his pursuits exposed him 
less to suspicion that the commercial adventur- 
ers ; and he at last was able to obtr.in the^-go- 
^eraor's permission to gather plants, the object 
of ail his solicitude, in the plain tliat encircles the 
town of Na^asrfu. He wfis now happy in idea ; 
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hut judge his surprise^ when he found this 
order revoked^ on the preteitt^ that there was no 
precedent for a principal surgeon having enjoy-* 
ed. that liberty, though there was one of a sur- 
geon's mate* Such a trifling vari^ition as this, 
is considered as important among the Japanese, 
w1k> blindly obey the letter of the laws> without 
examining into the principles on which they are 
founded* 

To our traveller this was a serious disappoint- 
ment, as the autumn was advancing with hasty 
strides, though he did not quite despair of ulti- 
mate success* Meanwhile he encouraged the 
interpreters to collect for him; and by repre- 
senting that every surgeon was first a mate ; and 
.that, in case of his death, the latter succeeds him 
in the appointment, he at last convinced the Ja« 
panese, that the precedent might apply to either* 
But before this logic was admitted, the season 
was too far advanced ; and he could not make 
any use of the indulgence he had obtained, till 
the month of February. 

. During tliis interval he endeavoured to ac- 
quire some knowledge of the language ; though 
Uiis sitep is strictly prohibited, and was attended 
with many difficulties in itself* At last he ob^ 
tained, from an old interpreter, a Latin, Portu- 
guese, and. Japanese dictionary, which had de- 
scended to him from his ancestors, and appeared 
to be the work of the Jesuits, when they had a 
footing in this empire* No other copy could 
be either boiTowed or purchased, consequently 
our traveller had the greater reason to congratu- 
late himself on this acquisition* 
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Nagsisaki harbour is the o^y place "vrhere 1^ 
I>utch and Chinese ships are allowed to enter; 
The town is one of the fiveealied Imperial ; and 
on account of its foreign cQnunercey i&one of the 
most (bustling in the empire* It belongs sepa* 
liaitely to the secular empevor, who appoints a 
governor in his namey wiio is annually ehanged; 
but) after the expiration of a year, generally re** 
turns to his post ; so that in fact, there ace twO' 
governors ; on& in ofiice and the other out. 

The town is surrounded on the land side by 
high moioitains, that slope off graduiUly to* 
wards the harbour, which is generally full of 
shipping* 

The island of Dezima, which the Dutch rent 
Ibr a factory, may be considered merely as a 
street belonging to Nagasaki* It has a commu- 
nication with it by a bridge, and at low water is ' 
only separated from it by a ditch* Dezima is 
only six hundred paces long, and one hundred 
and. twenty in breadth ; and in this small space 
the Dutch are cooped up, guarded in the day- 
time, and locked in at night. The company's 
store*houses areiire-proof ; but the other build* ^ 
ings are all constructed of wood and clay, m 
the style of Nagasaki* On this island the in» 
terpreters have their college, where a great 
number of them assemble during the trailickii^ 
season ; but when the ships are gone, only one 
jor two come there, who are regularly relieved - 
every day. ^ ^ • 

The clkef for the Dutch commerce is chsffitged 
annually. Formerly, when trade was more &u- 
rishing, two voyages hither were suf!icient to 
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m&e his fortune ; but now he is obliged to make 
three or four, to procure a competency. Two 
^ips annually sail from Batavia, and return 
about the end of the year. The principal ex- 
ports from Japan are copper, camphor, lackered 
wood*work, porcelain, silks, rice, and other a]> 
tides. The copper is the finest in the world, 
and is cast into small bars, of a lively bright 
colour. 

The imports to Japan by the Dutch, are su- 
gar, elephants' teeth, sappan-wood, tin, lead, bar- 
iron, chintzes, Dutch cloth, cloves, tortoise-shell, 
China-root, and costus Arabicus. The private 
trade includes a number of inferior articles, such 
as saf&on, Venice treacle, ratans, spectacles, 
xiiirrors, watches, unicorns' horns, and the like. 

The islands of Japan were accidentally disco- 
vered by the Portuguese in 1542, from being 
driven on their coasts by a storm. They were 
well received, and carried on a lucrative trade 
here for nearly one hundred years. The Eng- 
lish also had some traiiick with these distant isl- 
aiids f but in 1601, the Dutch supplanted all the 
other nations of Europe, and obtained a mono- 
poly, which at first was highly beneficial to tlmm; 
but has been gradually cramped, till it ceases to 
yield much profit. The jealousy of the Japanese 
and the avarice of the Dutch have gone hand in 
hand to occasion this diminution of commercial 
advantages ; for in proportion as the latter made 
farther attempts to secure illicit gain, the former 
abridged the immunities they had originally re- 
ceived. 

Among the articles of private trade, unicorns* 
horns, (monodon monoceros) have been men- 
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tioned. The Japanese have an extraordinarjr 
opinion of its medical virtues and powers- to 
prolong life, fortify the animal spirits, strengthen 
the memory, and, in fine, to cure all complaints. 
The discovery of tiiis predilection was accidental. 
One of the chiefs, on bis return home, had sent 
some curiosities . to an interpreter, his friend, 
and among the rest was a large twisted Green- 
land unicorn's horn, by the sale of which the 
interpreter became extremely inch, and a man 
of consequence* From that time the Dutck 
have imported so many, that the value is greatly 
reduced ; nevertheless, this year, when all smugi- 
gling was obliged to be laid aside with the cap- 
tain's blue coat, our traveller sold as many as 
enabled him to pay the debts he had conti*acted, 
and to expend one thousand two hundred rix- 
dollars on his favourite science. 

Kinsi-root, called Som by the Chinese, like- 
wise sells very high. . It grows in the northern 
parts of China, particularly in Korea* A bastard 
kind, brought from America, perhaps the Gin- 
seng root is often brought hither by the Dutch ; 
but this is strictly prohibited by government, 
leait it should be fraudently sold for the genuine 
sort. 

Both the Dutch company and individuals are 
prohibited from exporting from hence, Japan- 
ese coin, maps, charts, and books, at least such 
as ai'e relative to the country; and all sorts 
of arms, particularly their scimeters, which, in 
strength and goodness of manufacture, are un- 
rivalled. 

The weights of Japan are thus regulated; one 
pickel makes one hundred and . twenty-five 
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.pounds ; one catje sixteen thails, one thail ten 
ftjas, and one mas ten conderyns. 

The naoney current in trade is reckoned in a 
similar manner ; so thstt one thail, which answers 
nearly to a Dutch rix-dollar, is equal to ten mas; 
and one mas to ten conderyns. Kambang mo- 
ney, as it is called, or the money of the countty, 
is never paid in hard cash, as it cannot be ex- 
ported ; but there is merely an assignment made 
on it, and bills are drawn for such a sum as will 
be requisite for a whole year's supply. Hence 
the commerce here cannot be considered in any 
other light than barter : at least, the money re- 
ceived in the island^ must always be laid out 
again in it. 

Though the Chinese are the only Asiatic na- 
tion that trade to Japan, and they still employ a 
good number of ships, their privileges are alsd 
much curtailed, since they were imprudent 
enough to introduce into Japan, Catholic books 
printed in China. They are now confined to si 
small island, like the Dutch ; and strictly search- 
ed whenever they go in or out. They enjoy, 
however, the liberty of frequenting a temple in 
the town, dedicated to the worship of the Deity; 
and have an allowance for their daily expentes. 

On the other hand, they are never suffered to 
make a journey to the imperial court, as the 
Dutch are ; but as this saves them a considerable 
expence, it may perhaps rather be considered as 
a favour than an indignity or restraint. 

On the 14th of October, the Diitch ship Was 
conducted to the Papenberg, there to remain at 
anchor, and take in the rest of her cargo. Soon 
after the ship has anchored in this harbour, the 
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governor points out the day when she is to sailf, 
and this command must be so implicitly obeyed^^ 
that neither wind nor weather must retard her- 
Indeed, when she sailed, the wind was actually 
so contrary, and blew so hard, that above one 
hundred boats of different sizes were employed 
in towing her out*. 

As there are several islands of different sizes, 
in the environs of Papenberg, when the boats* 
are restored to them, the Dutch may row to 
them without molestation ; though if they stay 
long, or visit one of the larger islands, they are 
sure to have a guide to dog them, or a guai*d-' 
ship to watch their motions. The inistic na- 
tives, however, seem to be much amused w^ith ' 
the sight of Europeans among them, and par- 
ticularly admire their large and round eyes; 
frequently exclaiming, Hollanda O-me! 

Papenberg is a small island, covered to the 
very brink of its shores with a peaked moun- 
tain, which is accessible by two sides. It is said ' 
to have acquired its name, from being the scene 
of the destruction of the Portuguese friars, who 
were thrown down its precipices into the sea.... 
On this and the neighbouring islands, M. Thun- 
berg embraced every opportunity of pursuing 
his botanical researches ; and met with no small 
success. 

Of the urtica Japonica and nivea, two species 
of nettles, the Japanese make the cordage of 

* Strong as the love of gain is, it is astonishing that 
any people should submit to be treated as the Dutch are 
in Japan. No liberal mind could bear it ; but fortunately 
for the avaricious, they are seldom troubled with delicacy 
of sentiment. 



TfiUKEBRG'S TRAVELS. 20* 

their vessels. It is very strong, and yet linen 
may be manufactured from the same plants* 

About the middle of November the ship sail- 
ed, lea^ng fouiteen solitary Europeans, with 
some slaves and Japanese, to be shut up in the 
little island of Dezima, not only separated from 
the rest of Christendom, but from the whole 
world besides. A person confined here, is, to. all 
intents^ sequestered from the affairs of men.««* 
The very energies of the soul are cramped ; for 
there is nothing to excite either hope or fear, to 
Awaken or gratify curiosity^ 

Our traveller employed this period of seclu- 
sion in collecting, examining, and preserving 
insects and herbs, in conversing with the in-^ 
terpreters, to whom he gave a taste for botany, 
and. found them anxious to be instructed. By 
this means he acquired many plants, which they 
sought for their own gratification, while they 
were adding to his* From those people too, he 
obtained much local knowledge of the country, 
government, religion, and manners* 

The cold now began to grow very severe, and, 
at times, was quite piercing* They, therefore, 
lighted fires in a kettle filled with charcoal, 
which was placed m the middle of the apartment, 
and warmed the whole room for several hours 
together* 

About this time our traveller met with a cir- 
cumstance which spread some alaitn over their 
•silent retreat. As he was unable to purchase a 
slave for himself at Batavia, the supercargo had 
lent him one, till the master should return here 
next season* The. poor fellow, it seems, had a 
wife and family at Batavia, and being disappoints- 
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ed in sailing with the ship, became qui temelan* 
' choly, and at last absconded, no one knew whene* 

He was immediately sought for, but in vain, 
by the other slaves. The interpreters and some 
Japanese made a still stricter search, without ef- 
feet. At length the governor was apprized of 
this desertion, and an order arrived, with a nuffi^ 
ber of officers and attendants, to renew the search 
till he was found ; when, at length, he was dts^ 
covered in an old storehouse. 

Had he not been found, every house in the 
island, and even the apartment of every indivi- 
dual, would have been visited ; and in case of 
missing him, the whole kingdom would have 
been alarmed, and enjoined to apprehend tbe 
deserter. This shews how fearful the Japanese 
are, lest any one should steal into the country* 
The poor slave, whose feelings did him honour^ 
was obliged to be bastinadoed and put in iron^ 
and the ferment soon subsided. 

They kept the new year, 1776, with much ce- 
lebrity. According to custom, about the noon 
€>f that day, most of the Japanese, who had any 
connection with the Dutch, came to wish them a 
happy new year ; and were invited to dine wkh 
the chief. After dinner, which was dressed chief- 
ly in the European manner, warm sakki was 
handed round, which was drank out of lackered 
wooden cups. 

On this festive occasion, the chief invited from 
the town some young females, partly as assist- 
ants at the entertainment, and partly to amuse 
them with dancing, which they did after their 
country fashion ; and about five o'clock took their 
leave with the other guests. 
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In the most of the Japanese towns, as well as 
ia Nagasaki, there are particular houses dedi- 
cated to the Cfprean goddess ; and such of the 
I>utch as wish for a &male companion, to assist 
ID the management of their domestic concerns, 
may engage one for any length of time over thi*ee 
days, which is the shortest period of contract. 
The lady's hushand, or pati-on, is paid a stipulat- 
ed sum daily ; and, for her services, she gene- 
rally comes in besides for presents and personal 
ornaments* 

The Japanese, indeed, seem to pay little re- 
gard to female chastity ; nor do they regard las- 
civiousness as a vice, particularly if practised in 
4uch places as are protected by the laws, and 
government. Houses of this kind, therefore, are 
. not considered as infamous, or improper places 
of rendezvous. They are often frequented by the 
better sort of people, who wish to treat their 
friends with sakki, the favourite liquor of the 
country. Nevertheless, this institution carries on 
its vei7 face a stigma derogatory to human na- 
ture, and to polished manners. 

It is very rarely that a Japanese woman, not- 
withstanding the licence they are allowed, proves 
pregnant by an European ; and should this be 
the case, there are various reports about the 
manner in which the unfortunate progeny is 
disposed of; but our author could not ascertain 
the real fact, probably fi^om the infrequency of 
the circumstance. Those women, however, who 
attach themselves to the Dutch, or inhabit the 
receptacles of infamy, are not considered as .be- 
ing dishonoured ; but after serving a certsdn 
term of years, frequently marry to advantage. 
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Though the Japanese have oniy ooe «!&, 
{asciviousness seems universally to prevail 9xm>i^ 
the people ; nor are the married women confined^ 
as in other eastern countries, or at all ddicate 
in their manners* They expose themselves in 
the streets, houses, or even bathing, without tlie 
least ceremony ; or, perhaps, even the conscioua-> 
.ness of impi*opriety, which is their best excuse* 

Some of them paint themselves with a com- 
position called Bing ; but this ornament is chief- 
ly confined to the lips, which appear either red 
or violet, according to the quantity of the paint 
that is laid on. * 

The married women are generally distinguish- 
ed from the single, by having their teeth stained 
black, which, in their opinion, is a capital charm i 
but in the eyes of an European, is very itisgust- . 
ing. This, black dye is derived from urine, fil-» 
ings of iron, and sakki. It is fetid and comsive.; 
and eats deeply into the teeth* Some begin to 
use this ornament as soon «^$ tliey are Qaq;pt^d or 
betrothed, as a mark of consequence. 

On the 7 th of February, M. Thunberg hawng 
yeceiv^d from the governor a second permission 
to botdnize, he, for the first time, had the plea^ 
figure of taking a walk about the town of Nagasa- 
ki, and afterwards of visiting the mountaips ia 
the environs, attended by several of the head iri^ ^ 
teri^reters and banjoses* Availing hi^nselfof tlie 
liberty he had obtained, he generally made, an 
excursion at least once or twice a week, till sucU 
time as the ambassador was ready to depart for 
the imperial couxt. 

The town of Nagasaki has neither citadeU 
walls, nor fosse* The streets are irregiUaj^^ and 
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terminated at each end by a wooden gate^ occa- 
sionally- locked at night. Few of the houses are 
two stories high^ and when they are so, the up- 
per story is generally low. There are nume- 
rous temples in this place ; and though it can- 
not be calkd handsome in itself, there are many 
delightful spots in the vicinity. 

On some rising grounds are numerous tomb- 
stones of various forms. Some are rough, and 
in their natural state ; but more frequently they 
are hewn with art, with or without letters engrav- 
ed on them. These cemeteries being always on 
elevated situations, and having so many stones 
erected on them, are distinguishable from afar. 

In the gardens, our botanist found many of 
the European culinary vegetables. Near the vil- 
lages were large plantations of batatas ( convol- 
tulufe ednlis) the roots of which are mealy and 
agreeable to the taste. They seem much easier 
of digestion than potatoes, which have been tried 
to be cultivated here, but with indifferent suc- 
c:ess. 

M. Thunberg discovered many medical plants, 
'of the virtues of which the Japanese were igno- 
rant, as Well as esculent roots that had never 
t)een brought into use ; and he had a farther op- 
portunity of ingratiating himself with the natives, 
by indicating their qualities and effects. 

The 1 8th of February was the last day of the 
Japanese year ; and, according to the custom of 
the country, all accounts are then closed between 
private persons, and fresh credit given. Happy 
the people, who, at the beginning of the new 
year, can reflect on their being free from debt 1 , 
t2 
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The new year was ushered in by the Japanese 
and Chinese with joy and congratulation. Every 
one was dressed in his best attire, and a tound 
of diversions filled up the greatest part of the 
first month* 

The year here is measured by lunalions, so 
that some have twelve, and others thirteen^' 
months ; consequently the termination and com-' 
mencement of the year are not on the same daiy, 
or always in the same month* Every fifteenth 
day is allowed for a cessation from labour. «••» 
Day and night, taken together, are divided into- 
twelve hours only ; and the whole year through, 
they regulate themselves by the rising and set- 
ting of the sun- The hour of six they reckon 
at sun-rise, and the same at sun-set, so that noon 
and midnight are always at nine. 

Time is measured by burning matches t\visted 
like ropes, and divided by knots. When one 
of these, after being lighted up, has burnt to a 
knot, which denotes the elapse of a certain poi^* 
tion of time, in the day, this is made known by 
ceilain strokes on be! Is, and in tlie night, by 
striking two pieces of wood against each othei'l' 
The Japanese era commences with Nin-o, six 
hundred and sixty years before the birth of 
Christ. 

A few days after the commencement of the 
new year, the homd ceremony is performed of 
tmmpling on such images as represent the cross, : 
the virgin,'and child. This is done for ^thc sake 
of imprinting on the mind of the people an ab- 
horrence and hatred of the Christian doctriney - 
which the Portuguese attempted to introduce j 
and, at the same time; to discover if any remains 
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ei it stiU exist in Japan ; for \«^hich reason the 
ceremony is chiefly performed in such places as 
tl^re foimerly most frequented by the Christians* 
In the town of Nagasaki it continues for four 
days, after which the images are laid by till the 
next year* Except the governor and his train^ 
QTery age and sex is obliged to attend this cere- 
mony ; but so far are the Dutch from participat- 
ing in it) as has been insinuated, that only one 
. pierson in the factory had ever seen the least trace 
of it ; and that was accidentally in his way with 
a. message from the chief to the governor* 
. There are several grand festivals in the year, 
which are kept for one or more days together j 
but their origin and design we are not made ac- 
quainted with* 

Having previously sent off some of the bag- 
gage by sea, and made preparations for setting 
out to court, on the 25th of February, they had 
ai) audience of leave of the governor ; and on 
the 4th of March, they commenced their jour- 
ney to Jedo. 

The embassy consisted only of three persons, 
M* Feith as chief, his secretary, M. Koehler, 
and our traveller as physician. They had how- 
et€r, a very numerous retinue of Japanese 
placemen, interpreters, and servants. In pass- 
ing the bridge, which communicates between 
Dezuna and the town, they were very strictly 
searched* A great number of people, connected 
with them in the way of trade, formed a caval- 
cade, to do them honour at their departure, and 
made a very fine show* 

.A banjos, appointed by the governor of Naga- 
saki^ was leader of the whole caravan, and con- 
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ducted every tMng both hi going and rettirrm)^. 
He was carried in a large nonmon, with a pike 
home before him 9 to indicate his anithority and 
high command. Several inferior hanjoses wei^ 
under his direction. The chief interpreter wad 
carried in a cango, and to his care was intrusted 
the cash and the payment of the necessary ex- 
pences on account of .the Dutch Company. 

The ambassador, secretary, and physician, 
travelled in large handsome lackered norimons, 
or sedan cfiairs. These vehicles are made of 
thin boards and bamboo canes, in form of an ob- 
long square, with windows before and on each 
side. Over the roof runs a long edged pole, by 
which the chair is supported on the bearers* 
shoulders. It is so large, that a person may sit 
or lie in it at his ease, and is richly adorned* The 
number of porters are in proportion to the rank 
of the person, and they alternately relieve each 
other. They generally sing some air in con- 
cert, which regulates their pace. 

The Japanese, who attended, either on foot or 
horseback, were provided with a hat, in the form 
of a cone, tied under the chin ; a fan ; and & 
wide coat, made of oiled paper, to keep out the 
rain. 

The whole of this numerous caravan, consist- 
ing of not less than two hundred persons, com- 
posed of such different people, and still more 
differently etjuipped, formed a fine spectacle ; 
nor was the distinction, with which they were 
every where received, less pleasing to the Eu- 
ropeans. 

They dined the first day at lagami, where 
they were received by their host with a degree 
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of poHteneas that would have done honour to 
the most civilized part of the world. He met 
them by the way, and with every* token of sub- 
missl<Hi and respect, bade them welcome ; then 
hurrying home, prepared to receive his guests 
with due honour on their arrival. This obse- 
quious attention of the landlord's was repeated 
at every stage ; and, in addition to the polite- 
ness they were treated with, they found the ge- 
neral accommodation good. 

The following morning they reWimed their 
journey, taking the road of Omura, where they 
dined, at the distance of three leagues*, and 
then proceeded five leagues farther to Sinongi, 
where they slept. 

On the 6th, in the morning, they arrived at 
Orissino, where there is a sulphureous warm 
bath, which they viewed, and then proceeded to 
Otsinsu, where they took up their lodging for 
the night. The warm bath at Orissmo wasi 
walled in, and had a handsome house near it for 
the accommodation of invalids, that resorted 
hither for the benefit of the waters. Japan 
abounds in similar springs, which are used in 
venereal complaints, the palsy, itch, rheumatism^ 
and many other disorders. 

The road over which the embassy had hitherto 
travelled, was very rugged and tiresome ; but 
after they got into the pix)vince of Fisen, the; 
country appeared more fertile, beautiful, and 
populous ; the villages were closely planted, and 
some of them were of considerable extent. 



. - ♦ The Japanese league is nearly equal to thteeFretKb i 
as one of their miles to a French lea^e, 
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Fisen 18 distinguished for its elegant and valu- 
able porcelain, made of a perfectly white clay^ 
in itself very fine, but nevertheless wrought with 
the \jtmost diligence and care ; so that the ves* 
sels formed of it become transparent, and as 
white as snow. 

On the 7th, they crossed the river Kassagawa, 
and soon after arrived at Sanga, the capital of the 
•province, which is defended by a castle, walls, 
and ditches. This, like most towns in Japan, is 
regularly built, with straight and wide streets* 
There are also several canals, which convey the 
water through it. 

The people, especially the M'omen, seemed of 
a smaller size in this province than in the former ; 
and tlie married women, though naturally hand- 
some and well shaped, disfigure themselves ex- 
tremely, by extirpating the hair of their eyebrows, 
which here denotes the matrimonial state, as 
black teeth does at Nagasaki. 

Having travelled near ten leagues the next 
day, over very high mountains, sprinkled with a 
number of villages, they arrived at Itska. They 
were now in the pi-ovince of Tsikudsen, as soosn 
as they entered on the frontiers of which, an ofE- 
cer was sent by the governor, to welcome them, 
and to conduct them safe through his territories. 

M. Thunberg observes, that, however much 
strangers are despised or feared by the Japa- 
nese, on the sea-coast, nothing could exceed the 
civility and respect with which they were re- 
ceived in their journey to the imperial court. 
When they arrived on the borders of a province, 
they were always met by a deputy from the go- 
vernor, who tendered them his services, and saw 
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them safe through his master's jurisdiction; and^ 
in short, had the embassy been composed oiF 
princes of the country, they could not have ex- 
perienced more homage and attention. Even 
the lower class of the people exhibited the same 
tokens of submission as they do to their own 
grandees of the first rank ; they bowed their 
heads, and frequently turned their backs, which 
is a sign of high respect, as intimating an ac« 
knowledgment that they were unworthy to look 
on them. 

The roads in Japan are broad, and furnished 
with ditches to carry off the water. They are 
generally kept in good repair; but before the 
Dutch make their annual journey to the capital, 
they are fresh strewed with sand, and every spe- 
cies of filth is removed. In hot and dusty wea- 
ther, they are also watered. Their sides are 
frequently planted with hedges of various kinds; 
among the rest our traveller found the tea shrub, 
very commonly used for this purpose. 

Mile posts are set up, which not only indicate 
the distance, but also point out the road ; and, in 
fact, nothing is omitted that can contribute to 
.the security and accommodation of the traveller, 
which might be expected among a people far 
advanced in civilization. The roads of Japan, 
however, when once made, cost little to keep 
them in a perfect state of repair. No wheel 
carriages for pleasure are known in this empire ; 
and travellers either go on foot or on horseback, 
unless they are of high rank, when they are car- 
ried in cangos or norimons. The fonn of the 
latter has already been described ; the cango is a 
square kind of close box, approaching the shape 
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of a sedan chair^ but destitute of its elegance or 
convenience. 

On the 9th of March, having crossed the No* 
gata River, and passed several villages, they 
came to a large and rich commercial town, called 
Xokura. Though it still carries on a consider- 
able trade, the harbour is so choked up, that onlf 
small vessels and boats can enter it# This place 
Is about a Japanese mile in length, forming an 
oblong square, and is washed bf a rtver^ which, 
after flowing through the streets, falls into the 
sea. At one end of the town, and alongside of 
the river, stands the prince's citadel, which is 
well fortified, and makes a very handsome ap- 
pearance. In this, the prince of Kokura resides, 
and holds his court. His highness received the 
embassy with particular respect; and they were 
extremely well lodged in this town. 

The front part of most of the houses in the 
towns of Japan is appropriated for a shop, and 
just behind it are the kitchen and the apart- 
ments occupied by the fkmily ; so that strangers, 
who are generally lodged in the garden front) 
have the best and most pleasant apartments. 

The dwellings are very roomy and commodi-* 
ous, and are never more than two stories high* 
The style of building is peculiar. The houses 
are constructed of a frame-work of wood, split 
bamboos, and clay, which have externally the 
appearance of stone, and are covered with tiles 
of considerable weight and thickness. The 
whole area makes but one room, which is af- 
terwards divided, according to convenience, by 
slight moving partitions, consisting of wooden 
frames covered with thick transparent paper, 
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wliich slide in grooves made in the beams of the 
fioor and roof. 

The Japanese hare no furniture in their houses 
of entertainment, consequently the embassy car- 
ried their own beds and mattresses, and spread 
them on the floor, which was covered with thick 
straw mats. Having neither chairs nor tables^ 
they sat on these mats with their legs under 
them ; and at dinner were served in lackered 
wooden cups, on a square wooden tray* 

On the 1 Uh, they crossed the bay to Simono- 
seki, in a yacht; and here they lodged for the 
night. This is a place of considerable import- 
ance on account of the goodness of its harbour^ 
which is. much frequented. Hence, there is a 
great resort of traders to it from all parts of the 
kingdom, who deal in a variety of commodities 
not to be procured elsewhere. 

This town is situated at one extremity of Ni- 
j>on, the largest of all the islands, and contains 
the two capitals of the kingdom. On the sea- 
shore a kind of ulva, called Awa Nori, is found, 
which, when dried and- roasted over the coals, 
and afterwards pulverized, is eaten with boiled 
rice, and Sometimes put into miso-soup. 

They embarked, on the 1 2th of March, on 
bb^rd a Japanese vessel, ninety feet long, which 
is annually hired on the Dutch company's ac- 
count, for the purpose of conveying the amba - 
sador toFiogo, a distance of one hundred leagues, 
which, with a favourable wind, is commonly per- 
formed in eight days. 

A vessel of this kind ranks among the largest 
built in this country ; nor are any other allowed, 
lest the natives should be tempted to go to sea 
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in them and quit their country. They arc gen- 
erally constructed of fir or cedar, and have only 
one mast; and, properly speaking, only one 
deck, though the cabin, which is very large and 
roomy, forms another partial deck* The mosC 
singular circumstance, however, is that the cabin - 
prrojects over both sides of the vessel, and, of 
course, has not a very elegant appearance^ though 
it is certadnly commodious enough. 

During calm weather, the Japanese vessels are 
rt>wed ; and when they arrive in any harbour^ 
the mast is commonly struck, and an awning • 
spreadj which protects the people froln any 
weather. 

From Simonoseki they sailed to Kamiro, which 
is thirty-si jc leagues; but the wind proving un- 
fevourable after they arrived off Nakassima, they 
put back into Kaminoseki harbour, where they 
were obliged to lie three weeks, before the wind 
became propitious. However, they several times 
amused themselves by making excursions on 
«hore, and visiting the temples and inns. 

The air here was very sharp, which brought 
on cdlds aiid catarrhs, notwithstanding they kept 
good fires. The country appeared mountainous, 
hut cultivated to such a degree, that eveiy spot, 
resembled a beautiful garden. 

The long time that they were obliged to li^ 
xf:, Kaminoseki, the Japanese spent in games 
and sports of various kinds. Those with whom 
M» Thunberg was most intimate, listened with , 
pleasure to his lectures on the healmg art} 
while, on the other hand, they entertained and 
informed him, by answering his questions rela* 
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tire to the government, and the rural and poli- 
tical economy of the country. 

Aniong the games which the Japanese played 
v«|s one called Siobuts, or the game of the goose* 
In playing this they made use of a thick check- 
ered paper, with different figures delineated osx 
each square. A die being thrown, each person 
marked his chance on the representations in the 
square. 

Cards are by no means a favourite diversion 
in this country, and indeed they are pix)hibited, 
though sometimes used in secret. They are 
fifty in number, formed of thick stiff paper, two . 
inches long, and one or more wide, black on one 
side, and dissimilarly marked on the other. They 
lay them in different heaps with the stake atop 
and then they turn up a card to see who has won. 

During their stay here, our traveller made him- 
self acquainted with the Japanese compass. It 
is first divided into the four cardinal points, an4 
then each of them is subdivided into three parts 
mote, which receive their names from some par- 
ticular animal. 

As a curiosity we give the different appellations 
of the quarters and points. Kitta, the north, has 
I. Ne, the rat ; 2. Us, the cow or oxi ; 3. Tora, 
the tiger. Figasi, the east, contains 1. U, the 
hare ; 2* Tats, the dragon ; and 3. Mi, the ser- 
pent. Mirrami, the south, is subdivided into 
l.Uma, the horse; 2. Fitusi, the sheep; and 3, 
Saru, the ape. Nis, or the west points, are 1. 
Ton, the hen ; 2. Inu, the dog; and 3. I, the 
wild boar. 

Having at last weighed with a fair wind, they 
proceeded to Dsino Kameru, where they ag^ 
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clnspped tlncl10^^ and ult around thciu Fir ' >, 
wf vuriotis sizes. Whcrev^cr Ihty sl< 
Japanese were anxiousi to get on shtji e, 

Ckuiilint!!!* h Ihcir toiiHititit objctt ; ul j ::_usl 
every hoti»c is furDished witb a bath ; buU «l 
the pcior frequently wac the ^anic wtttcr wtil)DI|l 
ch^Tii^iug^, it exposes them to catch ihetteltjittBd 
othei* coiilaf^ittus disottJcrs, 

M* Thuiilicvg observes, Oiat in silmcnt efcty 
Tillage there is a sthoo!, vliere xhr^ .m^ j-.... .,-., 
livrt^'ht, and that the disci pFme to v 
siiVijrrtcd is extremely* modemte* i ncv ^n 
clont 1 ebid^ed, and hfirdly tver beaten* In 
t: ^ s they muke a horrid Vdcifcr&tion* bf 

J il ai t>Dcc* 

i'roLgctling on thdr voyuge, they ; " r-t 
sail for Fiogo^ xvherc they arrived aJ a- 

^reeable and dangerotis passage of iv^tnty-ftlx 
days- Fiogo is Bituated about ten leagues ftxftn 
Osaka, directly opposite to it in the same 1 
The bason hernia foiTiierly open to the ^^: i , 
was reckoned >' s for vessels till the Em- 

pt.'ror Feki, m ucnse ex pence, and wUh 

the loss of tiianv lives, eanscd a dam to bt 
to the ^.ijiiUr.vanf of Urt- harbour, in order i 
y cnt I u i n ^ into it. Siw 

YesSL^i- L :-.... . ,._,, c hither, I V"*f'"-h ti^ 

ter is too shoal for any saTc Jap. l;. 

Oathc 8th of April, they set uu. a 
by land, and after dining tlserc tliey u 
Kaosaki, near a large river^ winch the} i \i 

boats, in their -way to O-iaka, Here ■ --c 

extremely well lodged and eiu 
shortly after their arrival, the 8 
lK>liday dt^ssj with a joyful facej and most 



THUNBERG'S TRAVELS. 22lf 

itpecdul demeanour, came to congratulate the 
embassy on their safe arrival, after such a long 
and dangerous navigation. A servant followed 
him, who produced, as usual, a small square 
table with a present, which was likewise decorat- 
ed in the most suped) manner. This present 
consisted of several oranges, of two varieties, on 
the top of which was laid a folded paper, neatly- 
tied up, while round the sides were laid several 
square pieces of fucus, or sea»weed. All this is 
according to etiquette ; and is a demonstration 
(^the highest respect for the travelling stranger. 

Here they took leave of their captain, who had 
conducted them safe to Fiogo, and afterwards 
attended them hither. They made hiqi, and 
those to whom they had been indebted for ser- 
vices and assistance by the way, suitable pre- 
sents, and parted good friends. 

Osaka is one of the five imperial towns, which 
belong to the secular emperor ; and from its lo- 
cal advantages, it carries on a very extensive 
. trade. Almost in the center of the country, and 
not very distant from the sea-coast, it has vast 
supplies of every article of manufacture and na- 
tive produce, which are diffused over other parts 
of the empire. Provisions are extremely cheap ; 
and the most wealthy merchants and artisans 
have establised themselves here. 

The river Jedogawa washes the town, and by 
means of different canals, cut from it, refreshes 
all the principal streets. The citadel is of very 
^great extent, and for Japan, uncommonly strong. 
Across the river are many fine bridges of cedar, 
which preserve a communication with the dif- 
ferent parts of the town. In ft word, Osaka i» 
V 2 
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the finest and most pleasant place in Japan'; 
where there is an incessant round of amusement 
to divert the gay, and the show and glitter dT 
opulence to engage the eye. 

They next proceeded to Miaco, for which they 
set out by torch light^on the morning of the 9th 
of April ; and after passing through sereral in* 
ferior places, they arrived at Fusimi, which^ 
though only reputed a village, is nearly three 
leagues long, and reaches quite to the imperial 
capital, Miaco, of which it may be oonsidered as 
the suburb. 

M. Thunberg was delighted with the country 
through which he had lately passed. £x(%pt 
in Holland, he never saw such a fertile, popo» 
lous, or well cultivated track. Village succeed- 
ed village in endless continuity ; and here, ^r 
the first time, they saw several carts driving 
along the road ; and, indeed, these are the only 
wheel carriages used in Miaco. These carts 
are long and narrow, with three wheels, each 
formed of one entire piece of wood, and were 
all drawn by oxen. 

Near the river Miacos were a number of peli-> 
cans, which built their nests in pine trees all along 
the roa^U as had the ducks and other wild fowl ; 
for so highly was the soil cultivated, that even 
the banks of the river were not left free for the 
birds to build on. 

Our traveller had flattered himself, with en 
abundant harvest of botanical curiosities in this 
expedition ; but he was never more disappoint- 
ed. In most of the fields which were now 
sowed, he could not discover the least trace of 
weeds^ nor even throughout whole provinces....* 
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Nxrt biit thef are natutaHy as pleDtiful in Japan 
jas elsewhere; did not the industry of the hus^ 
ImndmaB rid the soil of them so diligently, that 
even the sharp sighted botanist can scarcely 
glean any uncommon plant in their well culti- 
vated fields. 

As there are no fences here, the seed is^owa 
.cm small beds, about a foot wide, separated by a 
forrow of the same extent ; and after the corn 
Is grown up to the height of twelve inches, earth 
is taken out of the trench, and carefully 1^ 
about the borders, to furnish nourishment and 
inanure to the com. 

. In consequence of so laborious an operation, 
the com fields exactly resemble cabbage beds, 
whiph, on the heights make an enchanting^ 
appearance, particularly where rice is culti- 
vated, which is watered in the most ingenious 
manner. 

.; Many fields were sown with East Indian kale, 
,-the brassica orientalis, which appeared this sea- 
9on gilded with yellow flowers, glistening at a 
great distance. The seeds of this kind of kale, 
ealled natanni, are commonly pressed ; and the 
•oil extracted from them is used all over the coun^ 
try for burning in lamps. 

In the town of Miaco the embassy was lodged 
in the upper story, which is not customary in 
other places, and here they continued four days. 
During this space they had an audience of the 
chief justice and the two governors of the town, 
who were complimented with presehts, and in 
return treated their visiters with tea, tobacco, and 
sweetmeats. The chief justice is almost the only 
msifi at tlie Dairi's, or ecclesiastical empenir'« 
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the coui'U He ulso j^mril^ pu^^^c■» ICJ '. » 

whh l*j travel further yp the counti^ II ii ;- 
cuUr cmpenjr*s covutp 

The Di*iri/8 palacu tbrms a quarter uf Mi-^n** 
and i% iturmuTidccl with a stone wall and ti • i 
ivithm which mcJosiire live the Dmri. *^^- 
cublac^t atlctidan Is, and priests* H^^rc i f 

pkasure liesi here be passes his whnh rl 

if at any lime he takes a walk in his g"ai -i 

made known by signst that no ont. nm\ ' ; 

this quondam ruler of the country, iio^ 
cd iiito lis pope J but still regaitlcd uiiii 
fenerations thiiL no man must behold hrm. ' 
mg the time they continued here, hh ' 
wus pleased once to inhale the pure ,r 
doors, when a signal was given from the wall oi 
the caatle. 

Though Kubo, the temporal ii : r 
messed the greatest power, as beSn . 
Ishtnioof the army* still > bow ever, the gix 
liotioursi were left to the Dairi* 

Miaco i& not only the most amtient ca| 
but tilwi the largest commcreial town in ib« 
pire» an advantage for whkh U is lUflebtcd i 
central ssitoaUon. It stand* on a level j: 
about foiir leagues in len^^th, and half a kn 
in breadth. Here are csiablUhed mnuv bi 
fijl mannfuclures in velvets and gjl 
gold und f^ilver, and in most kintJ 
Here the coin i* struck and staj- 
celebrated Japanese topper smelted, J. ij 

t o at iufac lured. Here too all kinds of I 
arc cneotn-aged and stipp<?ried> asu^n !'>;♦.. 
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demy^ and all the books published in the empire 
z^ printed here* 

After bespeaking several curiosities of the 
merchants who were permitted to visit them, on 
the 14th of April they resumed their journey, 
9nd dined at Oits, a town seated on a lake of the 
same name, near forty Japanese miles in length. 
All the ancient histories relate, that this lake 
was. formed in one night by an earthquake, in 
ivhich this whole track of country sank, and was 
instantly covered with water. 
, This lake is of great utility to the adjacent 
country, by promoting a commercial intercourse, 
ji^hich is carried on to a considerable extent all 
along its banks. It is likewise remarkable for con- 
tftining salmon, so very rarely found in the East 
Indies, and particularly in fresh water, as this is. 
Scnne of these, which they had an oppoitunity 
of seeing and tasting, weighed ten pounds, and 
were very delicious. 

In the afternoon they continued their journey 
to Tsetta^ where they crossed a river by a mag- 
nificent bridge, three hundred and fifty paces 
long* In the evening they took up their lodg- 
ings at a village called Kusats. 

Next morning, they travelled through a suc- 
cession of towns and villages for a great space, in 
a rich and fertile district, called Omi. They 
dined at Minakuts, and here, as well as in ma- 
ny other places, the sick persons from the adja- . 
cent parts came to consult the Dutch physician 
relative to their chronic complaints. These disor- 
ders were frequently large indurated glands in 
the neck, and ulcers which had generally taken 
deep root in tlie habit. 
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Uy a vile custoni n] 

die street; and StiVinjr me r 

for the sake of manurtj tht ] 

wm almost intoleraf>le ; nur 

BufTicit^tii to coiimtTiict it. T 

sQcb a rocphitic v, 

eyes of the natives 

from hdhiu be proof aguuit,t it j . 

fered from their avtT strained <?ct's. 
pmba' . 

..\ ^ i ID ^^l^h the ahnr^. 

Jluch they tuliu^vt^d tthiii>H all the wav ^o ^ 
fcrdmg TTxuny large Jind dan^-eruus' ^.'< 
^i^hcre brirlgcB could not be built, on i f 

the mrcni^ in tlie rainy sta^n, ita^J a^ ,.a Ui.ii, 
from the sea. 

Id their way to Kwana they were a-^ :* * ' r 
the nimdkant importiinitigs of thjtie i 
followed them for several hours, r. ■ 
gbg, thoygJi at first they liati rt^ 
of silvtT fmm «;uch* They tvcn 
ters of prItfstH, or monks, In t 
ed Jaatwabos, and that ihiilr cru.. 
alms, out of which tbcy paid a 
temple of Unu 

Ky/mn h u Urg^ and fortifi^ town, 
tal of the province of Owm'U Here th t , 

in a handsome and commoclbtis iurj^ i . . , , , 
ha»i iwo forts, and is surrounded wiili walia &iid 
ditches- 

On the 17th, they embyrked in a ' 
vessd and crossed the bay Qf Mia, whiUi ,^ :_ . 
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kdned seven leagues broad. No naldgation could 
be more singular than this* When they Bp- 
proached the harbour of Mia, the water became 
so shallow, that they were obliged to get on 
board several small boats, which, before they ' 
could get up to the town, were pushed over the 
nitid by persons who stripped themselves for that 
purpose ; so that they might be said to sail ra-* 
thcr by land than by water. 

Mia has neither walls nor forts, but is extreme- 
ly populous and commercial, notwithstanding the 
shallowness of its harbour. The central street 
is of vast length, and lines a river as far as th6 
town of Nagaja, which may be considered as its 
fortress. 

^Passing through various towns and villages, 
and crossing a bridge at Mikawa, no less than 
one hundred and fifty-eight fathoms long, and 
reckoned the most extensive in the empire, they 
came to Josida, where they spent the night. In 
this day's march the country appeared more 
picturesque than it had done for some time be- 
fore, being varied with mountains, plains, and 
valHes, every where well cultivated. In this 
month the rice was transplanted from the seed- 
beds, a task generally allotted to the women, who 
on this occasion, wade half leg deep in water 
and mud. 

Our botanist found the fucus saccharinus 
thrown oh the shore in these parts. It was of 
considerable length and breadth, and, when dried 
and cleaned, is used by the Japanese in a variety 
of ways ; and is indeed so much valued, that it 
forms a part of their most festive entertainments, 
and is considered as enhancing thek customar]^ 
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presents. Here too they saw the natives extract- 
ing oil for their lamps from the dryandra corcbta* 

Travellers wear out their shoes in this country 
very fast, and as easily replace them. They are 
made of plaited rice straw, and are sold at a very 
low rate in every village, even the most incon- 
siderable. Hence shoemaking forms the em- 
ployment of numerous hands. Even the horses 
are shod with straw instead of iron. They are 
tied above the hoof with strings of the same ma- 
terials ; and in slippery roads are extremely con- 
yenient, though they cannot be reckoned very 
durable. 

Numbers of almond, peach, and apricot trees, 
now in blossom, enchanted the eye, the smell, 
and made a glorious appearance witli their snow> 
white petals at a considerable distance. Various 
other fruits likewise enriched the scene near 
towns and villages. 

Next day they arrived at Arraij, situated on 
the borders of a large bay, which, to appearance, 
forms one of the best and safest harbours in the 
universe, and if fortified in the European manner, 
would be absolutely impregnable. Here the 
merrhandise and baggage of every traveller are 
searc*. d by persons appointed by the emperor, 
who are very strict in examining that neither 
women nor arms are introduced, by which the 
tranquility of the country might be interrupted. 

On the 20th of April, after passing several 
towns, they reached the river Oygawa, one of 
the largest and most dangerous in the whole 
country. It is extremely rapid, and liable to be 
swollen with rains, which devolve large stones 
into its bed from the mountains. Neither bridges 

•/ 
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. lior boats can be used here, and travellers are 
carried across the stream by persons acquainted 
with the depth, and who are answerable with 
their Uves for any sinister accident that may hap- 
pen. They are paid according to the height of 
the water, and the danger they have to incur* 

Being conducted safe over, though their situ- 
ation appeai'ed very alarming, they halted at 
the village of Simada for two days, to refresh 
themselves. After they resumed their journey, 
they met with nothing remarkable till the moun- 
tains of Ferra appeared on the 24th, over which 
they were to pass, and again quit the sea-shore. 
. The country here abounded in pines and other 
sorts of wood. At Josiwara, they were pretty 
near to the mountain of Fusi, which is. so high, 
that its top is covered with perpetual snow that 
glistens far above the clouds. The Japanese com- 
pute its ascent at six leagues : it is somewhat, 
of a conical figure. The natives, when prompt- 
ed by curiosity to ascend this peak, generally 
allot three days for the purpose. They believe 
it is the residence of the god of winds. 

The following day, their route, which was very 
fatiguing and troublesome, lay over the Fakonie 
mountains. It took up the whole morning to 
reach their top, and the remainder of the day to 
descend. In this passage, as an ample field for 
botanical researches presented itself, M. Thun- 
berg was very little in hisnorimon. He was not 
allowed, indeed, to depart far from the road, but 
being accustomed to the steep .mountains in 
Africa, he frequently got to a considerable dis- 
tance before his panting and anxious followers 
could overtake him. 

v. P, X 
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Otie of the largest and most beautiful trees 
that he saw here, was the superb and incompar. 
able thuja dolabrata, the most beautiful of all the 
Er-leaved trees. Here too he found a shrub to 
which he gave the name of lindera. The wood 
of this is so soft, that the Japanese make tooth 
brushes of iU 

The northern and mountamous parts of Japan 
being very cold, he also found here several gene- 
ra of trees and shrubs indigenous to Europe, 
though, in general, they were of a new specie*. 
Thus he discovered two or three kmd& of oaks, 
a few viburna, and some trees of the maple ge- 
nus, with a vrild sort of Japanese pear. 

That beautiful plant, the gardenia florida, sel- 
dom to be met with in other places, in this track, 
was used by the principal persons for making 
hedges round their dwellings. The seed vessels 
are sold in the shops, and used for dyeing 

yellow. , , , r 

The village of Fakonie lies on the borders of 
a lake environed by mountains. This piece of 
water, which is about a league long, and three 
quarters of a league in breadth, likewise pro- 
duces salmon, and was said to have been pro- 
duced by an earthquake, a phenomenon not un- 
usual in Japan. 

Cedars, the cupressus Japonica, grow plenti- 
fully in this district. They are extremely beau- 
tiful, tall, straight, and useful for a variety of 
purposes ; as the wood is uncommonly durable, 
in any situation to which it can be applied. 

Leaving this romantic spot, in their descent 

down the mountain, they saw many pretty ar- 

. tificial cascades and aqueducts from the lake, 
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made by the inhabitants for the coiiiirenience of 
watering their lands. Soon after they came to 
the second imperial guard on this road, by which . 
they were narrowly searched, in presence of the 
sitting imperial commissioners. 

The situation of the country is such, that those 
who pursue this route to Jedo, must pass over 
Mount Fakonie, and come to this pass, which 
is guarded and shut up with gates. It therefore 
answers the purpose of a frontier to the northern 
part of tJie country and the capital. Here, tra- , 
vellers must exhibit their passports, or submit 
to be detained. 

On the 27th, they were within ten leagues of 
Jedo, and their route lay through a well-peopled, 
beautiful country, where the villages almost 
touched each other. At last they arrived at Si- 
nagava, which, with Takanava, form two sub- 
uri?s to the imperial residence of Jedo. After 
refreshing themselves at the former, which com- 
mands a most enchanting view of this mighty • 
city, they proceeded on their way ; and began 
to be attended by shoals of people, allured by cu- 
riosity to see men that came from such a remote 
quarter of the globe. 

Having passed over Niponbas, a bridge of 
great magnificence, from which all the roads in 
the kingdom are measured, they were carried 
with a slow and silent pace for a full hour along 
a large and broad street, before they arrived at 
the destined inn. Their first entrance into this 
hotel did not promise any thing very great or 
elegant ; but being shewn up stairs, they found 
their apartments tolerably neat, though not such 
fts might have been expected for an embassy^ 
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fix>m so distant a part of the world. A large 
apartment formed their antichamber, drawii^g- 
room, and dining-room. The ambassador had 
an apartment to himself ; and the secretary and 
M. Thiinberg, another, partitioned off on occa- 
sion, from his excellency's. The view was to- 
wards a narrow street, which was generally 
crowded with people, anxious to have a sight of 
the strangers. 

Thus they finished their long journey with 
health and pleasure, and were now settled in 
Jedo, in the remotest corner of tlie east. 

In their way they had an opportunity of seeing^ 
the style in which the princes of the country 
make their annual journey to the imperial court. 
Their retinue is splendid or mean, in proportion 
to their rank ; but they all affect as much conse- 
quence as they can support on this solemn occa- 
sion. The train of some of the chief princes 
consisted of more than one thousand men..... 
Their coats of arms, and other insignia, were 
always carried before their norimons, in whicli 
they travelled with great state, order, and mag- 
nificence. A beautiful led horse or two, gene- 
nerally preceded them ; and some had one or 
more falcons trained to the sport, carried on their 
arm. Wherever they passed, a profound silence 
was observed ; and people on the road fell pros- 
trate on the ground to mark their respect. 

When these grandees passed the embassy, in 
general the curtain of their norimon was down ; 
some of them, however, had the politeness to 
draw it up, and even to bow to them. 

On the frontiers of every province, through 
which the Europeans had passed, they were re- 
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ccived and complimented ; but though they fre- 
quently lodged in the towns where the princes 
h^id fixed their residence, they neither visited 
them nor were visited by them. It is the policy 
of the court to prevent, as far as possible, any 
intercourse between the Dutch and the natives. 
One evening, however, when the embassy had 
taken up its quarters for the night at an inn on 
the road, a prince came incognito to see them, 
attended by only two of his gentlemen, and staid 
till a late hour ; conversing on a variety of topics. 
He seemed an intelligent and inquisitive person, 
and behaved in a very friendly and engaging 
manner. 

In this journey to Jedo, the embassy had pass- 
ed through fourteen provinces, besides coasting 
eight more, during that part of their expedition 
which they made by sea. 

Though they were not suffered to go abroad 
before an audience, nor to be visited without a 
special permission from the court, no sooner were 
they arrived at Jedo, than numbers flocked to . 
see them. The great, the learned, were among 
their first visitors, and afterwards the merchants 
and artisans. 

Among their earliest friends were five physi- 
cians and two astronomers, who in a very cere- 
monious manner came to congratulate them on 
their amval. They were received by the whole 
embassy ; but in a short time finding M. Thun- 
berg best travelled in the extensive fields of sci- 
ence, they attached themspives principally to 
him, and engaged him in oonvei^ation. The 
astronomers were both elderly and sedate men. 
Their questions chiefly regarded eclipses, which 
x2 *' 
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it appeared they were incapable of calculatin*^. 
with mathematical exactitude ; but our author 
being less versed in this sublime science than he 
could have wished, and conversing entirely 
through the medium of interpreters, it of^n 
happened that they did not clearly understand 
each other* 

With the physicians he was more in his de- 
ment, particularly as two of them understood a 
little Dutch, and the interpreters were not quite 
ignorant of the healing art. The senior physi* 
cian took the lead in discourse. After the first 
interview, two of the younger doctors visited M# 
Thunberg without ceremony every day, and fre* 
quently staid till late at night, eager to obtain 
knowledge in the sciences for which they had a 
predilection. One of them was the emperor's 
body physician ; he was young, good^atured^ 
acute, and lively. The other was likewise first 
physician to one of the highest princes of the 
country. The latter spoke Dutch tolerably well, 
and had some knowledge of natui-al history in its 
various branches, collected chiefly from Dutch 
books- and physicians. Both were inexpressibly 
insinuating and fond of learning ; and finding 
that Ivl. I'hunberg possessed more knowledge 
than the Dutch doctors who had formerly visited 
the metropolis, who indeed were little better 
than farriers, they conceived a very high opinion 
of him, which was increased by the report that 
had preceded him, of a learned Dutch doctcNr 
being expected that year. 

With these persons our traveller spent his 
time very agreeably, giving and receiving know- 
ledge ; and tliey frequently brought him, either 
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as presents or for his inspection, small collections 
of drugs, minerals, and plants^ of which they 
gave the indigenous namt;s ; M'hile he commu- 
nicated to them in return, the Latin and Dutch 
appellations. They possessed a few antiquated 
books on botany and surgery, which they had 
purchased of the Dutch. M. Thunberg in- 
creased their collection by selling them some ra- 
^er more modern. 

• The houses in Jedo, as in other towns of this 
empire, are generally two stories high, the up- 
permost of whiph is seldom occupied, and are 
covered with tiles. As fires are very frequent 
and alarming, so the utmost vigilance is used to 
lessen or prevent the danger. One watch is kept 
in Jedo, to announce the hour, and another ex* 
pressly for the prevention of fires. Yet with all 
their care, several fires broke out while the em- 
bassy continued here ; but they were extinguish- 
ed before they had risen to any height. They 
likewise felt sevei*al shocks of an eaithquake> 
though they were not very severe. 
• Being valued and honoured by the literati, our 
traveller found an opportunity of purchasing 
some beautiful botanical works, and other pub- 
lications of the country. He met also with one 
bearing date 1597, which had this notifica- 
tion, in Collegio Japonico Societatis Jesu. But 
the most curious book that fell into his hands^ 
was, a publication on the subject of the Japanese 
fishes, with coloured figures of them ; which he 
says was the most elegant specimen of the arts 
ever exhibited in Japan, and which deserves sin- 
gular commendation even from Europeans* 
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A kind of thick paper, of a brovmish coloiir> 
with several single darkish streaks on it, was sold 
as a great rarity. Several pieces more than a 
foot square were sometimes neatly pasted toge- 
ther, and were said to be worn by the elderly 
people as night-gowns, while the young were 
absolutely forbidden to use them. It is difficult 
to determine on what principle such a dress was 
employed, as they are in no want of far more 
valuable and durable articles of clothing. 

The Japanese eat thrice a day, and their gene- 
ral fare is miso-soup boiled with, fish and onions. 
Candles made here are formed of an oil pressed 
from the seeds of the rhus succedanea. This oil, 
when concrete, becomes of the consistence of 
tallow. The province of Jetsigo more particular- 
ly produces this tree. Among the presents which 
the prince of that country makes to the imperial 
court, are one hundred candles about a foot long, 
and as thick as a man's arm, with a wick in pro- 
portion. These gala candles are only used at 
two grand festivals in the year; on other occa- 
sions, lamps are lighted both at court and in the 
country. 

The 18th of May was fixed for the day of 
audience. On the moniing of that day they 
dressed in their best apparel of costly silks, in- 
terlaced with silver and gold. They wore a 
sword on this occasion, and a large black silk 
cloak. The presents to the emperor and the 
other grandees had been previously forwarded, 
and were arranged in the hall of audience. 

They were carried a considerable way in their 
norimons, before they arrived at the imperial pa- 
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lac^5 "which is surrounded by fosses, stone-walls, 
and draw -bridges, and of itself is said to be five 
leaj^ues in circumference. In the exterior cita- 
del, which was the largest of all, were several 
handsome streets of spacious houses, belonging 
to the princes of the country, the privy couUt 
aellors, and other officers of state. 

The first gate they entered had a pretty strong 
guard, but the second gate was said to be guard- 
ed by no less than one thousand men daily. Af- 
ter passing this, they quitted their vehicles, and 
w^aited some time before they were sufiered to 
advance any farther. At last leave was given, 
and they passed through a long line of warriors, 
quite up to the imperial residence. 

The emperor's private palace was situated on 
an eminence ; and though it was only* one story 
high, it was considerably more elevated than any 
other building, and occupied a large space of 
ground. Being conducted into an antichamber, 
they again waited for at least an hour ; numbers 
of the grandees taking a view of them, and some, 
prompted by curiosity, entering into conversation 
with ihem. 

At last the instant arrivec) when the ambassa- 
dor was to have his audience. He was received 
in the royal presence, while the rest remained 
wh^re they were till his return. After the am- 
bassador rejoined them, they were still detained 
a long time in the antichamber, receiving the 
visits of different courtiers, and answering a 
number of questions proposed to them. A deep 
silence prevailed when the princes came for- 
ward ; and it was said that among them was hia 
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imperial majesty in disguise, that he might llBVe 
«. nearer view of the strangers. 

The emperor at that time was named MrwA- 
MOTO no Je Faru Koo^ or Je Faru, Without the 
usual additions. He had also other titles grants 
cd him by the Dairi. He was of a middle size, 
hale constitution, and above forty years of age. 
The hereditary prince, named Je Moto, was 
said to be about twelve years old. 

The visits being ended, they had permission 
to see several rooms in the pal are, particularly 
that in which audience was given. The ambas- 
sador was conducted along a ;)asfiage to the hM 
of audience, which opened by a sliding door, and 
consisted in a manner of three rooms, each a 
step higher than the other, and about thirty paces 
long in the whole* 

The emperor, as Ivf . Tfiimberg was informed 
. stood during the aiKiiencc m the most interior- 
part of the room., ^vith the hereditary prince oti 
his right hand, while the ambassador was^ at the 
other end of the r.^artment. To the right of 
this room cxtcn^ied a saloon, six hundred feet 
long and three r.undred broad, and covered with 
one hundred mats, where the most dignified mea 
of the empire, privy counsellors, and princes 
take their seats, according to their rank and digj- 
fiity. 

The ceremony of audience is very short. As 
«oon as the ambassador enters the room, he falls 
on his knees, lays his hand on the mat, and bows 
his head towards it, the usual mode in which 
the Japanese make their obeisance. This beiiig 
4one, he rises and is conducted back by the ss^mQ 
vay he wentn 
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ifhe apartments which they visited were desti- 
tute of furniture* The floors, however, were 
covered with large and very fine white straw 
matS) and the cornices and doors were hand- 
somely lackered and gik. 

They were afterwards conducted to the palace 
of the hereditary prince, which was united to 
the imperial apartments by a bridge ; and were 
complimented in the prince's name, and then 
shewn to tlieir norimons. 

The day was already far advanced, and they 
began to want some refreshment, nevertheless 
they were obliged to pay visits to all the privy 
counsellors, consisting oS six ordinary, and six 
extraordinary, all at their respective houses..*. 
Each visit lasted about half an hour, and here 
they were entertained with tea, tobacco, and 
pastry* The latter they did not touch, but it 
was carried home by the prudent care of their 
^interpreters. 

. On the subsequent day they paid their i*espects 
to the temple lords, as they are called, the two 
governors of the town, and the two commissa- 
ries for strangers. 

On the 23d, they had their audience of leave 
of the emperor and the hereditary prince. This 
was given in a very summary manner, and only 
before the lords of council appointed for that 
purpose. The following days were spent in giv- 
ing and receiving presents, and in making pre- 
parations for their departure. At the audience 
of leave, a certain number of night-gowns, of 
the finest Japanese silk, intended for th^Dutch 
East India Company, were delivered ; but the 
presents destined for the embassy, were sent to 
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the inn. Of the govi^ns, the ambas^adbr reta^ed 
four for himself, and gave two a piece to his 
secretary and physician. ; 

By the instructions our traveller's two. favou* 
.rite medical pupils had received, they were now 
advanced so faj' in the knowledge of the Euro- 
pean practice of physic, as to be able to cure 
several patients by following its principles. .^ 
^ About this time, M. Thunberg himself was ask- 
ed his advice respecting spme patient of great 
rank at the impenal court; but when .he mad^ 
enquiries as to. age aiul sex, they affected great 
secrecy, and consequently it was not in his pow- 
er to prescribe to his satisfaction. However, by- 
means of the interpreters, and of his medical 
.pupils, who had made most advances in physic, 
he at length ventured on a remedy, and his il- 
lustrious patient was soon restored to health. 

So little are people of distinction in this coun-; 
try seen by strangers, and the personages com- 
posing the imperial family so little known, that 
there are very few people in the empire, wjio 
even know the emperor's name before his death. 

M. Thunberg had brought a quantity of corror 
sive sublimate with him^ and was anxious to 
introduce it in the cure of one of the most loath- 
some and disgraceful complaints to which man- 
kind is subject. At first he was fearful of 
trusting his pupils with, it ; but when he was 
satisfied that they understood how to use it ju- 
diciously, he gave them liberty to try tliis efH- 
cacious remedy, which soon had such effects in 
syphiHiic complaints, that they were rather in- 
clined to consider them as miracles than as the 
natural operation of medicines. 
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- indeed, the medical knowledge of the Japa- 
nese is very limited* They have no idea of 
anatomy or of the circulation of the blood ; and 
though they always spend much time in feeling* 
the pulse of both arms, they seldom practises 
Tenesection* Our traveller, however, besides 
intrusting them with the administimtion of some 
efficacious medicines, made his beloved pupils a^ 
Resent of lancets, and other chirurgical instriK 
ments, which he thought might be beneficial to 
Uiem and to mankind. 

Before his departure, they requested a certi« 
ficate of the proficiency they had made under 
his instructions ; and when they obtained it, they 
seemed to feel as much piide as a new-made 
doctor. Indeed, our traveller obtained their love ' 
and friendship to such a degree, that they lar 
mented his approaching departm^e with the sin*^ 
cerest regret ; and have since kept up a friendly 
intercourse with . him by letters ; and presents 
inutually acceptable have passed on both sides^ 
^m one extremity of the earth to the other. 
• As the city of Jedo was very large, so it was 
also proportionally populous, on account of the 
infinite number of strangers that flock to it fix)m 
all parts of the country. Towards the streets 
there are always either work-shops, or ordinary^ 
sale-shops. These, for the most part are screen- 
ed from the view of passengers in the street, byj 
a cloth, so that the artisans cannot be seen ; but 
the sale-shops exhibit patterns of the commodi- 
ties they deal in. 

The pt incipal streets, through which they had 
an opportunity of passing, were very long and 
broad, and made a handsome appearance. As 
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tbere are neither Uiroiies> jewels^ nor other pata^ 
fihamalia of 9tate to distinguish the princes froiki 
the people^ they have adopted the expedient of 
exhibiting themselves on festive occasions and oh 
joumiesy according to their situation in life> and 
the dignity of their respective offices. But as the 
beat preservative against familiarity, which al« 
ways lessens the reverence due to rank) they keep 
themselves in a great measure concealed Iroz^ 
vulgar eyes. 

The departure of the embassy from Jedo was 
finally fixed for the 25th of May, as the 30th waf 
appointed hy the reigning secular emperor, for 
his setting out on a journey to the temple of Nir 
ko, which stands in a very large plain, thirty •six 
leagues to the east of ledo, and which was to be 
the scene of much festivity* This journey h^ 
been in agitation for three years ; and many pre- 
parations had been made for it, though it had 
been delayed from year to year. Now, however^ 
it seemed determined that it should take places 
for. at their departure, they saw several large paiv 
ties, which formed the van of the emperor's pror 
ee«uon. In the train of the innumerable mul- 
titude that was to accompany the Kubo, were, to 
be^ as the interpreters infonned them, several old 
men, beggars, executioners, and even coffins, that 
nothing might be wanting which occasion might 
require. 

They set out in the morning of the 3Sth, oa 
their return from the cs^ital to Nagasaki; and 
pursued nearly the same route as before, gen&* 
rally halting at the same inns to dine, sleep, or 
refresh themselves. Consequently, they saw few 
new objects; but having rather more libertjr 
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j^ven thtfti than in their pt^grem tbwards th^ 
capital^ they made more particular obsbrvations 
oh some places through which they passed. 

Having reached Miaco bn the l^th of June, 
they were introduced to the grand nfiarshal of the 
Dairi's court, who interchanged phesents with 
them. In the afternoon of that day, M. Thun- 
berg had a priyate visit from the ecclesiastical 
emperor's body physician, who brought with him 
several herbs just gathered, the virtues of which 
he was desih)U8 to ascertain. They converse 
by an interpreter ; but when he found that our 
traveller was capable of writing down the name 
of a plant in Japanese characters, he was not a 
little surprised. 

They had now permission to visit some of the 
principal temples of this citj^,* which generally 
9tand in such situations a^ may command the 
inost delightful prospects. Of all these religious 
structures^ which are numerous here,* that df 
Diabud is not only die largest^ but the most ret- 
tnarkaible. This temple stamls .on nmety>six 
pillars, and has seteral lofty, but narrow, err- 
traiices. The body of this pile consists as it 
were of two stories, which run into each other, 
and consequently have a double roof ^ the upper* 
tnost of which is supported by painted pittats 
'about two yards in diameter. 

The image of the idol Diabud, which stood in 
the middle of the temple, was, on account of its 
enormous size, enough to strike any spectator 
with terror and awe. This imag^ was in a sit- 
ting posture, and raised about two yards from this 
ground, with its legs placed before it, in the In- 
dtait mt(hn^n The ears w^re pendulpus) ^ 
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toir was short and curling, the shoulders .were 
^aked, the body was covered with a wrapper, tlxc 
right arm elevated, and the left laid edgeways 
against the belly. So enormous was the mag- 
nitude of this symbolical representation of the 
greatness of the deity, that six men might sit on 
the palm of its hand. This idol, as well as the 
kect that worships it, derive their origin, from 
India, at some very remote period. 
. Our traveller's astonishment, at the contem- 
>plation of this enormous statue, had not yet 
ceased, when he was carried to another temple, 
nearly as majestic and worthy of admiration. 
This was dedicated to Qvanwon^ and his image, 
together with his dii minores, to the number as 
it was said, of thirty-three thousand three him- 
dred and thirty three, are arranged in twelve 
rows within its walls. These are of different 
magnitudes, and are placed according to their 
height, the smallest being in front> so that they 
may be all seen at one view. 

They spent two days at Osaka, and. had more 
pleasure and amusement at this place than du- 
ring the whole of the journey besides ; for here 
they had several times an opportunity of viewing 
thertown in their norimons, and of attending plays, 
dances, and other festivities. . The subject of 
their plays was generally some love adventure 
or heroic deed. The dancing was chiefly per- 
formed by children, and consisted principally in 
gesticulation. 

But what M- Thunberg valued most, he had 
here an opportunity of viewing some curious 
and rare plants, some of which he purchased, 
narticularly two specimens of the Caycas re- 
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^ voluta, a kind of palm, as scarce as s valu- 
able, and difficult to be procured. Here, like- 
ti^ise, he procured a quantity of Moxa, of two 
kinds, both of which are prepared from the" 
woolly down of the Artemisia vulgaris, or com- 
mon wormwood. In all the oriental regions, this 
is reckoned a specific, or universal medicine ; but 
its best effects are seen ia colds and rheumatisms. 
That part of their expedition which was to be 
performed by sea, on this occasion, was quick and 
prosperous ; and on Midsummer-day, in the 
morning, they set out from Kokura on their way 
to Nagasaki*. 

In this journey they had frequent opportuni- 
ties of witnessing one of the finest spectacles in 
nature in a summer's evening. At this season, 
myriads of the Lampyris Japonica filled the air, 
or skimmed along the ground. This is an in- 

. sect that has two bladders near its tail, which 

' diffuse a bluish phosphonc light; and as it is a 
denizen of the sky, the whole horizon, in fine 

* weather, seemed to be illuminated by innume- 
srous glittering stars. 

Before they entered Nagasaki, they were 
Searched for prohibited goods ; and our traveller 
was obliged to use all his ingenuity in saving 
the scarce coins and maps of the country, he 
had with so much difficulty procured. However, 
he came off safe ; and on the 30th of June, they 
arrived at the factory, and were received with 
great joy by their friends, who began to gix)w 
anxious about their delay. 

The empire in Japan consists of three large, 
and many small islands. It extends from the 30th 
to the 41st deg. of north latitude, and from the 
Y 2 
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1 43d to the 1 6 1st degree of east longitude, froiki 
the meridian of Teneriffe. 

Though most of the European nations call 
this country Japan, the inhabitants give it th« 
name of Nipon. The face of this empire is 
much diversified with mountains, hills, and Tal- 
lies ; nor is there much champaign to be seen.... 
The coasts are environed by mountains, rocks, 
and a boisterous sea. The greatest part of its 
harbours are entirely unknown to the Europe-* 
ans ; and such as they have any acquaintance 
with, are generally full of rocks, shoals, sand, or 
mud; so that they are extremely dangerous and 
unsafe. 

Several of the mountains are volcanoes ; many 
are clothed with wood, and othera again are cul- 
tivated up to the very top. In the vallies and 
plains the soil differs in different places; but 
most commonly it consists of clay or sand, inter- 
mixed with a small portion of mould. 

In general, it may be asserted that the soil of 
Japan is naturally steril ; but in consequence of 
the infinite pains that are taken to improve it, 
and the advantages of its climate, it is I'endered 
sufficiently fertile, and produces abundant crops* 
The summer heats are veiy intense, and would 
be insupportable, if the air was not cooled by the 
winds from the sea. In like manner, the winter 
cold is extremely severe, when the wind blows 
from the north and north-east, piercing the body 
like arrows of ice. 

Rains are very frequent, and to them may be 
in a great measure ascribed the fertility of the 
soil. Thunder is not unfrequent, and tempests. 



Inimcaftes and earthquakes, are reckoned conir 
mon visitations. 

The greatest degree of heat our traveller ob- 
served at Nagasaki^ was ninety eight degrees 
in the month of August, and the severest cold 
thirty five degrees in January, in the raoniing ; 
but the season he spent here was universally- 
allowed to be milder than usual. 

The Japanese are well made, active, easy in 
their motions, and stout limbed, though of infe- 
rior strength to the northern inhabitants of £u- 
vope* The men are of a middling size and not 
much inclined to corpulency. Their skin is of 
a yellowish colour, sometimes bordering on 
brown, and sometimes on white, according to 
their exposure to the effects of the sun. Ladies 
of distinction, who seldom go abroad without 
being covered from the sun and air, are per- 
fectly white. 

The distinguishing characteristic of the Ja- 
^nese is their oblong, small, sunk eyes, in which 
respect they resemble the Chinese. Their eye- 
brows are also placed pretty high, and the eye- 
Hds form, in the great angle, a deep furrow.... 
Their heads are generally large ; their necks 
short ; their hair black, thick, and glossy ; and 
their noses, though not flat, are rather short 
and thick. 

These people may, of general, be reckoned 
intelligent, brave, free, obedient, courteous, in- 
dustrious, frugal, and upright ; but; at the same 
time, those virtues are frequently tarnished by 
the opposite vices. 

In ail their enterprises, they ^hew sense and 
atcadiness, as far as the lights they have received 
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can be supposed to be able to guide them ; and^ 
instead of being ranked among savage nations, 
they must be allowed to have made very great 
advances in civilization. Their mode of govern- 
ment, their regulations for foreign commerce, 
their manufactures, and industry, evince proofs 
of policy, steadiness, and spirit. Far from in- 
dulging in the idle vanity of personal decora- 
tions, which, among some oriental nations, are 
most ridiculously tawdry, they study merely 
comfort and convenience, and leave glittering 
finery to the slaves of fashion or extravagance. 

Liberty is the ruling passion of the Japanese ; 
but it is liberty founded on order and secured by 
law ; not the wild fire of anarchy and licentious- 
ness. They are submissive to the laws, not to 
any arbitrary power ; and they detest the inh^- 
man traffick in slaves, which the Dutch and 
other nations carry on. 

The rights and immunities of the higher and 
lower classes are equally protected ; and the un- 
common severity of the laws, joined to the cer- 
tain execution of them, serves to keep every one 
within proper bounds. Even foreigners are se- 
cured in all their established rights ; nor are 
there any fraudulent attempts, or open attacks 
made on them, while they refrain from encroach- 
ments on the natives. 

Some of the institutions of this empire are 
unparalleled in the whole world. It is death 
for a native to leave the empire ; nor are any 
strangers suffered to come among them, save a 
few Dutch and Chinese, who are watched like 
state prisoners. 
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V , With respect to courtesy and submission 
to their superiors, few can be compared to the 
Japanese. Subordination to government, and 
obedience to their parents, are inculcated into 
children in their early infancy ; and in every 
situation of life, they are, in this respect, in- 
structed by the example^ rather than the severity 
of the elders. Different modes of salutation 
are established between different . ranks, and 
[these are strictly and invariably attended to. 

They carry their curiosity and inquisitiveness 
to a great length, which may be ascribed to 
their desire to obtain information. They fre- 
quently tire the Dutch with their questions, 
which, however, always display shrewdness and 
a love of knowledge. The physician, who at- 
tends the factory, is principally regarded by the 
Japanese, as learned ; and they consult him as an 
oracle, not only on subjects connected with his 
profession, but on every branch of science, which 
they presume he must be acquainted with. 

Their fabrics in copper and other metals are 
beautiful, and in wood both neat and lasting...- 
In particular, their well-tempered sabres and 
their beautiful lackered ware exceed every thing 

of the kind that can be produced elsewhere 

Their skill in agriculture, and the extent to 
which they carry it, are likewise so great as to 
be almost incredible. 

Frugality seems to have fixed its residence in 
Japan. This is a virtue equally esteemed in the 
imperial palace as in the poorest cottage. It is 
in consequence of this that the lowest ranks are 
contented with their humble pittance, because 
they are not mortified with th« sight of the ac- 
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comulated stores of the rich dissipated in iran- 
tohness and luxury. In this populous em^Hre^ 
acarcelf a beggar or a needy person is to be 
found* 

Yetfin general, they are neither parsimonious 
nor avaricious ; and they have a rooted aversion 
to intemperance in eatipt; and drinking* As the 
scMi is solely devoted to the production of neces^ 
saries) so those necessaries are not wasted by 
converting them to noxious or idle purposes. ' 

That they are friendly and good natnred, when 
properly treated, our traveller had convincing 
proofs ; even though they had too much i*eason 
to detest the Europeans, who traffick >tith them, 
for bad conduct and jfiraudulent dealings. They 
^are lofty, it is true, and cannot be mov^d by me- 
naces ; but they may be soothed to tenderness 
by mild conduct, and brought to listen to rest* 
8on« 

Justice is universally worshipped, not in shew 
but in reality* The monarch never injures any 
of his neighbours ; and no instance is to be 
found in which he ever shewed his ambition t6 
extend his dominions by conquest. Number- 
less proofs are recorded of the heroiSTn of thfe 
people against foreign invasion or internal dis^ 
order ; but not one can be piSoduced of their en- 
cixiachments upon the landi or properties of 
others. 

The Japanese have never given way to the 
weakness of conquering other kingdoms, or of 
suffering any part of theit own to be Wjrested 
from them. They pertinaciously esdhere to 
their own customs and usages, and never adopt 
those of other nalions^ 
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In their tiibunalS) causes s^re adjudged mrith- 
but delay and without partiality. The guilty find 
np asylum ; the innocent need no advocate* Even 
in their engagements with Europeans, not an iota 
of a treaty once concluded is ever altered) un- 
less by the fault of the latter. 
[ Thefts* and robberies are seldom heard of; 
and in their annual journey to the courts the 
Europeans are so secure, that they have little 
cccasion to pay any attention to their baggage* 
Xet it must be confessed, that in the iieK^tory the 
common people think it no sin to piller a few 
trifles from the Dutch ; but this practice they 
liave probably learned from themselves* 

Superstition is one great defect in their cha< 
racter ; but this is owing to their ignorance, not 
only of science, but of true religion* It is the 
business of priests, in every 'country, to render 
men weak, that they may rule them with more 
^uulity* 

. Pride is another great vice in this nation****. 
TThey believe they are descended from the gods ; 
and consequently hold Eluropeans in a very in** 
di&rent light compared to themselves* Touch 
their pride, and they are irreconcileable* It was 
pride that prompted them to expel the Portu-* 
guese ; and this may tempt them to shut theic 
ports against the rest of the world, should those 
who have an intercourse with them offend against 
their darling passion* 

. Of their valour and unconquerable spirit thensj 
are many proofs, and such as might be regarded 
as romantic, were they not verified by hbtoricai. 
evidence* 
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In the year 799, the Tartars overran a great 
pan of Japan with an innumerable army ; but 
their fleet having been lost in one night, in a 
violent storm, the Japanese commander, on the 
following day, attacked the invaders with such 
resolution, that not a man was left alive to re- 
turn with the tidings of such an unparalleled 
defeat* In like manner, when they were again 
attacked by the Tartars, in 1281, with an army 
of two iiundred and forty thousand men, the 
victory was equally great and glorious. The 
expulsion of the Portuguese, and the extirpa- 
tion, at the same time, of the Christian religion, 
were so complete, that scai*cely a trace of them 
now remains. The war and devastation con- 
tinued for the space of forty years : sevei'al mil- 
lions of victims fell ; and the last siege cut off 
no fewer than thirty-seven thousand men. 

These victories, however, are not the only 
proofs of the courage and intrepidity of the Ja- 
panese. The subsequent anecdote sets them in 
a still higher light. A Japanese vessel arrived 
at the island of Foi^mosa, then in the hands of 
the Dutch, in 1 639. Peter Nuytz, the governor, 
ill-treated the Japanese merchants; and upon 
their return home, they complained of the in- 
sults they had received. 

The prince took fire that his subjects should 
be abused by a people he despised. His guards 
immediately offered to retrieve the honour t>f 
their country. *' Nothing," said they, " but the 
blood of the offender can efface this stain. Your 
majesty has only to command, and we will cut 
off his head, or bring him alive to receive the 
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pfCinishment due to his deserts^ Seven of us 
will be sufficient for the enterprise ; and neither 
the danger of the voyage nor the strength of his 
castle shall screen him from our vengeance." 

Accordingly, having received the prince's per» 
mission, and concerted their measures, they pro- 
ceeded to Formosa. Being introduced to the 
governor to have an audience, they all drew 
their sabres and carried him on board the vessel 
that had brought them. This bold exploit was 
performed in broad day-light, in the sight of his 
guards and domestics, and without any one dar- 
ing to rescue their master from his intrepid 
conductors; who, with their swords drawn, 
threatened to cleave his head in two, the mo- 
ment the least opposition should be made. 

When injured, the Japanese, indeed, are quite 
implacable. As they are haughty and intrepid, 
so they are resentful and unforgiving. They do 
not, however, shew their hatred by violence or 
warmth of temper ; but, with an inconceivable 
sang froid, wait with patience for an opportunity 
of revenge. 

Abuse them, despise them, or touch their ho- 
nour as- much as you please, they will never an- 
swer a single word, but merely with a long Eh ! 
Eh ! testify, as it were, their surprise, and brood 
in silence oyer their revenge, which no justifi- 
cation, ilor length of time, or change of circum- 
stances, can afterwards e.fiface, till they have 
executed their malice. * 

The Japanese language is written like the Chi- 
nese, in straight lines, upwards and downwards ; 
but the letters are quite different, and the tongue 
on the whole so dissimilar, Jhat those two nei?^h- 
r. p. 2/ 
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fcauring n^^Uons cannot uikI ■ 'l^H 

rfrilhoiit ail iiilerprctcr- Tl .j^l 
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The dress of Jupan r^ nt fftt ^K- rrf*tlinrt! nricl 
imifonn* Framthenv: - 

ject, it has uodcrgfmc i, i..u...,i ,\.,u. .,.*^.. ,^, 

fashion, or »iiy other cause^ for ihe space of two 

thousand ^^e hutic^ :^^ ■ 

It consists iijii\ ; 
■ff diilererf 
, and of (1 1 
CDi'duj;^- '.■■■ " ^ untaLLiiCL'^ (.Uhe weurev. 'ine 
niCB st;l I more iIidlii two or three ii€ 

|lheTn at oiict^ ; but Uic ; '" " ty 

■ or forttof them, all !**j I . .., 

collectively, than fmirur Tjv^ pouuds. 

These ^owiift are ftuitened v.nm4 the body by 
a belt, whii;h, for the t^ ' vs 

braad, and for the woru ^> 

f a knot or ttise. In ihU the lu . r 

sabre, fail, tobacco-pipe, and p. i yiUt- 

times their medichiti box, 

Mtn of high rank, hesicka thrwr ^oncr n1c:ht» 
gowiiSi hiive si short hjilT ^vvn \\(y -hr 

other, am! made of a thm gauay stu,. j -. ss 
tied with strings at top and al hoiloiih unci ts 
soTDcliTnes green, hut Uiore frcqacntljr hlack- 

The breeches arc marmfuitm^d of a spccicft 
®f herap, and are sewed between the kgs, but 
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left open on the sides to two-thirds of their 
length. 

They depend to the ankles ', and at the back 
part of them is a thin triangular piece of board, 
covered with the' Siime stuff which sticks up just 
above the band. These breeches are striped with 
brown, or green, or more commonly are uniform-' 
ly black. Drawei's are seldom used but on jour- 
nies, and by soldiers, who wear short or tucked - 
up gowns, that they may run with the greater 
speed. 

The complimentary dress is w^orn above the 
common gown. It consists of two pieces made 
of one and the same kind of stuff. The under- 
most piece is the above described breeches, made 
of a blue stuff, painted with white flowers. The 
uppermost piece is a frock, like the half night 
•gown, thrown back over the shoulders. 

Stockings are not wanted, because the night 
gowns descend to the ankles ; however, spatter- - 
dashes are sometimes used made of cotton stuff. 
The shoes are the meanest part of the Japanese 
attire, and they are generally made of rice straw; 
but people of distinction have fine slips of ratan. 
The Japanese never enter their houses with their 
shoes on, but always leave them at the door. 

The mode in v/hich this people dress the hair 
is peculiar to them, and at the same time as ge- 
neral as the use of the night-gown. The men 
shave the whole of their head, down to the nape 
of the neck, leaving, however, some on the tem- 
ples, which being greased and turned back, is 
tied with that remaining behind at the top of the 
head, with several rounds of white string made 
of paper. 
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711 Liid servants art fi'cquciul} 'u 
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urnuiiiums of loHoise-sshcll in 
iieitj*er use rings nor jeWtda uf m 
The Japmiesie never cdver tb* 
hats or caps, except on jouruies* when they wc^ 
u ecsnical hat made of :i specie h &rgriw!<, mid th 
vTi V J t h a stn n g^ Soi t^^ fv vv w^oiae 1 1 , al t o » vv hi 
Iravellinijt wore a kind of oip inttrJkecd \v! 
gold J but a parasol vi'iis their iisiiid protection 
f(om the rain ur the '-^^ vi r.f the sim» 

Instead of a haij' 'i. they employ Uteir 

soft writing paper, \.j,tc-i Lr^^y conatai^Lly carry 
about with tliem, and apply la various purposes 
wJiich the Europeans never think of. 

The hguses In general are constructed of wood 
and plasttr, and white*wa&hed on the outside, an 
ks to resemble stone. They have no partkioti 
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.li^alls, but only sliding frames, which are made 
of lackered wood, and covered with thick painted 
paper. The roofs are covered with thick heavy 
tiles, and occasionally with the bark of trees or 
chips of wood. 

The floors are always spread with mats made 
of a fine species of j uncus, interwoven with rice 
straw. The insidcs of the houses, both ceiling 
and walls, are papered with various colours, and 
sometimes highly embellished with silver and 
gold. 

The room which serves as the kitchen, has no 
other fire-place than a square hole, which is fre- 
quently in tlie middle of the room, and lined 
with a few stones. The smoke ascends through 
an aperture in the roof; for here chimnies are 
unknown. 

The windows are formed of a semi-transpa- 
rent paper, which has no very handsome effect ; 
and in fact renders the houses rather gloomy 
and dull. Nor is the general style of architect- 
ure, in this country, either elegant or convenient, 
liccording to our ideas. 

The furniture is as simple as the style of build- 
ing. Here are neither sofas, beds, tables, chairs, 
watches, nor mirrors. To the greatest part of 
those conveniences, the Japanese are perfect 
strangers. Their soft floor-mats serve them at 
once for chairs and beds. A small table, about 
twelve inches square, and four in height, is set 
down before each person in company, at every 
meal. A soft mattress, stuff*ed with cotton, is 
frequently spread upon the mats, when the hour 
of rest approaches. 

z2 
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Fans are universally used by both sexes ; aild 
on these they often have their route marked, 
'when they go on a journey. Though they have 
not mirrors to decorate the walls of their apart- 
ments, at the toilette they use plates of copper 
and sunk, highly polished, which answer the 
same purpose ; and in these the fair sex can view 
their lovely pei*sons almost as advantageously as 
in our more brittle aiticle of glass. 

Kuno, (9r the secular emperor, is lord of the 
whole country, and under him rules a prince or 
governor in each province. The princes that are 
first in dignity are called Daimio ; those of an 
inferior rank Siomio. If any of them is guilty 
of misdemeanours, he is amenable to the em- 
peror, who can dismiss him, banish him to some 
island, or even inflict capital punishment upon 
him. It is also incumbent upon all those princes 
to perfomi a journey annually to the imperial 
court, to reside there six months, and to keep 
their family constantly there, as hostages for 
their allegiance. ♦ 

But besides this monarch, there is a spiritual 
or ecclesiastical emperor, whose power at pre- 
sent is wholly confined to the concerns of religion, 
and the establishment of the church ; nevertht- 
less this spiritual regent or pope derives his de-' 
scent in a direct and uninterrupted line from the 
ancient rulers of the country, for more than the 
period of two thousand years. 

The veneration which is paid to the Dairi falls 
little short of the divine honours due to the gods 
themselves. He seldom touches the earth. He 
i% brought into the world, lives> and dies within 
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the precincts of his court. His hair, nails and 
beard) are esteemed sacred, that they are never 
suffered to be cleaned or cut by day4ight, but 
only in the night, and when he is asleep. His 
holiness never eats twice out of the same plate, 
nor drinks otit of the same cup ; and they are 
constantly broken to pieces, that they may not 
fall into unhallowed hands. 

Within the precincts of his court scarcely any 
know his name till after his decease. His whole 
court with very few exceptions, are of his own 
race ; all of whom, who are not promoted at the 
•secular court, have rich benefices and convents ' 
given them. 

Yet the Dairi's power is much retrenched ; 
and he now derives his principal revenues from 
. the city and district of Miaco, from a stipulated 
allowance from the Kubo's treasury, apd from 
titles which he has the exclusive right of con^ ' 
. ferring. Even the secular emperor receives dtles^ 
of distinction from his hand*. 

The Kubo, or secular emperor, is obliged to 
consult a council of six persons, who are most- 
ly men in years and possessed of sound judg- 
ment. Besides the considerable presents he 
receives from the governors of provinces, he has 
certain crown lands and imperial cities, which 
are more particularly his property ; and their 
native produce or manufacture is taxed to his 
revenue. In the same manner each of the princes 

• As the expences of many of the European govern- 
ments render it difficult to contrive new schemes of fi- 
nance, might not the avowed sale of titles for the life of 
the received- be a valuable branch of revenue ? We are at 
least »9 vain as the Japanese* 
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The sirimeter is tlie cbJ^f and choicefti wca* 
ponj and this is constantly worn by every |KTSon 
above the rank of a pesibaut. This weu^xm is 
mbout n yard in lengths somewhat inclining Lna 
curve, and has a broad hack. Tbu bUde h of 
incomparable temper, and the oldest are al» 
ways most valued. They are fur prtdijrLildr 
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head to foot- 

A good scimetcr is frequenUj sold for one 
hvmdrcd rix*dollaiSj and it js considered bv rt,*. 
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••Natives as the most precious part of their pro- 
perty. The hilt is furnished with a rouivd and 
substantial guardi without any bow, and is full 
six inches long. The scabbard is thick and 
rather flat ; and sometimes covered with the 
finest shagreen lackered. They never use an 
appropriate belt ; but always stick the scimeter 
into their girdle on the left side, with the edge 
upwards, which looks ridiculous enough. 

Paganism is universally prevalent in Japan; 
but the different religious sects are numerous, 
and maintain very opposite tenets; notwith- 
standing this, they live together in great har- 
mony and concord, nor consider difference of 
opinion as a cause of dissention. The ecclesi- 
astical emperor appoints the principal priests ; 
and every sect has its respective temples and 
idols. 

The number of their fictitious deities are so 
great, that almost every trade has its tutelary 
divinity, after the manner of the ancient Greeks 
and Romans. The Japanese, however, are not 
wholly ignorant of the existence of an eternal 
omnipotent Spirit, supreme in power and might ; 
but their knowledge in this respect is blended 
With fable and obscured by mystery. 

Their temples, of which they have a great 
variety, are generally built in the suburbs of 
towns, on the highest and most eligible spots. 
The priests in each are very numerous, though 
they perform scarcely any other functions than 
to keep the temple clean, to light the fires and 
lamps, and to present the blameless offerings of 
flowers to their idols. No sermons are preached, 
DO hymns are sung; but such as please to pay 
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stain from animal food, are loth to shed blood, 
and will not touch any dead body. Whoever 
offends in these points, is considered as unclean 
for a certain period, according to the Levities*- 
law. 

The only devils they acknowledge, are those 
which reside as souls in foxes; these animals 
being considered as very noxious and dangerous 
in this country. 

Though the professors of this religion are 
persuaded that their gods know all things, and 
that therefore it is unnecessary to pray to them, 
they have, nevertheless, both churches and stated 
holidays. Their gods, or idols, they denominate 
Sin, or Kami ; and their churches are called Mia. 
In these edifices there is no visible representa- 
tion of the Almighty, though they sometimes 
keep* a little image in a box, the emblem of the 
inferior divinity to whom the temple is dedi- 
cated. 

Budsdo's doctrine was imported hither from 
the western coast of the East Indies ; and with- 
out doubt he was a prophet among the Bramins, 
"Who is reported to have been bom in Ceylon, 
about one thousand years before the birth of 
Christ, and was the founder of that sect, which 
has diffused itself over every part of the east. 

This doctrine, however, did not gain repute 
in China till long after its introduction. By de- 
grees it reached Corea, and then passed over 
into Japan, where it was generally received; 
and, being blended with that of the ancient Sin- 
' to^ gave birth to the most monstrous and absurd 
superstitions* 
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Its principal tenets consist in the subsequent 
maxims ; that the souls of men and beasts are 
alike immortal ; that a just retribution of rewards 
Itnd punishments immediately takes place after 
death ; that there are different degrees of felici- 
ty as well as of misery ; that the souls of the 
wicked transmigrate, after death, into the bodies 
of animals ; and at last, in case of amendment, 
again reanimate the human form. To the Su- 
preme God they give the appellation of Amida, 
and Satan is called Jemma. 

The usual holidays in Japan are the first day 
in every month, when they rise early in the 
morning, dress themselves in their best attit^^ 
and pay their respects to their friends and su- 
periors wishing them joy of the new montlu 
This custom has been universally observed from 
the earliest ages. The full of the moon, or the 
15th day, is another holiday^ on which people 
resort to the temples in greater numbers than 
on the first. The third festival is of less conse- 
quence, and falls on the 28th, or the day before 
the new moon. 

Besides these monthly festivals, they celebrate 
five more, and the first and principal of these is 
New Year's Day. The country at this time is 
given up to pastime and festivity ; and indeed 
the whole of th^ first month is set apart for plea- 
sure throughout the empire. 

The second annual festival falls on the 3d day 
of the 3d month ; the 3d on the 5th day of the 
5th month ; the 4th on the 7th day of the 7th 
month ; and the 5th on the 9th day of the 9th 
month. All these making uneven numbers are 
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vedGoned unlucky days, and no business is un* 
dertaken on them, but they spend them in mirth 
and mutual congratulations* It is ar maxim 
among tliem, that the gods take delight in see- 
ing mankind joyful and happy ; and in this re- 
spect they honour their benignity and other love- 
ly attributes. 

To some of the most celebrated temples, pil- 
giimages are annually performed, particularly 
to the temple of Isie, which is consecrated to 
Tensio Dai Sin, the most ancient of their gods. 
This temple is very old, and has no other orna- 
ments thaii a mirror, and slips of white paper, 
hung about the walls, denoting that nothing im« 
pure can be acceptable to God; and that from 
bis all seeing eye nothing can be hid. 

The emperor who cannot personally visit this 
temple, annually sends an ambassador in his 
stead ; and all his subjects, of every rank and 
condition, are bound to undertake a pilgnmage 
hither at least once in their lives ; though many 
from a principle of devotion, go often. Some 
of those pilgrims practise great austerities. 

Nunneries have been established in this coun- 
try upwards of one thousand years ago, though , 
with respect to number, they fall infinitely short 
' of those in Europe. 

The Christian religion was first planted in Ja- 
pan by the Jesuit missionaries in 1549, and in 
a short time made a rapid progress. But the 
Portuguese, inflated with their success, and re- 
lying on the number of their proselytes, began 
to behave with pride and avarice, which occa- 
sioned different persecutions ; and in 1596, hav- 
ing superciliously treated a prince of the era- 
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pire, their doom was sealed ; and they were n&t 
only extirpated themselves, but all their conveits 
were put to the sword after an unceasing perse- 
cution of forty years. 

The Japanese being persuaded that the mi* 
warrantable conduct of the Christians, was the 
inseparable consequence of their doctrines, took 
from that time, the most efficacious means to 
prevent the true fsuth from ever being re-estab« 
lished in their dominions, and. the Portuguese 
were forbid from ever approaching their coasts. 
It seems, the Portuguese, indeed, richly merits 
ed their fate ; for it afterwards appeared, that 
they had entered into a conspiracy against the 
emperor and government. This being liiscov* 
ered by the Dutch, then at war with them, and 
communicated to the imperial court, gained that 
nation the establi^ment tliey have since en«» 
joyed. 

Philosophers and moralists are regarded in this 
country in the same light as priests and sacred 
persons ; and their tenets are embraced with 
equal ardour with those of the spiritual sectsw 
The morality of Confucius is in high estimation. 
This^ it is well known, originated in China, and 
seems to resemble the ancient doctrines of Epi- 
curus. 

The Japanese not only make use of such ar* 
tides for food, as are in themselves wholesome 
and nutritive, but take in almost the whole ani« 
mal and vegetable kingdom ; not excepting the 
most poisonous, which by their mode of dressing 
and preparing, may be rendered harmless, and 
even useful. The meat that is served up in 
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every dish is cut into small piecesi well boiled 
and i^wed, and mixed with agreeable sauces* 

Ladies do not eat with the men, but by them- 
selves. Rice supplies the place of bread, and is 
UcMled with every kind of provisions* Miso-soup, 
boiled with fish and onions, is the customary 
food of the common people* Misos are small 
beans, like lentils, the produce of the dpUcbos 
soja* Fish and fowls are very plentiful, and 
are eaten in abundance^ Even the flesh of the 
whale is a comniyon dish among the poorer 
people. 

Tea and sakki constitute the whole beverage 
ef the Japanese. Wines and distilled liquors 
they can scarcely be prev£uled on to taste. Hi- 
therto they have never suffered themselves to 
be corrupted by European modes of living, but 
still retain their original temperance and fru* 
gality. 

Sakki is a kind of fermented liquor, prepared 
from rice* It is tolerably bright, and not a little 
pesembles wine, though its taste is somewhat 
singular, and not very palatable* When fresh, 
it is whitish, but afterwards it acquires a brown 
colour from lying in wooden casks. 

This drink is vended in every tavern, and is 
used to promote hilarity as well as at meals. It 
is always drank warm by the Japs^ese, and when 
taken in any quantity, soon hesyts and inebriates 
them ; but its effects vanish in a few minutes, 
and are generally succeeded by a disagreeable 
headoach. 

Sakki is transported to Batavia as an article of 
eommerce ; but there it is drcuak cold, before 
meals, to provoke an appetite. 
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Tea is in such universal use, that no person 
f>f any rank undertakes a journey, Tvithout s^serr 
vant to carry his tea-equipage« The tea*shrub 
is indigenous here, and is met with most frer 
quently on the borders and margins of cultivated 
lands, or on such mountains and downs as ar^ 
incapable of being cultivated to better advantaget 

This plant grows from the seed to the height 
of a man in six or seven years ; but in the third 
year begins to yield some leaves. There arean*? 
nually three harvests of this plant. The first is, 
when the leaves just begin to push forth, and 
possess a viscous quality. This forms the im« 
perial tea, and is only accessible to people. of 
high rank. The second harvest commenjce^ 
about a month after the first, when the leaves' 
are full spread, but still tender and well flavour- 
ed. The third and principal harvest is of the 
thick and strong leaves, which have arrived at 
full maturity. 

Though gravity forms the general character 
of this nation, they have, nevertheless, their plea- 
sures, their sports, and festivities. Some of 
these are connected with their religion, others 
may in many respects be compared to European 
plays or interludes. 

Of those which have a relation to tlieir religi- 
ous belief, the lanthom-festival, or feast of lamps, 
is one of the most remarkable. It is celebrated 
towards the enci of August, and lasts for three 
days. The Japanese call it Bang ; and it was 
originally instituted in memory and honour of the 
dead, who, they believe, retuni annually to their 
kindred and friends, on the first afternoon of 
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tfiese games, where they remain till the second 
night, on which they are again sent away. 

To welcome them on their arrival, they hang 
a number of lamps round the tombs on bamboo 
stakes ; and when the souls of the defunct are 
to take their leave, they fabricate a small vessel 
of straw, filled with lights and lanthoms, which 
they carry at midnight in procession, with mu- 
sic and loud cries, and launch it on the waves, 
where it is left to be consumed or swallowed up. 
r Our traveller had an opportunity of seeing 
plays acted several times, both in Nagasaki and 
afterwards on his journey to the imperial courl 
at Osaka. The actors are always dressed in a 
rery grotesque manner, so that a stranger would 
be apt to imagine, they exhibited themselves to 
frighten, not to entertain the audience. Their 
gestures are equally uncouth and extravagant j 
and the plots are of a piece with the acting. In 
short the dramatic performances of Japan can, 
ifi ho respect, be put in competition with those 
of Europe. But they have the same effect, and 
answerthe same purpose every where....to amuse 
tlie idle and frivolous, and to fill the pockets of 
die players. 

When the Japanese wish to shew the Dutch 
extraordinary respect, they entertain them with 
a band of female dancers. These are generally 
young damsels, who twist and twine their bodies 
in a variety of forms, so as to represent an amor- 
ous or heroic deed* Their. steps are regulated 
by music, and they are all provided with a vast 
number of night-gowns, which they strip off one 
after the other, till a doasen or more are hanging' 
from their girdle. 

A a 3 
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Marriages are solemnized here vntii filtle 
pomp, and generally on an eminence witfaMmli 
the towns, in the presence of the relations and 
priests. The bridegroom and bride advance to^ 
gether to an altar erected for that purpose, each 
holding a torch, while the priest is employed in 
reading a certain form of prayer. The bride thett 
lights her torch, and holds it out to the bride>* 
groom, who kindles his from it ; and on this the 
guests wish the new married couple joy. 

Polygamy is not allowed here, nor are the wo* 
men confined ; but divorces and mistresses, or 
concubines, are tolerated. 

The Japanese either bum their dead or bury 
them in the earth. The former seems to have 
been the most ancient practice, though it is 
now less prevalent tham the other, except for 
persons of distinction. The ashes are careiiidiy 
collected, and after some time are buried in tiie 
earth. 

Both men and women follow the corpse inno- 
rimons, to^^ther with the family of the deceased^ 
Und a numerous train of priests. After one of 
the priests has sung the eulogy of the dead, he 
thrice waves a burning torch over the corpse) 
with which the pile is then set on fire by the re- 
lations. Fragrant spices are cast into the grave, 
and the finest Bowers are planted on the tombs^ 
Indeed the affectionate concern of children and 
relatives does not cease for years ; and some- 
times it lasts Jbr life. This is an amiable trait 
in the Character of the Japanese ; for where the 
dead are not honoured, there the living are for 
from being humane. 



Thou^ the Japanese have made as much 
progress in science, as can be expected from 
&e opportunities they have been favoured with, 
it is not to be expected that they have reached 
the heights of Europeans in this respect. Astro- 
Homy is in great favour and repute, but they 
OfEnnot compose a perfect kalendar, nor calculate 
eclipses with precision. 

Medicine, from their ignorance of anatomy, 
can never become very flourishing, Of natural 
philosophy and chemistry they have KtUe idea, 
except what they have borrowed from casual 
intercourse with the medical practitioners of 
Europe* 

No nation on earth has a smaller code of laws 
and fewer judges, consequently the study of law 
is not very difficult. Commentators on the sta* 
tutes, and advocates, are here totally unknown* 
Yet the laws are severe, and executed without 
the least respect for persons. 

The original language of the country is at 
once copious and expressive. Of foreign lan- 
guages, only the Chinese is studied ; and this 
only by the literati. The art of printing is un- 
questionably very ancient in Japan; but they 
are still unacquainted with the use of fusible 
types. They have also some notion of en graviivg, 
drawings and surveying ; but in all those respects, 
they are much inferiorto the Europeans. 

Poetry is a favourite study, and it is employed, 
as in other countries, to perpetuate the memory 
of their gods, heroes, and celebrated men. Mu- , 
sic is held in high estimation ; but they have not 
been able to make much proficiency in the sci- 
ence of harmony. The ladies perform on differ- 
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cnt instruments; but are particularly fond of ^* 
kind of lute, with four strings, which they strike 
with their fingers for hours together ; though ' 
neither the effect nor the execution is very 
charming. 

Some of the arts and manufactures are carried 
to the highest degree of perfection in Japan. 
They work extremely well in iron and copper : 
their silk and cotton manufactures eqtkal, if not 
excel, the productions of other oriental countries. 

Lackering in wood, especially their anci^it 
Workmanship, surpasses every attempt at imi- 
tation by other nations. They make use of the 
finest firs and cedars, and cover them with a 
varnish prepared from ^e rhus vemix, which 
grows every where in abundance. This varnish 
oozes out from the tree, on its being wounded, 
and at first is about the consistence of cream ; 
but afterwards grows thicker. It is of such a 
transparent nature, that when it is laid) pure 
and unmixed, on boxes and other pieces of fur- 
niture, every vein of the wood may clearly be 
seen through. 

This lackered work is generally farther em- 
bellished with gold ' and silver flowers, and 
figures laid on the varnish. Old works of this 
kind, in good preservation, fetch a very high 
price ; as it seems they neither emboss nor co- 
lour so well as in former ages. Thus it is too- 
with the porcelain of China; the most ancient 
is the most valuable, 
f Paper is fabricated here from the bark of the 
moms papyrifera, a species of mulberry, and 
sometimes from the moms indica. In Japan, 
paper is used for a variety of purposes not usual 
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mother countries^ particularly for handkerchiefs ; 
consequently its manufacture must be very con- 
siderable* 

If the laws in this country are rigid, the police 
is equally vigilant, and discipline and good ordet 
arc strictly observed* The happy consequence 
of this is extremely visible ; for no country af- 
fords fewer instances of vice or irregularity* 

Most crimes are punished with death, a sen- 
tence which is inflicted with less regard to the 
magnitude of the crime, than to the audacity of 
the attempt to transgress the hallowed laws of 
the empire, and to violate justice* 

Fines and pecuniary mulcts, they regard as 
equally repugnant to reason and equity ; as the 
rich are thereby absolved from all punishment ;' 
a procedure which seems to them to be the very 
height of absurdity and iniquity* If the horrid 
crime of murder is perpetrated in a town, not 
only the murderer himself, but sometimes his 
relations, dependents, and neighbours, are in- 
volved in the calamity, accordingly as they have 
been more or less accomplices in the crime, or 
have neglected the means of preventing its per- 
petration* 

Dealing in contraband goods is death without 
mercy ; and the punishment extends to every in- 
dividual concerned in the traffick, both buyer 
and seller. The general mode of executing the 
sentence of the law, is by decapitation with a 
Scimeter, in prison ; though crucifixion and other 
painful modes of death are sometimes exhibited 
in public, by way of terror* 

. Those whose offences are reckoned too venial 
to d^serv^ death, are sentenced to perpetual im- 
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prtsonraetit, or else banished to some di^ant 
island : and in either case, their whole prc^rlf 
is confiscated. 

It appears that there are some laws which do 
not specify the punishment for infringing them ^ 
and ^at for many crimes the consequences u^e 
not generally known* This puts them on their 
guard against the commission of offences ; since 
what is doubtful, is always magnified more than 
what is ascertained* However, that no person 
may plead ignorance of the laws, they are not 
only promulgated in the temples, but also posted 
up in every town and village, for public inspec- 
tion and daily perusak 

Directions for what ought, and what ought not 
to be done, are drawn up in a very concise man^ 
ner, without specifying the punishment ^mexed 
to disobedience, or adding any menaces, so fre- 
quent in the laws of Europe. 

Imperfect as the science of medicine is in Ja- 
pan, it has sevei^ distinct professors. Some 
occupy themselves wholly in the cure of internal 
disonlers ; some practise surgery ; others only 
bum with moxa ; and puncturising with a needle 
forms another branch of the healing art. 

The most frequent diseases are cholics, sore 
eyes, indurated glands, diarrhoeas, dysenteries, 
miliary eruptions, small-pox, and measles. The 
miliary eruption, termed by the Europeans the 
red dog, is very rife here in the hottest months. 
It appears above the surface of the skin, rough, 
and of a red colour, without fever. Sometimes 
it is attended with intolerable itching, when the 
patient is in motion ; but which sensation ceases 
the moment he is at rest. 
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No country presents more proofs of agricultu- 
tfd skill and industry ; and yet neither rewank 
nor encouragements are necessary. In Japan, 
the tillers of the ground are considered as the 
SAOst useful class of citizens, and they are treated 
accordingly. They neither groan under oppres- 
sions, nor do they labour for others. The im- 
posts indeed are pretty heavy, but they are paid 
in kind ; and the farmer is at full liberty to cul- 
tivate the soil in that manner which he conceives 
will be most advantageous to him. He is not 
pestered with mixed property, nor incommoded 
by Gothic rights of commonage. 

One law, however, is singular. All are bound 
to cultivate their land ; and if a husbandman 
leaves more than the stated quantity of his farm 
unsown, he forfeits his fields, and another is at- 
liberty to occupy them*. 

Rice is their principal com. Wheat, barley, 
and rye are little used. Among the esculent 
rooted vegetables, batatas are the most abun- 
dant and palatable. They have many kinds of 
beans and peas, and also of alliaceous plants, 
turnips, and cabbages. From the seeds of the 
latter they express an oil for their lamps. 

Buck-wheat (Polygonum fagopyrum) is most 
commonly used when ground to meal, and made 
into small cakes ; which, after being boiled and 
sometimes coloured, are baked and sold in the 
villages, and at the baiting places, at a very cheap 
rate. 

* In England, where the monopoly of land is become so 
destructive to the interests and happiness of the people, 
we should not be sorry to see this wise law of Japan in- 
troduced. 
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As in this extensive empire^ there is no tallow 
to be found, nor any butter is chumed, the in- 
habitants have turned their attention to supply 
the place of these articles, by using sweet oils, 
both for dressing victuals, and for lighting their 
houses. 

They have few quadrupeds, for which reason 
. there is little occasion for meadow land. Their 
horses are small sized, and not very numerous. 
Of oxen and cow^ they have still a smallermim- 
ber, and they neither make use of their flesh nor 
milk ; the sole use of them being to draw carts, 
or occasionally to plough. 

A very few swine, of the Chinese breed, are 
kept here. Sheep and goats are not to be found 
in the whole country. Dogs, however, are kept 
from superstitious motives ; and cats are the ge- 
neral favourites of the ladies. Domestic poultry 
are plentiful, and. much valued on account of 
their eggs, which are dressed in a great variety 
of ways. 

That the precious metals are to be found in 
abundance in this empire, is well known both to 
the Portuguese and Dutch, who formerly export- 
ed whole ship loads of them. Gold is found in 
several parts ; but that it may not lose its value, 
by being too plentiful, it is prohibited to dig more 
than a certain stated quantity ; and none can be 
exported either in bullion or in coin. 

The richest gold mine is to be found on the 
argest of the Nipon islands, near Sado. The 
next most valuable i,s in Surunga. Considera- 
ble quantities of this precious metal are also ex- 
tracted from cupreous pyrites, dissolved by 
brimstone. 
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Silver seems to be less plentiful than it cer- 
tainly was at one time ; and it is more esteemed, 
according to their comparative values, than gold, 
Which is so much more abundant. 

Copper is common in every part of the em- 
pire ; and being richly impregnated with gold, 
It constitutes the main source of the wealth of 
many provinces. It still is exported in consider* 
able quantities by the Dutch and Chinese. 

Iron is far from being common in Japan. It 
is found, however, in some provinces ; but they 
are neither fond of exporting or importing this 
metal, at least for sale. 

As their intercourse with foreigners is ex- 
tremely limited, the greatest part of their com- 
•«merce must be amongst themselves. Their in- 
^ land trade is very flourishing, and in every repect 
free and uncontrouled. The harbours are cov- 
ered with coasting vessels and boats, and the 
high roads are crowded with travellers, trans- 
porting their wares from one place to another. 

Though merchants frequently accumulate 
great wealth, their profession is never reckoned 
honourable ; nor can they purchase titles or rsuse 
themselves to a higher rank. On the contrary, 
they are always despised, and the public at large 
entertain the most contemptible opinion of them, 
linder the impression that their wealth has been 
procured at the expence of their fellow citizens. 
This shews a narrow way of thinking ; for in 
the most enlightened nations, the character of a 
merchant is always the highest. 

The coins used in this country' are of various 
cfenorainations ; such as New Kobangs, Old Ko- 
bangs, Itjibs, Naiidiogin, Itaganne, Kodama, Se- 
V. p. B b 
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ni, KosjU) Kin, and RoTnome Gin. They are 
generally simple and unadorned, and the greatest 
pert of them have no rim round the margin, and 
many have no determined ralue, so that it is 
necessary to weigh them. 

The Obang is the largest Japanese gold c<yin^ 
and ought rather to be considered as a medal 
than a piece of money. It is a flat oblong plate 
of gold, rounded off at the four comers, nesLrly 
of the thickness of a farthing ; and is stamped 
on one side with fine lines, and different impres- 
sions of the Dairi's arms. On the other side are 
inscribed several large black letters, authenticat- 
ing the genuineness of the coin. 

Among the silver coins, the Kodama is the 
most variable, as well with respect to its shape 
and size, as to the impression it bears. Of this 
coin, some are oblong, circular, spherical, con- 
vex, and flat. Sometimes they are stamped with 
more, sometimes fewer, letters ; and occasionally 
they only bear the image of Daikokf, the Plutus 
of Japan, or the merchant's god. He is repre- 
sented sitting on two barrels of rice with a ham- 
mer in his right hand, and a sack at his left....* 
The Japanese believe him to be invested with 
the power of producing^ in any spot Avhich he 
strikes with his hammer, whatever his divinity 
is for the moment disposed to have *. 

Having an*anged his collections, and informed 
himself respecting the country, M. Thunberg, 

* By the faVours of one of the mterpreters, our travelltr 
procured a series of the ancient coins of Japan, some of 
them upwards of a thousand years old, wliich at his return 
to his native country, he presented to the valuable collec- 
*on of his Swedish majesty at Drotningholm. 
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during a very bot summer) which succeeded his 
return to the £kctory, employed his time in mak- 
ing several excursions during this season of flow* 
ers ; and had the pleasure to find his toils more 
amply rewarded, than during the preceding 
autumn and winter* 

Among other beautiful curious jriants which 
he found here, he particularizes the lilium su- 
perbum, one of the most elegant flowers in the 
world ; the camellia sasanqua, a shrub very 
nearly resembling tea ; the arum esculentum, 
and many others. 

On the 13th of September, intelligence was 
brought that the prince of Owari, cousin-german 
to Kubo, had departed this life. On account of 
this event, orders were issued that no person 
should play upon any kind of instrument for the 
space of five days, the usual period of deep 
mourning. The prince was turned of forty. 
Some years before, he had been designated for 
the emperor's son-hi4ajiv ; but his ill stai's had 
decreed, that the day before his arrival at Jedo, 
his intended bride should pay the last debt of 
nature. 

On the 1 0th of October, the newly arrived go- 
vernor of Nagasaki reviewed the imperial guard 
in the harbour ; and after paying a visit to the 
Dutch admiral-ship, proceeded to the island of 
Desima, accompanied by the gentleman who was 
retiring from office. 

The Dutch cargoes being nearly completed, 
our traveller began to reflect on his future plan 
of proceedings. Having little reason to hope 
that he could make any considerable additions 
to his favourite study, by staying another seas^on. 
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he forratti tljt firm n^^ ' ' 

il;ifnv}:i. The new chit J 

It > prevail n- V rs of 

»: '. \^ ^ ■. : uiin here rii.-i'.'-' ^ iv, unci 

ui fasi (LiaU<fnipt cofiipulslon ; hm itciiher coiild 

i»*tlm'iKc him to rditiqubh ihn hciDrn of hMfu> 

able to exar^iine^ wkhoi.ii cow 

itou*> treasures of nature in sui.i- l:1,- . 

Every Ihtng being reatlr, Uicy ba<It: fare 
Itj ibe Inland of Dczima on tht- '2S«1 of N'^v 
bcr, ajul tinbark^id an board the admiral'^ 
t <illcti the Stavenisse. On the 3d of Dect r 
ihry ^l under wayj wilJi the Zeedvjyn ir> 
irauv, iUul tioon lost sighl of Japaii. IHie iadinj^ 
itt carh shij) coimisuxl chiefly of six Ihcnir^^ml 
seven btmdrcd and fifty pkkds « f i.». d 

till cv h u n i] red an d si 5t ty - fu ur b i<n i , /, 

t:i<?h barrel contiiining upwatxls ol uac buiKlivd 
vanl ii^enty pounds* 

After a prosperous voyage J they (irriv ' 
lav'm on the 4th of January, 1777, 
rivunberg^ immediately waited on bis J 
MolTnian, who sigain made hitn an ot 
lvouse.1 He then began to enquire af^ 
iner friends and acf^uaintances ; and 1- ■' 
niany of theiti had left this transitory state 
an irreA-agable proof of the mortality of \hU c 
male^ he mentions that of thirteen persons, m 
whom he dined immediately before liis dq 
ur:r to Japan, otrly two were now alive* 

Having paid his devoirs to his particular friends 
sind patrons* who were alive, particularly to hii^ 
bene fac t or, M . U at! e rm ach e r , of w bom ^ : I 

In the higljest terms of panegyric, h \va- 
care to examine tlje various articles wnicii tic 
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had left in the care of his host, stowed in a capa- 
cious chest, placed on bottles to save it from the 
damp. How great was his confusion and sur- 
jj^rise, to discover, on opening this depositwy of 
many hours' toil and application, that the greater 
part of the herbs he had formerly collected in 
Java, together with a number of books, were per- 
fectly rotten and mouldered away I Such is the 
noxious moisture of this ungenial climate, that 
it is almost impossible to preserve any thing in 
it, without frequent attention to airing and 
drying. 

Yet insalubrious as the climate is, especially in 
Ijie city of Batavia, the Europeans, with very 
few exceptions, lead here very in'egular lives* 
At dinner they inflame their blood with aie and 
wine ; and while they are smoking tobacco, they 
enlarge their doses of those liquors. In the af- 
ternoon they sleep for a few hours ; and then 
spend the evening in company, with ale, wine, 
cards, and tobacco. In short, they continue 
their potations till they are half drunk, weary, 
and drowsy ; when they at length retire to bed, 
where they have naturally to expect a restless 
sleep, and a comfortless repose. 

After having examined the various pnJduc- 
tions of nature in the environs of Batavia, our 
traveller sailed to Samarang, along the northern 
coast of Java, that he might inspect the interior 
of this incomparable island. 

He landed at that place on the 9th of April, 
and soon after was attacked with a tertian ague,, 
whose paroxisms he conquered by extract of 
bark. Scarcely was he recovered from his fe- 
brile debility, when he undertook a journey one 
Bb2 
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hundred and eighty miles up into the conntiy, 
in company wiih Dr. Boenneken, physician to 
the hospital at Samarang. 

On the 23d, they commenced this botanicsd 
e^cpedition on horseback, passing Unarang, Sa- 
lata, and Kopping. In their way they saw the 
Indian fig-tree, so remarkable for the mann^ 
of its growth, and the extent of ground it covers. 
They likewise met with a new species of stinging 
plant, to which M. Thunberg gave the name <J 
Urtica stimulans. The touch of this is attended 
with such violent effects, as to cause an inflam* 
mation of the skin, to the last degree painful and 
irritating. Even animals, when stung with it^ 
become quite wild and outrageous- 

On tVie 28th, they reached a Javanese village 
called Tundang. It is pretty large, and is con- 
structed of bamboo canes, which allow a free 
passage for the air. Instead of taking up their 
lodgings with the natives, they had a hut built for 
themselves, which was executed by some of 
their attendants with incredible expedition. By 
the time they could unsaddle then* horses and 
unpack their things, their house was not only 
entirely finished, but also furnished with a 
couch, three stools and a table, all manufactur- 
ed on the spot. Some of the Javanese were 
employed in cutting bamboos, otliers with two 
strokes made a hole in the side of the larger 
canes, into which they inserted the smaller, and 
after this, twigs were interwoven between ; so 
that in a few minutes the whole was completed, 
of rude workmanship, it is true, buf grateful 
enough to weary travellers* 
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Here they were entertained with Javanese 
dancing and musiC) which lasted some time..... 
This jovial scene and spectacle of mirthful 
^amusement would have given them extreme 
satisfaction, had they not been pestered by the 
gnats in such a manner as to imbitter all their 
Measures. 

. On the 1st of May, they returned to Sama- 
rang, when M. Thunberg made a report to the 
governor, at his particular request, of such plants 
as grew in the track they had visited, that might 
be beneficial in medicine. 

At this place too he couched two'persohs for 
cataracts in both eyes, with the happiest suc- 
cess, though both were far advanced in years. 
A German surgeon, hpwever, about the middle 
age, being totally blind from the same melan- 
choly cause, could not be prevaiUid on to submit 
to the operation, though the governor urged him 
in the most friendly manner, and even offered 
■ one hundred ducatoons for his cure. 

May 14th, M. Thunberg proceeded in a Dutch 
J ship for Japara, where he was inexpressibly 
well received and befriended by M. Vander 
Beek, the residentiaiy at that delightful place. 
. In a few days he prosecuted his journey on 
horseback to Juanna, where a ship was lying 
bound to Batavia. In his way thither he lodg- 
ed with a prince nearly allied to the emperor* 
witJb whom he had the honour of supping, and 
of keeping up a conversation in broken Malay, 
till late at night. 

After a prosperous voyage, our traveller again 
arrived at Batavia. Being determined to em- 
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brace the first opportunity of visiting Ceylon,* 
and no ship being yet ready to sail for that isl- 
and, with the permission of the governor, he 
planned an expedition to the Warm Baths, and 
the Blue Mountains, in company with Barott 
Von Wurmb and an officer* 

On the 1 9 th of June, they set out, and passing 
Tanjong and some other places, they came to 
Buytenzorg, a handsome pleasure seat of the go- 
vernor general ; but little used, because of its dis- 
tance from the capital. 

On the 2 2d, they travelled over high moun- 
tains to Chipannas, and viewed the warm bath, 
which rises in a valley, and has its sources cover- 
ed with a hut. There are also two apartments 
for the use of bathers. The water was hot, 
though not intolerably so ; and on its sides was 
a thin crust of a deep green hue, resembling 
verdegrease. The sun^ounding earth was of the 
colour of iron rust. 

This water is aperient, if taken internally; 
but it is chiefly used for bathing, The climate 
here is very fine, and agreeably refreshing from 
its elevated situation, though it lies nearly under 
the equator. 

Here M. Thunberg discovered a variety of 
curious plants and animals. In returning over 
the mountains of Pondogede, they stopped to 
visit the celebrated pool of water near Meheme- 
don, where they found the climate of the north 
of Europe, and mosses and lichens, scarcely 
ever to be seen in the wanner parts of India. 

The following day they travelled to Arkido- 
mas, to view some Javanese Idols, hewn in 
stone, and dispersed about the Avoods, in groups 
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of three or four. Both the natives and the Chi- 
nese sacrifice to them; but on what pretext we 
are not told. 

In this route they saw many wild peacocks, 
flying from tree to tree, and spreading their beau- 
tiful fans. Tigers are 'said to be very numerous 
and fierce here ; for which reason, two soldiers 
incessantly blew small French horns, in order 
to fnghten them away. 

On the 26th, they made a diversion from the 
straight road to Mount* Cherroton, which stands 
quite detached, almost in the center of the coun- 
try, and has many singular natural cavities, in 
which the swallows (hirundo esculenta) build 
their nests. These nests are of a gelatinous na- 
ture, and are highly esteemed among the luxu- 
rious. The natives made them a present of 
some of these edible nests, and likewise of two 
of the birds that produce them, which are smallt,^ 
and wholly black. 

Here they were superbly entertained by the 
Javanese governor of the province at dinner, 
and kept up some kind of conversation in Ma- 
lay, which the whole party imperfectly under- 
stood. 

Soon after 'they returned to Batavia, where 
our traveller was afterwards very assiduous 
in his visits to the hospital, in which numbers 
died, notwithstanding the best medical care..... 
In fact the mortality at Batavia has been gra- 
dually increasing, which is supposed to originate 
from the number and the filthiness of the ca- 
nals. 

M- Radermacher andDr. Hoffman endeavour- 
ed to prevail on ]yi, Thunberg to settle in thiii 
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country, by the most flattering views of interest; 
but though the climate did not disagree with him 
and he had at that time, no particular prospects 
in his native land, he was deaf to every repre- 
sentation that had for its object to detach him. 
from the country that gave him biith. 

After taking an affectionate leave of his fin ends 
at Batavia, he embarked on board a ship bound 
to Ceylon, in the capacity of surgeon ; and on 
the 7th of Julyj they got under weigh with a soft 
and prosperous wind, which brought tlicm in 
sight of that island on the 29th of August. In 
sailing up to Columbo, the ship had a very nar- 
row escape from being run on the shoals, through 
the ignorance and indecision of the captain. • 

M. Thunberg, having got safe on shore, paid 
his respects to Governor Falck, a very learned 
and sensible man, at the same time possessed of 
jra liberal spirit. He had likewise an introduc- 
tion to M. Van Sluysken, inspector of the cinna- 
mon trade, who commonly went by the name of 
Captain Cinnamon, and who treated him with 
much regard. And he had farther the good for- 
tune to find here two of his own countrymen, 
who bore honourable offices under the Dutch 
pompany« It is almost unnecessary to add, that 
they received him with affectionate regard. 

Columbo, the Dutch capital of. this island, is 
large and handsome, and well fortified. The 
governor's palape is very elegant and spacioiis, 
though it is no more than one story high. 

The climate is naturally as hot as Batavia ; 
but the country being more elevated, is far mor^ 
^^eeable, and favourable to hesdth« 
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Out traveller, in company with a Ceylonese 
trhom the governor had kindly appointed to at- 
tend him, made daily excursions in the vicinity 
bf Columbo, and collected diligently the various 
productions of the spot, which were sufficiently 
interesting to repay the toils he endured in their 
search. 

Among other plants, the dolichos pruriens, ce- 
lebrated as a vermifuge, was pretty common, as 
was that beautiful vegetable, th* Barringtonia, 
which loves the banks of streams. 

It is reasonable to suppose, that the most va- 
luable plant of Ceylon, the tree that produces the 
cinnamon, did not escape his particular investi- 
gation. It is the laurus cinnamomum, and rises 
to a middling height and size. This tree is dis- 
• tinguished from the laurus cassia, which seems to 
be a variety of it, by having broader and more 
obtuse leaves. 

The chief "difference, however, between the 
tree that yields the cinnamon and the cassia, may 
be ascribed to soil and cultivation. Our botanist, 
who was well qualified to judge, does not consi- 
der them as distinct species. 

For a number of years the Europeans believed, 
and the Ceylonese maintained, that cinnamon, 
to be good, must be left to itself, and be propa- 
gated only by the birds. This absurd prejudice 
is now removed, and many thousand trees are 
now seen flourishing in the gardens, the bark of 
which is not inferior to the best that grow natu 
rally in the woods. - 

The cinnamon leaf has a strong scent of cloves; 
the root, on the other hand, smells like sassafras ; 
but, by means of sublimation, yields camphor. 
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The tree, however, to which the Cingalese uni- 
versally give the appellation of Kurundu, appeals 
to be greatly diminished Hn the woods ; so that 
the barkers, for several years past, have not been 
able to procure the quantity required. 

The coasts round the whole island of Ceylon, 
to the distance of six leagues or more, inland, be<^ 
long entirely to the Dutch, though the natives 
occupy them under the jurisdiction of the govern- 
or*. The interior and mountainous part of the 
island is still possessed by the King, or Emperor, 
of Candi, who is so hemmed in, that he cannot 
trade with any other nation. 

Christianity has made great progress among 
the Ceylonese ; nevertheless, by far the greater 
part of them are Pagans, who pay great adora- 
tion to their idol Budha, or Budso, whose image 
is to be seen in all their temples, and often in 
*- private houses. 

TJie Moors, who come hither from the conti- 
nent, are pretty numerous in Columbo, and carry 
on an extensive trade. They are generally taH 
of stature, and of a darker complexion than the 
islanders. 

Having satisfied his curiosity in the vicinity of 
Columbo, our traveller set out for Mature, in 
company with M. Frobus, who was going thither 
on public business. This journey was performed 
in a palanquin, which is not very different from 
the Japanese norimon. Their route lay through 



• As weD-wishers to the interests of our own country, wc 
cannot help being anxious, that this valuable setiknient, 
now in the possession of the British, may be guffei^d to re- 
main so. 
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Fanture, Kaltere, Wellotte^ Hekkede^ and some 
other places. The road extended along the 
coastt and was often incommodious and sandy» 
though enlivened on one side with beautiful fo- 
rests of cocoa-trees. 

In five days they arrived at Mature ;. and im* 
mediately set about shipping off three hundred 
«nd twenty-six bales of cinnamon in woollen 
sacks, over which was sewed a cow's hide. The 
surgeons are obliged to examine this drug, and 
are responsible for its goodness. This they must 
ascertain by chewing, which, if long continued) 
brings on intolerable pain, particularly if it is of 
the coarser sort. 

. The superfine cinnamon is known by the fol* 
lowing properties : in the first place it is thin 
and rather pliable ; secondly, it is of a light colour 
inclining to yellow ; and thirdly, it possesses a 
sweetish taste, and is not stronger than can bo 
borne without pain. 

Of this esteemed and valuable bark, there are 
IK> fewer than ten varieties ; but some of them are 
very rare- Cinnamon is barked in the woods at 
two different seasons of the year. The firstf 
which is termed the Grand Harvest) lasts from 
April to August ; the second, or Small Harvest^ 
from November to the month of January. 

On the 1 3th of November, they set out from 
Mature, and arrived at Columbo on the 19th* 
Here they found the distillation of the oils of cin- 
namon commencing. Only the refiise and broken 
pieces are applied to this purpose. The oil is sold 
on the spot for upwards of nine Dutch ducats au 
owice. 

r. p« c c 
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M. Thunberg was at much pains to dlacayef 
the origin and mode of preparation of the m^jif 
pent stoneS)8o famous in Ceylon* They are whol- 
ly artiEcial ; and are prepared from a certaij^ 
root burnt) and mixed with a peculiar sort <4 
earth found near Diu* These two ingredients 
being mixed together^ are burnt a second timoi 
and reduced to a dough) which is then moulded 
into the usual form> and dried. 

Of those celebrated antidotes against the bite 
of poisonous reptiles, he procured such a number 
at so cheap a rate, that he was afterwards enabled 
to sell them to his friends, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, as low as a rix-doUar a piece. 

The Indians, who are endangered by such a 
number of poisonous animals, juices, and fruity 
are likewise richly provided with many natural 
antidotes ; among which they reckon the lignum 
colubrinum, ophiorhiza, and moogos, the most 
-efficacious. 

December Tth, M. Thunberg made a seeond 
journey to Mature, at the instigation of the go- 
vernor to visit tlie lady of Count Rantzow, who 
laboured under a severe indisposition. He tra*- 
veiled night and day, in a palanquin, without' 
halting, and accomplished the journey in three 
days. 

Having now more leisiire, he made daily ex- 
cursions in the vicinity ; and as the precious 
stones of the island more particularly abound 
here, he particularly applied himself to obtsun in- 
formation respecting their kinds, qualities, aod 
. the mode of finding them. The poorer sort of 
Moors are generally employed in cutting and 
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)>dlSshiiig theixiy which was done on a plate of 
lead, and for a very moderate charger 
-y Of these people he purchased many specimens) 
b6lh in their rough and polished state. They 
'consist chiefly of nibies, amethysts, robals, hya^ 
tinths, the blue sapphire, the green sappMre, the 
blue tormalin, the green torraalin, the topaz, the 
"ciimamon stone, the yellow tormalin, the white 
tormalin, the white chrystal, the black chrystal, 
'•the white or water sapphire, the tarisso, the yel- 
low chrystal, the brown chrystal, and the cat's 
eye, which latter is a pseudo-opal. 

All these precious stones, some of whi^h are 
peculiarly valuable, are more especially the pro* 
^uce of the district of Mature. They are gene- 
rally found in a compact of fat earth and clay ; 
and sometimes several species are natives of the 
same bed. Many of them are washed down from 
the mountains ; and, in general, they lie at no 
great depth from the surface of the earth. 
' The digging of precious stones in* tlifs vicinity 
"is farmed out annually to the highest bidder. In 
^1778, it was said that a Moor rented this privi- 
lege for one hundred and eighty rix dollars. 
'Small portions of land, however, afe commonly 
let out to poorer contractors by licence, who pay 
in proportion to the number of men they employ. 
' One of the most extraordinary trees in Cey- 
flon, is what the Dutch call Strunthout, and the 
Cingalese, Urenne. The smell perfectly resem- 
bles human ordure. When rasped and sprinkled 
with water, the stench is quite intolerable. It is 
nevertheless, taken internally by the natives as an 
> efficacious remedy. 
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Our botanist was at great pai&s to proems, 
some blossoms of this trce, in order to ascertain 
its genus ; but was constantly disappointed* Hl$ 
could only obtain some branches, after repeated 
efforts ; and, from the sight of them, he was con- 
Tinced, that it was neither the anagyris foetida^ 
nor the sterculia fcetida. He brought some live 
plants of it as far as the British Channel in 
boxes ; but they, and many other valuable and 
curious plants, were wholly lost and destroyed 
in a storm* Of the wood which he carried to 
his native country, the scent was entirely lost* 

Another curious tree is the slangen-hoat of 
the Dutch, probably the ophioxylon serpentinum, 
which is not only used as an efficacious antidote 
against serpents, but likewise in ardent and ma- 
lignant fevers. The Europeans have cups turned 
of the wood, into which wine is poured, which, 
in a short time, extracts the virtues of the wood, 
and is drank as a stomachic. It is of a bitterish 
taste. 

Near Candia, the capital of the country and 
the residence of the emperor, camphor is said 
to be distilled. This city stands upon an eini>- 
nence, near tlie center of the island. In its en- 
virons is a very high mountain, the summit of 
which is called Adam's Peak ; and here the fe- 
ther of the human race is supposed to lie buried. 
To this place the Cingalese make frequent pil- 
grimages, and pretend that the print of Adam's 
foot is still perceptible in the mountain. 

On the 28th, M. Thunberg returned from 
Mature, in company with the young Count Rant- 
20W* They arrived at Colunabo on the eve of 
'he new year ;^^ and soon after, according tp an- 
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iWJd custom, three ambassadors from the empe- 
ror came to Columbo, to pay their respects to the- 
Butch. 

On the 5th of February, the same compliment 
was returned to the sovereign of the country, on 
the part of the company ; by sending an embassy 
consisting of a merchant and two clerks* 

• Not willing to leave this beautiful island with- 
out seeing as much of it as possible, our travel- 
ler undertook a journey, in company with Messrs. 
Sluysken and Conradi, to Negumbo, at which 
place th^y arrived the subsequent day. 

On the 1 9th of January, they set out onii<M"se- 
bfick, somewhat higher up the country, to in- 
spect an elephant toil, or snai^, in which num- 
bers of those animals were captured and inclosed* 
This toil was constructed of stout cocoa treps, 
almost in form of a triangle. The narrowest 
end was strongly fortified with stakes, and firmly 
held together by ropes ; and became so narrow, 
that only one single elephant could sque^sze it- 
self iatp the opening. 

When the governor gives orders for an ele- 
phant chase, on the company's account, which 
happens at the expiration of a certain number 
of years, a great multitude of men are sent into 
the woods. These diffuse themselves, and en- 
compass a certain extent of land. After this they 
gradually draw nearer, and with great noise and 
vociferation, contract their circle ; in the mean 
time, that they force the elephants to that side 
on which the toil is placed. Finally, torches are 
lighted up, still more to 4aUnt those huge ani- 
mals, and to drive them into the prepaired toil. 
As soon as they have entered, the passage is 
cc2 
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closed. And in this manner sometimes a hto- 
dred are caught ; after -which they are tamed^ 
disciplined, and sold to the princes of Coro* 
jnandeU 

It is difficult to find an elephant free from some 
blemish ; but such as are, will fetch £kx>m five 
hundred to one thousand rix-dollars each. 

In his way back, M. Thunberg had the good 
fortune to find that beautiful plant, the burman- 
nia disticha, which he had diligently sought, by 
himself and others, for the space of five months 
back, without success. It grew on the low and 
watery lands, and had just begun to expand it^ 
blue flowers. The Cingalese give it the appd- 
lation of wilende wenna. 

Our traveller now returned to Columbo ; and 
soon made a discovery, which, if we may judge 
from our own feelings, was more grateful thaa 
any in his various tours in this island. la 
passing the gates of the fortifications, he had 
frequently observed a solder present his arms, 
the customary compliment, and view him vfith 
particular attention. This induced him^to asit 
his country. It appeared that he was a Swede^ 
who had formerly been notary in some college in 
Sweden, but obliged by misfortunes to leave his 
native land ; and had sailed in the capacity of a 
soldier, and had spent several years in India 
without any advancement. 

Having informed himself as to the qualifica^ 
tions of his countryman, M. 1 hunberg solicited 
his discharge from the governor, and furnished 
him with recommendations to M. Radermacber 
at Batavia, where he soon after arrived, and was 
immediately promoted to the post of clerk, and 
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liter that of accountant-general. This anecdote 
fis so honourable to M. Thunberg's character, 
"that those, who cannot judge of his distinguish- 
ed merits, as a man of science, will love him 
as a man of humanity. 

The time, at last, arrived when he was to bid 
adieu to his respectable friends at Columbo. 
On the 28th of January, 1778, he departed for 
- Gale, where a ship was lying bound to the Cape ; 
yaxid on the 6th of next month he embarked on 
•board her. 

They set sail with a favourable wind, and on 
the 16th of March crossed the tropic of Capri- 
corn. As they aproached the south, between 
thirty and thirty-five degrees, they had frequent 
storms of thunder, hail, rain and snow ; and dur- 
ing one of them, the electrical fluid was observed 
to glisten round the tops of the fore and main- 
mast. 

Several times in this course, they saw water- 
spouts hovering in the jdr, in various forms.... 
These always began to disappear at the bottom. 
Thunder storms and gusts of wind generally suc- 
ceeded these phenomena. 

On the 27th of April, they cast anchor at the 
Cape ; and after the state of the crew's health 
had been duly examined, they were permitted 
to land. M. Thunberg immediately repaired to 
the lodgings he had occupied three years before, 
and had the infinite satisfaction to find a Swedish 
vessel lying in the road, with some of his friends 
cm board. He also received the agreeable in- 
telligence by letters, that he had been appolnt- 
' «d demonstrator of botany in the university of 
Upsal. 
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On the I5th of May, he left the Cape for the- 
last time, and set sail for Europe, iii company 
with four Dutch vessels. For several days the 
trind was contrary, with thick fogs; and whea 
it cleared up on the 26th, they found themselves 
nearly on shore. Had a heavy gale been bloifing 
at this instant, they must infallibly have been 
lost. The commodore, it seems, had been great- 
ly in fault on this occasion ; but they soon after 
lost sight of him, and they pursued their voyage 
under the direction of the next senior captain. 

On the 24th of June they were in sight of St. 
Helena, and in six days moi*e passed Ascension. 
The 7th of the following month they passed the 
line, when the customary salutes took place. 

Having previously come into soundings, on 
the- 16th of September they arrived in sight of 
the Lizard Point, on the coast of Cornwall, and 
cruising about for a day and night, at last disco-^ 
vered the Dutch men of war that had been sent 
to convoy home the Indiamen. A lieutenant 
and clerk soon after came on board the ship, to 
look for contraband goods ; but they kindly con- 
fined their search to the captain's cabin, and 
there only inimmaged his wine bottles. 

On the 28th, they sailed down Channel, be- 
tween Dover and Calais, with a favourable wind ; 
but in the evening of that day, a sudden and 
violent storm arose, which forced them towards 
land, rent their sails, and brought down the top* 
masts. They were so near the breakers, that ail 
gave up the ship as inevitably lost ; and the sail- 
ors ceased to exert themselves any longer. In- 
deed, owing to the avarice of thexaptain and the 
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chief mate, who had disposed of the best part 
of the provisions at the Cape for their own emo- 
lument, the sailors had fared miserably all the 
voyage ; and they were now so exhausted with 
toil and faintness, that many of them tumbled 
froth the rigging, and several fainted away on 
the deck itself. 

The unprincipled officers, not expecting the 
voyage to be of such long duration, had even 
been obliged to reduce the crew to a short al- 
lowance of the wretched fare they had reserved 
for them. This not only reduced the strength 
of the men, but occasioned great murmurings 
fOid discontent. For this nefarious conduct, the 
captain and mate were, in the sequel, arraigned^ 
and justly dismissed from the service. '^ 

After a dreadful night, when the morning be- 
gan to dawn, they fcund that they had been 
driven in between the sand banks, nearly oppo- 
site to Ostend, and that they were entirely sepa- 
rated from their convoy. Seeing a prospect of 
safety, the crew imbibed fresh courage to ex- 
tricate themselves from this perilous situation, 
ill which, by a favourable change of the wind, 
they succeeded, and at length anived safe in the 
Texel. 

Exclusive of other damage our traveller^uf- 
fered on this trying occasion, he had the misfor- 
tune of seeing his plantation of upwards of one 
hundred curious shrubs, of both species of ^ the 
bread-fruit and other extremely rare plants, 
turned topsy turvy, and absolutely destroyed, 
ft^^.all his pains. 

With a heart, however, grateful to the Su-. 
preme for his protection, during many dangers 
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- In a word, our traveller seems captivated with 
^very thing he saw in England ; and he has since 
Had the honour of being elected a member of the 
Royal Society, as well as of the London Medical 
and the Linnaean Societies. • 

^xious, no doubt, to revisit his native land, 
after such a tedious absence, he set out from 
London on the 30th of January, 1779, in com- 
pany with a countryman just returned from 
jTorth America ; and taking the route of Hol- 
land and Geimany, Jhey arrived safe at Ystad, 
and soon after rejoined their friends. 

. As a botanist, M. Thunberg has proved him- 
self worthy to fill the chair of his immortal mas- 
ter, Linnxus. He has even improved on, or, at 
least, altered his arrangement of vegetables, by 
reducing them to twenty classes instead of twen- 
ty-four. This is now generally followed by the 
lovers of botany in other countries ; though it is 
certsunly attended with the inconvenience of 
obliging the aged admirers of vegetable nature 
to begin some part of their studies anew, and 
has even created a schism among the professors 
of this enchanting science. 
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